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perfection, an infinite degree of wiſſom 
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men how to worſhip the Almighty Fa- 
ther in fpirit and in truth.” The com- 

| prehenfive. plan of divine providence was 
but little underſtood; the fixed and im- 
mutable - laws which preſerve the beauty | 
and order of nature, were not diſtin=- 
guiſhed from thoſe contin gencies Which 
muſt neceſſarily ariſe in this mixed ſtate 
el e TY rom” the free agency of 


-# ** 5 l 4 * . 0 
* * 7 
1 5 1 : 4 
i 1 85 
. * 451 
F Fs . 
4 WE * 
; e : : . 
wa „ i , 
1 7 Get - 
x | 25 5 5 
. i 70 mY 
7 N py 
"Res 6 5 
52 : 
1 1. 3 
4 54 — "OE" 
+ 
S 
G "3 « * 
. 
4 "ORE... 
n $43 
1 3 , 
** * 


I PR * 3 . 7 7 328 
* X 
” 44 24 
* 8 
4 
” * * 
* * 
* 7 4 * 
2 . 5 7 5 
# 2 * 
. 9 A 
% LE. 
. => 
— : "# * 


„„ 9 K R oY o'N nr 


5 


man, Thy paſſions, Bis! mities, and Uif- OY 
ferent. purſuits. ' Nor were thoſe” as 
; _ ſufficiently confidered which make it evi- 
dent, that this world is only A fate of 5 
5 alpine," a ſcene af trial preparatory 
ceeither to our EAA to happineſs, or 
degradation to miſery, according as we 
have improved, or abuſed, "the: talent e en- 5 
e to our. care. 
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W of the Divitie Niger N Eve 7 ; 
trifling calamity, ane OBEY. inſtance of. 
good fortune, was aferibed to the imme- 
diate agency, or partial interference of the. 
Deity ; and ſacrifices were offered, or. ſo- 
lemnities performed accordingly. Almoſt 
every : imperfection that debaſes human 
nature was attrib!i ted to Him whoſe per- 
feections are infinite, and who is the foun- 
min of all wildem and gocdneſs. Senſible 
of his omnipotence,' men made their court 
„ King of Kings, as they would 
5 to earthly 3 princes, and attempted to bribe 
his favor, by ſuch ſacrifices and-oblations 


\ * * * "KL %* „ » 5 e 4 
. &: 5s * ** ES ; — : , 7 . . > 
4 ” — * 2 4 þ 4 K * » 
5 . : * * : g . 3 . | . ; 
: 7 * . 
T , * 6 AS 17 y I V 
* Z - 2 
7 
x 


3 
Ts 
5 5 


* * E - 


1 delighted! in the vanities of human pomp 5 


, . 
4 8 


- 5 
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-ound with gaudy trophies, as though 1 
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and oſtentation. "Satisfied of his omni- 
ſeience alſo, they ſo far mingled the cor- 
ruptions of human nature with their reli- 
gious ſentiments, as to think that his 
: decrees were to be purchaſed, and that the 
events of futurity were to be diſcloſed 
15 00 N 2 7550 Re mink . nh 
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158 < when they knew. God, they glo- : 


« rified him not as God, neither were 
. thankful; but became vain in their | 
© imaginations, and their fooliſh heart 


„ was darkened.“ The moſt favorable | 


view of paganiſm preſents us with nothing 


_ but ſuperſtitious follies and the groſſeſt ; 


"impurities. Vet theſe miſtaken duties of 
pPiety, as they ſometimes proceeded from a 
= . 888 though blind devotion, I 155 


4 
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. the anxiety of the Swag its. Ring : 
deſire to gain the favor of the Almighty, 


and make its peace with heaven. 80 


ſtrong indeed, is this propenſity, of tjůe 
human heart to worſhip. the great Creator, 


5 rathen than hve without religion, men 
have greedily embraced whatever ſyſtems 
8 promulged, however abſurd; and, as 
the ſchemes of policy are always interwoven 
with the doctrines of falſe religions, it is ob- 
ſervable, that wicked and ambitious princes 
have often uſed the ardor of devotion tokindle 
the rage of battle, and to extend the con- 
queſts of tyranny. Mahomet, for inſtance, 
hen he. profeſſed himſelf a prophet, aimed 
only at power; and founded his empire 
on doctrines, that were purpoſely adapted 
8 ar his Oy and ambition. . 
er it was. ah dats 5 every 3 5 
Jong to worſhip. the Deity, there never 
was any doubt. The queſtion was how to 
| worſhip him, and what ſervices he would be 
_ Pleaſed to accept. The world ſtrove for four 
5 Wn LE a time Jong enaugd. ad 
for 


2 4 
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: for duffkichr trial, and never could produce | 


a ſyſtem” of religious worſhip ' or belief 


| Which, as 4 whole, we now think worthy. 
of a rational creature. A revelation, there- 
5 fore, was, doubtleſs, neceſſary to open and 


enlarge the mind of man, on this bighty 


intereſting and important ſubject. This 
ſeems to have been the opinion of one of 
the moſt enlightened 'of the heathen phi- 


loſophers, The plan of providence is too 


 comphicate for human reaſon to devolope, 


with any certainty or ſatis faction ; and the 


; Sreat firſt Cauſe of all things is too remote 
for the obj ect of human enquiry. The 5 


7 mind, whenever the exerts her powers, i £ 
overwhelmed with the ideas of his nature. 


INC "exiſtence ; and when we reflect on bis 


7 attributes, contemplation muſt ſink into 


Woe mg or Oe: to adoration and n 


Ln * 


FO eli e een with h ſupernatural 
perfection, was requiſite to give us juſt 


5 notions of the Deity and his providence, =2 
as far as it is connected with the happineſs 
1 of mankind. And to familiarize this won- 


E 3 | derful 


54 85 K* *. Ox 1. Ul, 

derful ſubjett. to human nature, ſome NL 
7 means of inſtruction were neceſſaty to 

ground a faith ſufficiently firm for the baſis, 
cf true religion, and practical virtue. This 
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ben Hould we know dh the will of the err 5 


« in 8 pirit. and in truth 75 Our minds are | 
1zzled 2 rplexed "with views of 1 in- 
 finigy. We might as well attempt to EX= 
amine the fires. of the noonctide ſun | 
With our naked eyes, as contemplate e the 
Ways of providence. without. knowledge . 

, from above. Weak and helpleſs, a we 
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are, how can we, HS out. the opera- 
tions of omnipotence? Blind and fooliſh _ 
. we are, how can we pry. into the 
counſels of unſearchable wiſdom? And 

ignorant as we are of good and evil, how 
. we Judge 0 of tels a . arg car 

tied 
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. Roe Rs we how the 8 and 
" example of Him who eame from the Fa- 
ther laid before us; though the day: 
« ſpring from on high; hath viſited us, 
and a ſyſtem. comprehending every thing 
that is truly ſublime. in religion, or beau- 
tiful in morals, has been eſtabliſhed 
dn the ſureſt teſtimonies; yet mankind 
baue not, at all times, made the beſt uſe 
of theſe divine favors, nor been {i afaciently 


careful to form their neee 


e 


5 Some. have erred. through ignorance--or 


50 others have 


negligence; few, I hope, from deſign, and 
27 en milled by the e Ae 
of education, or ſome. ru in 
5 BY, * 0 95 Mn t0-6hs eral bades 
of. the Romiſh church, it will be of little 
conſequence; to enlarge on them here; but 
an attempt to point out a few cauſes. of 
| religious errar, which are common to men 
in. * and e the nature of 
E 4 „„ 


TY 8 * b M Fe rk nr. 
our duty towards God, according. to „ the 


true ſenſe and ſpirit of chriſtianity, v will be 
of ſome vgs ried 1 
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A Swe; an uncommon ee . 
the human mind to conſider religion in 5 


erftitious licht- 


a gloomy and ſu 


think its duties irkſome, and its reſtraints 

painful and oppreſſive. The few, therefore, 
5 3 at practiſe it conſcientiouſly on theſe 
terms from a conviction of its truth, 


think i it meritorious to live in direct oppo- 


ſition to the dictates of nature. Their 
ters are often marked with deſpon- 1 
- dency and grief. A mixture of ſolemn re- 
ſerve, and gloomy” ſatisfaction, ſeems” to 


Chara 


ade their whole ſyſtem of life. They 
are perſuaded that chriſtianity requires a 
 continualimortification of every wiſh, and 


every deſire that tends to enjoyment,” how- 
ever rational it may appear to be, or con- 


ſiſtent with innocence. If it relates to 


the mind, they term it vanity; if it con- 
cerns the body, they deem it finful. This | 
aven r 7 


| wretchedabuſeof 2 e: 
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= kN has ſerved to corr pt W piſtty 5 
of religion and injure its intereſts more 

than any other cauſe. It has frightened 
| ow from its duties, and _— others 
Fe examining its doctr 1 has . 
Come 6 enthuſiaſts] ank mee, per- 


asl. Je f b edibcy, 't 16 
of the . N other monaſtic faper= 
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Et + br it is We are e thit'# 
removed at a diſtance from us; 4 
cauſe that produced them is general, 
though the effects are various. ee 
Abo d into the world, and rough you 
might not here meet with monks and e | 
ars, confeſſors and "profeſſional devotees ; 
| yet you will fometimes ſee a moroſeneſs of 
| diſpoſition, and a ſolemnity of deportment, 
- ſubſtituted for the practice of virtue; and 


often find the viſions of a diſordered ima- 


a od __y a e melanehely and 5 


Hence e Griginate® "oy 8 


* 


ok Bi 6 et my FF 
+ Bur ſo far is the religion f Chrit 
from encouraging fi uch diſpoſitions, ar 
bn fer z frm tending, np, be 
mind; ef a good man, that it : ought 


ta is che? oarce of happnel,/ Ra 
vonally--qultivated, | 1 d duly. pre acki 


Siveß an additional reliſh to every, enjoy 
ment that virtue and innocence allow; 
and inſtead of increaſing the calamities of 
fe, ſexves me | effect vally es mioderstagyeir 
JOE. Io 96 Kune the. ace. of 


a the birth, af, eur Bleſſed. Gn, ary 
Seo ben the heavenly hoſt ſung 
ler en God in the. . e 


ology, you. well rememl er, 
ih en 3 | 
| entering on gs ny 
us, in the N of the prophet, that 
as ent eto heal the broken- he eart 
the ſpirit. of the pe throughout 
5, | 1 5 n 


| receive the cs of, Goa, In ps 9 in 


ſtructions to his few faithful followers, 


* 


| he obſerves, * theſe things have I. ſpok 


ae Jou, that my joy might remain 
< inen and that your joy might an 


« foll,” If 09 examine the epiſtles of 
e other apoſtles, you N 
ü N e 


= 1 of this 6 nh. ; pleaſyres, like the 
« * living waters in the goſpel, fi 


« « yp,into exerlaſting life; pleaſures a that | 


: reſulted from a conſcious diſcharge of 
L Way, and. a full perſuaſion, that, in every, 


difficulty. and danger, they were under the 


Z guardian c: are of Providence; 5 pleaſures of 


3 ſerious and ompoled nature, ſuch as 


mplation, on the grandeſt ſub- 
jeſts that « ever intereſted the human mind, 
afforded, .* e a conſcience void of offence,” - 
"0 dan, habitual APR 1k Wi Hh heavens, - 
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1 1 a painful ad de tak, | 
_ ought” to hunger thirſt” after Wat 
_ righteouſneſs, W teh. i it inculcates, and 
it ſhould be our meat 485 drink 96 o the 
will ef God. The Glls of chriſtianity, 
inſtead of being oup 


E764 


it grievons, will be 
d//when thoroughly Ra: to be 


| the/nobleſt privitegs'of aß. WH! ious 


ive us Tooxalied an | 
of nature, as the conſideration that ww 
are in a condition of approaching: Kill 


nearer "and nearer to perfection, and are are 
tlie peculiar objects of divine care! . There 


is no other creature, as far as we can per- 
| ive, Atmidſt the inf 


nfinite variety. 'of crea. 
iat has the leaſt idea of its Maker, 


: 


ory that can | be: a go 855 either of IO 5 


* 3 2 


terms 55 lis Ae a BE of ate "ia 
brooding e care; 3 W on condition that he 
1 ü 
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embraces a ſyſtem which fills. his mind 
with inexhauſtiBle [ſtores of intellectual ; 


treaſure ;\ a ſyſtem. that multiplies all the 


rational enjoyments of life; that _ medi- 
\ cates its woes, and teaches us to worſhip Ss 


b the Almighty Father ©, in ſpirit and in 


Dy truth.“ Who then, e except the guilty, 


| unrepentant ſinner, the ſuperſtitious,” the 


timorous and the weak, can conſider it as 
burdenſome, or hear its W 8 pg 
e and deſpair?, FUE. ee 


Tun primitive 1 of f cini 


: we may obſerve, were of all men the moſt 
| perſecuted and diſtreſſed by others; but in 


: themſelves they were moſt happy and con- . 


rented.” They eat che e meal! which 
0 . . and, thoug i WH 4 with poverty 
and diſtreſs, were ever. ready to ſing their 
| hymns of joy. They were by no means 
inattentive to the duties of life while here; 


e but they took care to be, in their ter, 


courſe with the world, as „ wiſe as ſer- 
5; TN and as harmleſs as doves.” Tray 7 
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5 ry intemperate e and e "oY b 
leis defire; while he checked every im 
tat lea to guilty and luxurious pleaſures, 
\l | » or that (ended to corrupt” the Mee 
c heart; he inculcated allo, that a a 
1 mogerate enjoyment of the bounties We 
| 5 providence, and a mind difpoſed' to ne 
| 


> contented under its diſpenſations, is one 
ry human dens. 


* 


h EE: of the firſt duties k ev 


Hire might fy the” EY 
” ain of continual: mortification, the gra- 
eius and all-bountiful Father can be 
Pleaſal only 'with voluntary obedience. 
5 Indeed. his ſervice is, what our Liturgy | 
_ properly calls, perfect freedom. He 
Len be ſatisfied with no duties that come 
reluctantly from a rebellious ſpirit, or tut 
are performed in direct violence to nature; 3 
but requires to be loved with all our 
Wl = heart, wich all our mind, and with all 
ZS our ſtrength. The u_ and lofty One 
=_ © that inhabiteth et ut ” could not- in- 
„ „ deed, 


5 


1 5 9 E R M 0 N u. i 6; 
deed, oiififtently with Mis" perfe ions, | 
command any reli igious duties, or preſertbe | 


any external obſervances to his honor, 
; that interrupted, or deſtroyed, the true 


 - happineſs" of his creatures. As t6 thbſe 


enjoyments which the mere van ties of Ffe. | 
_ or the indulgence of vieious appetites af- 

ford, we need not wonder - that they are 
forbidden, -becauſe - reaſon and experience 
_ ſufficiently aſſure us, that the pleaſures, as 
well as the Toto: 'of the he Owe 
5 Kader oath.” 1 8 5 1 


XT 


* * 4 & $ * ds 
A I 
- 3 * "4 F* — 
4. 
* 


ö 1 x 
r * JE, * W 


| We: are, . as as; 5 ak ark : 
5 conpraticohs, and ſubfeet to varieus Hs; 
but if we examine our bleſſed religion we 


ſhall find, that one great object: of it is, 


to furniſh us with Tufficient firength to 
overcome them; and the few precepts, 
- which: to ſome may appear to lay too 
great à reſtraint on their conduct, will 
| be found; on maturer deliberation, *excel- © 


lently rand to correct thoſe extrava- 
gancies of the imagination which lead to 
- Wok PRs, and thoſe miſtaken 
| Notions 
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5 ev 7 
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notions of Jens: which often end in 125 
dilappointment, or in e the et 4 
" yy 6 2 Cel by 5 9 8 
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89 8 0 ile he dw: us + Groth. 
ry n er ſcene, and taught us to 
overcome the deceitful pleaſu ures. of he 
world, directed our minds to the ſources 
of: permanent felicity. If he withheld 
from us ſenſual pleaſures, that quickly 
die away, he gave us intellectual joys that 
never will deſert us. He preſeribed a 9 
tem of moral and religious duty, the ra- 


tional obſervance of which was meant to | 5 


give us dignity and happineſs in this world, 
and crown us with immortal glory in the. 
next. Well, therefore, might the Saviouf 
* the world compare every one who heard 
his doctri ne and practiſed it, to a mie 
“ man that built his houſe upon a roc 

and well e he liken him ho a. 


* not, to the fooliſh man . built 
1 * his houſe SE { * 1 . e 155 1 . 17 
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@ bn: ſuch. views. of e e ſhould 
appear to you rational and well founded, 
| endeavour. to form your practice and 
. principles accordingly. but, at the ſame 
tine. think. and: examine for yourſelves 3 3 


35 the 8 important © concern of "life, for 
want of. exer ting your intellect ual Powers ; ; 


nor ſuffer yourlelyes to. be. .miſled,. either 
by the errors or ſuperſtitions. of . 


Above. all. things, ſtrive to overcome that 
. coldneſs of heart, that negligence and 
; dreaming indolence which are ſo common 


in religious concerns. This i is an error, 


to call at by no ſeverer term, of. all others 
* moſt fatal. The folly of it can 3 

| be. equalled by its . and. its guilt. 

In a heart thus: careleſs of the divine 
favor, aud inſenſible to its bounty, no 
fruit can ſpring. Some, it is true, may 
reſemble the neglected ſoil that produced 
only thorns and briars; but this! is the cold, 
a 1 where e 6 aer . 
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Vb will alk, perhaps, how are we to 0, 
Gente thoſe holy joys and ſatisfactions? 
Muſt they not ſpring up involuntarily 1 in 

che heart? If we do not find ſome por- 
tion of religious comfe ort there already, from 


malt We ek for it? Is it not dangerous 
to force the mind upon expedients to en- 
Joy this devotional warmth, which many 
are ready to confeſs they neither feel m 
their attendance on public worſhip, nor 
in the private diſcharge of pious duties? 
Has it not often produced hypocriſy in 
"ns. and enthuſiaſm, or religious hor= 
rors in others; firſt, by heating the ima- 
ed with fear amd terror, and then, by 
ſubſtituting its difordered viſions for the 
OW . the N 8 41 


ram cannot, e 7 Sides! is 


;  Aances, be denied; yet I will confidently | 
at all, if it has any capacity for intellectual 


enjoyments and ſuperior gratifications; it 


can no where find fuch enn en - 
VVV 5 


bur initethal frame and conſtitution, where 


8 E R M 0 * 11. N 
for . as in religion. But this 1 hope 
to illuſtrate in the following diſcourſe ; 


in vrhich 1 ſhall conſider ſome of the many 


powerful motives that we have for carneſt- 
neſs and fervor, for diligence and con- 


n f ſtancy, in the performance of every pious 


duty. At the ſame time, I ſhall endeavour 5 
to ſtate the ſuhject under our conſidera- 


tion more fully, by ſome additional ob- 


ſervations, and. ſhew what it is © to wor- 
„ ſhip the e F ather in whe rp ac . 
* in truth,” FO ie | . 
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ee on theſe words, 
s led, by the nature of the ſubj 
to warn you againſt that coldneſs of heart, 


that eee and indi ſferenes'y 


255 50 act mlt ſfectual Cation, | 
"theſe indolent diſpoſitions of the 


mind, to conſider ſome .of the many 
| firiking' motives that” we have, for ear. 
neſtneſs and fervor, for diligence and con 
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duty. This, with ſome el obſer· oe 
_ vations, in order to ſhew what it is to 
_  * worſhip the Father in ſpirir anq>in 5 
4 truth, "han form the ſubſtance of 3 
{ou _ diſcourſe. | 1 
. 5 then; 


5 mind that TONE: Ho gracious. e to 
whom all our ſervices are directed, and 


e in whom Weolivg and move and have 


3 our gf p Lot. us Mok ney. our 


2 5 8 * 8000 


his . Theſe a are e a highly 5 
fegard in the very imgerfect + degrep! P 
z which man poſſeſſes them; they axe, in- 


our love and admiration here, 


hey ceaſe. 40, intereſt us only, ps is 


contemplate. them in Him. WhO poli 
them in a degree of infinite pe 
Shall we read, with wonder 

the page of the p Poet and ph olo and 
ſhall we remain \ unintereſted with the 
volume af nature ever * gur ie 
9 RS TS, 1  fram 


cee the great objects, of Os „bitten, 1 
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. . with this awful truth impreſſed 
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1 1 which all their real excellencies are 
tranſcribed? Such are the conſiderations 
which cool, abſtracted reaſon, will ſug- 
geſt, and, without much exertion, multi- 
Ply continually. They have, indeed, their 
effect in fully convincing us of error and 
inconſiſtency, but they apply to the un- 
derſtanding only. We muſt have higher 
motives to invigorate our piety; motives 
ve conſider the ſupreme Being as our 
Father, to whom, as children, we. look 
e or protection, and our God, on whom 
A nal happineſs depends, ſuch diftant 
- arguments are loft, and the ſoul is agitated _ 
7 2 eee un, . en reverence 1 


3 Te indend de grand 8 KV 
| which all religion is built; that we are 
ſoon to be the objects of divine puniſh- 
ment or reward. It could hardly be be- 

Ueved, if experience did not too often 
confirm the fact, that a rational being, 
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that he 18 indifferent to thoſe duties 


85 relation. between | r and his! Maker, 


gh, are duffcdenthy aluted, that our 
= Contindanee here will be but for a f hort 
time; and yet the generality of me 5 
make” ſuch” proviſion” in this Worle 
” though it v was to laſt for ever. All their 
thoughts, their wiſhes and deſires ſeem to 
eenter here. Here is their c treaſure, and 
c here their heart is alſo.“ Th6 ough”the 
ſcene is continually changing before their 
eyes; though a year never paſles, but the 


remembrance of ſome that are no more, 1 


would warn them of the cloſe of life; yet 
on they ruſh, with impetuous ardor, ſtill 
chaſing the gay Phantoms of hope, and 
admitting with "eager joy, the Viſionary 
pleaſures! of every new deſire. In the 
mean time, the calls of piety are ſeldon 

end, e nor wy, perhaps, might 
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ſo many eaper and contendin | 
the heart can admit no 6 impreſſidiis, From | 

| wmv attention, nor any reflections 
from reaſon; of weight enough to regulate 
| thepaſſions, or afſuagetheardor of worldh 
fires: Thus are the intereſts of eternity 

Nel neglected, and the whole ſoul en- 


a 9 com the your we thi word. 
Yo £ 3 2 4 285 Boy 
s inc TY is ſujet to a variety of 


Fr. valing" appetites and vain deflres. ' He 
4s farronnded alſo with objects that firike 
g the _ and e their gratification. 

eſſary to conſtitute a life 
di eiiie ta trial; and we muſt not 
forget, that amidſt a variety of tempts⸗ 
5 tions and alturemerits that would lead us 
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teten of a a very dith terent r ar e; 5 a d 
require the Be exerciſe of the mind 
1 r e 'mapy ſeize, 


or a Ht 110 wp Sl 
2 not. ei to 


"the tinſel joys. that. iter 
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Lr me hope chat theſe refleftionsdonat 


and to your conduct. May it ele 


ſupreme care, amidſt the neceſſary accupas 
tions of liſe, to cultivate and ene the 
favor of the Almighty... But incorder to 
| fulfil a duty of ſacheor ſequence,” 

mure yourſelves to that ee whath is is 
neceſſary, indeed, to teach you its ĩimpor - 
tance, as well as to enforce its practice. _ 
become Wache to objects, only by Uffe 
ing them to dwell on the mind with e 


ſure. We think it neceſſary to allot a 
large ſhare of our time to other duties, 


let there be ſtated periods alſo for our 
eee ds God. The mind can never 
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_ $65 its at n I fior are e ble 
be ene 'comforts' of true piety to be 
3 TRE (bated 30 ry 

butts ofa ie Regent ers of 

calm and ſteady meditation. Do you 
therefore, by this wholeſome "diſcipline, 
improve paſt events; and in ſome meaſure 
| aiitivipate «thoſe that are to come. The 
on of time allotted. for our W's 
| hows er 0 a x of od _ much. 


neys end. 1We arg! 25 . 7 4 
| Kanten uninterrupted? progreſs; to ( i 

ce of our appoin nted reſt, 2 from wWhence 
ae 3 where n ee ee 


now: indeed. under the — 
"bas prepare 168 for happineſs; will only 


ſerus to quicken the remorſe of conſtience, 
and cover us with ſorrow and cor uſion- 
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h e to . chat the time is 
„ * when the ſhifting ſcene of life ſhall 
_ cloſe, and this earthly tabernacle ſhall be 
diflblved.—But remember this is no flight 
of fancy; no figure of ſpeech to amuſe the 
wind; we are only anticipating an event | 
which we are ſufficienzly aſſured maſt 
and will take/place—Fix' your attention, : 
then, for a moment, on that au ful ſcene, 55 200 
when the ſhort leaſe of nature is expiring, ; 
and the world, with all its proſpects, is 
about to vaniſh for ever; « when the ſilver | 
1 cord ſhall be looſed, the golden bowl be 
. e broken, and the fountain at the heart 
„ - ſhall ceaſe ;” then aſk yourſelves whe⸗ 
cher yo think religion is to be. trifled 
with, and whether it will then appear to 
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- Gractors God! in e nien Jour.” OO 
may we look up to thee with humble con- 
fidence, as to the rock of our ſalvation! 
may we never know thoſe, unquiet mo 
ments which a wounded ſpirit cauſes, On 8 

nay. our * this w bg 
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| Influence” in Promoting our ai 
Wards Gol. Let * as 
us of the diſtin 
it the vaſt works of creation 
called into a ſtate of exiſtene. * 


enjoying. 


- | 
2 


Joys, are comes ue br 8 | 
tion; and this, only from the goc 


of him that 
ſource” of” Inexhanſtibl 


made us. | 


"we fi Hold 
Son. We are 


3. 


«will 
From the ſame 


rience the Rartbrar comforts, on which 
the blind partiality of our hearts is ſo 


fondly bent, 
cauſe th 
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that, 
would eventually interfere with | 
our ultimate good; . | 1 
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aps, only be- 


Beer Gor d orf 


_ fications we may enjoy from the exerciſe 
of aur minds; whatever pleaſure reſults 
from the cultivation of ſcience ; whatever 


_  dearer- relations of life; the never- failing 
hope, the ſweet delights of fancy; 


Joys of 'þ 


and the calm-pleaſures of meditation; all, 


all are to be traced up to the © Father 


= . of lights, that fountain of goodneſs, 
wo. COLT PR _ 


2 muſt prin gc”, 


fo eee aka of 5 hot 
is can fall into this. way of thinking 


Oral pain. {ds . 
as diffulive as the light ar whos in Hook 5 
neral as the dew - drops that 
. os arti Whatever higher grati= 


without being intereſted and engaged- an 


the ſulyect! But if this ſhould notwith- 
ſtanding be inſufficient to warm his heart 


with religious ſentiment, to give e a 5 
neee let hint | 
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the enen 8 den and conduct _ 
ur bleſſed Lord and Saviour. Here, * f 
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: fo. bn it, that, in this gracious. ro- * 
velation of its purpoſes and views, every 
d that 
_ poſlibly, influence the 1 aft. 
it be actuated by the hope of ö 
or the fear of puniſhment; ; there are, ſuch 
rewards propoſed. as cannot enter into the 
imagination to conceive, and ſuch puniſn 
ments denounced againſt the impious and 
diſobedient, as the mind ſhrinks from 
; ; with h horror. 1fi it be diſpoſed. to act f from 
love and reverence, where will it find ob- 
| Jets. ſo. proper for the exerciſe of theſe, afl. 
fections, as the Almighty Fathei 
mere reyealed in the 8 1 8 
« glory, and his ever bleſſed Son, who | 
| W hi bited, r our Jnſtruchipns A. 
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_ 1 and divine. In like.- man- 


ners iß We are affected with a full diſ- FE 


play of the divine goodneſo, and capa- 3 
ble of being directed to our duty by gra- 
© titude and love; or, if we wiſh to be led 
| di ut imer and re- 
gard which to the moſt, beautiful 
and ſublime Stem — nd. religious 
duty that ever engaged the attention of 
man zulet us look: into the holy goſpel, 
5 and all theſe motives. will offer themſelves | 
with ;an-arrel one. ſhould 
think; to 'attz 2 
: Fas e. "To -gnificlicys 35's 55 
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Fun i ehe hong: as wats mh 
en and only the underſtanding, coldly 
engaged; if: no ſenſibility gives energy and 


5 dan 3 duties, let us aer 


. 5 wr be the'woild : 
to heaven, and ſaid, 
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ü up His eyes * 
ww Father, the hour 18 come. It is im- 
ra lang jag to do juſtice, in de- 
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© feet on this awful and n ene 

fen! Ruthleſs muſt be the heart; and 
| blind the undkerſtanding of that mam, 
oem contemplate ſuch feenes:wnhout = 
feeling himſelf deeply intereſted: in them. 
beck s eser 0% fl the nobler paſs 
 flons that affect the human ſoul, n 
Suben went eee | ce 1 4 


. as wel 5 e eee 2 
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4 « gates of everlaſting life” If he 
forced to ſubmit to the violence and bru- 
_ ralny of: an inluman mob, if: he was 
buffeted and ſrourged; „ previous tl bis 
ſufferings on the-'oiofs;; vet i“ he Was 
1 Bruiſecl for +: our ©: rani; ; cflions; nd 
er theſt arg the ſtripes by iwhnchdwelare 
— duch um uncommon: union 
ef grief and joy, af ntrerence am lote 
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this ahve. an exergy "and fervor to- your 
_ devotion, not tb! be derived frbm any 
other ſource. With hearts, enlivened by 
erer principle” and ſentiment that can 
firmly attach and humanize the foul} 
Pretced in the heavenly track of chriſtian 
: duty, with a ſpirit elevated far above the 
marto views of the cold” moraliſt, but 
jually remote from tlie dure pf 
E : of: Lf 


fit 03 61 1225 KY” 7 2 1 aft "87 F007 * 0 


— though Pwiſh/to: Kind 
Spring" om that ſource; yet while I oon 
der religion as a rational ſyſtem of conduct, 
te W c our neighibour and our God, 1. 


1 85 . the ben 2— 
lat reſult 7 n exerci | | 
piety }*comforts in which' the 


"ing from Meditation on the ne 
ibjefts,” and Prayer ee by" the 
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art, and ſee the duties of piety 
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Baur in almoſt every concern of life we 
ſtee men, who profeſs themſelves advocates 0 
bor truth; horried./into-extremes by their 

ignorance, their prejudices or paſſions. It 

5 | becomes ue therefore, to gain that middle 

. point of perfection, if poſſible, on either 
ſiünde of Which lie ignorance and error. In 
„ this, let us be ever open to in- 
„ ri eg for the reckiftcation of our 
| nd + honduRs,. wy 3 tl = 


. 


Ben, dur -nien- i mene wy 
„ Fre 8 oth Foie 
5 the miſer 1s reconciled to the mean. 8 
| ſordidivice'of avarice, by publiſhing to't 
World that he is not YT 25 og 
_ profuſion; and the man who is perfectly 
indifferent to religion, who ſeldom, thinks 
- * n pigs never ol . Futurity, would 
cauſe he 1 is no enthu- 


"faſt 


- 


94 


= 8E K * 0 N IV. 8 
Gaſt, May we all endeavour to avoid. the 
imputation of either extreme, by taking 
an enlarged view of chriſtianity, and im- 

ing our minds with the perfections 5 


Te a6 we) ; Almighty, Being, who to the 


reateſt wiſdom + unites, the greateſt good- 
neſs, and who. bas tempered the rigor of 
omnipotence, with the mildeſt juſtice, and 
the moſt. tranſcendent; mercy. This will 
ſupply zus with all the grand and per- 
n inducenepts, to virtue, piety, and 
4 jeſs. | But: the ſuffering of one reli- 
1 motive. to take full poſſeſſion, of the 
heart, from a prevalence of diſpoſition to 
indulge that particular paſſion to whic 

the motive applies, is one great cauſe 


religious. error; and has ſerved, in ſome 


meaſure, to produce thoſe numerous ſec- 
|taries wa are bags op He aps 
| Sod. 


pt Fe 5 1 is, indeed. 2 ry for 15 . 5 = 
90 [think of, nothing but the puniſhment that 
1 denounced againſt. them; and the man 
cf a tyrannical diſpoſition will be apt to 
i MY form 
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| 2 1 8 is dens of the Deity, und be 8 25 

b raved paſſions of his own mind. The 

timid and the weak alſo may be led 26 

5 regard . r eee e 

done 125 5 eher wit dei Ratings ode 

chriſtianity, to prevent che poor — 1 

fit“ from dwellüng doe much on e che 

N ue; terrors of the Lord; for if their lives 

are exen plary, ws Us" 40 chem *hat"the 
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hat grace 1s to do all, and therefore are t / 
Inattentive to the practical duties of life, 
and take 2 care to Work om mer een 
V ſal vation“ While e Ignorant and 
ger. "of nmel Sa of Gps Bb 
OY by the'tratth | 
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of the anderading would | ſupply, and 


_ealt o excited in vulgar winde. Fear. and 
a, vet ade they are tra nſpc bl 
9051 miſtake the. pra — which ä 


wan ſhouldexamine, bois th heart ap- 
I always holds eee, alerting his. 
religious paſſions for religious prin: | 
5 Hemer he is averſe * that opennels of 
which, ere jars and good man wiſhes 
to Woſenn It is owing to this ele- ; 
v ies of devotion, firſt kindled by 
eben then nouriſhed by the ſug- 
geſtions of a heated imagination, that too 
many, de fear, bare neglected the milder 
„ 8 4 virtues 


- CIS 


it be a motive with 
Sion not only as ry fact 
rational rule of condue et the under 
ſtanding ſhare in the pious joys of you 
devotion, and give not yo 5 up to 
the looſe an wandering impulſes 
heart. At the ſame time ; let your i rvices: 
to the great Author of all being, be ber- 
formed with that fervency of ſpirit, and 
that e⸗ neſtneſs of ſupplication, which s * 
ſo neceſſary for us, and which are 1 ; 
eminently” due to Him. Let not your 
piety, by any means, be a cold indif- 
ferent duty; but let it be accompanied 
with ſuch emotions of the heart as become 
- a rational and dependent creature. In the 2 
midſt of thoſe comforts and: ſatis 1s 
which ſpring up in a mind formed to ha- 
bits of devotion, e for ready to give 0 
E reaſonable a account of gs which | 
1 | ks „„ is 
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_ for the myſt 
ere are, who from inattention t 

8 eas or from the prevalence or 

icious examples in their youth, have ne- 


9 glected to form any religious ee 


or treated all religion with 


Should men of this deſeription, when ar⸗ 
rive to years of diſcretion, be ſo happy as 
| to convince themſelves, by an impartial en- 


ight be led eee | 
religie aer ener e de 1 8 


quiry, of the truth of chriſtianity; they are 


often in as much danger of believing too : 
mich, as they were before of believing too 
little. The firſt ardors of devotion, gene 8 
2 have a tendency to enthuſiaſm. * 
we ſhould always remember, that the reli- 
gion of Chriſt is not calculated to produce 

ous tranſports which ſome have 


thoſe zeal, 
affects „and n miſtaken for Piet) 
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oO occaſionally break out into fits of rapture, 
but which extends its influence eee 
poſe us to dhe Freved ade of j 
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eee "Lok paar :mploy 
your ſerious s now, for be al | 
iure, it will be the only important object 
g of your hopes hereafter. Add to this, it 
will mitigate your forrows and increas 
your comforts an this world. It will en 
e nabe your ſentiments, and will, at the 
ſuſame time, both humanize, and invigorate 
the e's It eee, ſecure 


1, — e 
dation 


SERMON: I. oo ; 
arten and ſupport of every thing that . 


5 3 excellent in morals. But theſe happy 


effects, you will remember, are produced 
old by religion e W and 
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to unite all the motives to godlineſs and 
virtue which the. Chriſtian diſpenſation. 
_ affords, to animate, to ſtrengthen and 


| ſupport your piety. - May you duly con- 


ſider every argument that applies to the 


| underſtanding, and joyfully hear every 
appeal to the heart! For without this, 


however you may © worſhip the Father 


2 in * you cannot moe. him in 
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4nd when fic hd opened it; Jos f 

child; a and bebold the bab bab e wept. Aud ſhe 
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oy is one Y., the Hebrews children ors 
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a little before the birth of Moſes, 
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many years lived under him and his an- 
| ceſtors, | in al fate of the moſt abject 
5 bom Fe andi BS K h rf number, at | 
this time, we 6g was greater than that | 
of his own: people. He was afraid, there- 
5 fore, leſt in ſome future "wars they might 
join with his..enemies;.and not only ob- 

_ tain their are but endanger the ſs= 
curity of his crown. To prevent this, 
after having uſedi two barbarous expedi- 
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wonder, therefore, that numberleſs ſuper - 
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and explained to us the manner of hoſe. | 
ſurrection. He hath aſſured us, that all men 
hall riſe again with their bodies at the laſt 
day, and receive the final ſentence, which 
dooms them to eternal happineſs or eternal 
miſery, according to'their-works: ' He has 
been particular in deſcribing to us tliis laſt 
tremendous judgment, and in preſenting to 
us the joys of heaven, and the torments 
of the wicked. By this he has added the 
ſtrongeſt kaltem ents to virtue, and laid the 
moſt effectual reſtraint upon vice. He has 
likewiſe, by this, glorified his heavenly Fa- 
ther in vindicating his divine attributes, and 


15 given, belies, ſach comfort to the poor, 


* 3 „„ OG 


— of vinbiio pornjibuſiven 


The pious too, and the juſt, the charitable 


and humane, have now the joy and- ſatis 
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fyſtem--0f moral and religious duty, the 


_ holy goſpel, has not been, it muſt be la- 
mented, and is not, at this preſent time, 
Without its enemies and oppoſers. Not 
the excellence of its doctrines, the heavenly 
example of its ever-ſacred Author, nor the 

unfeigned zeal and ſufferings of all its firſt 


profeſſors, can gain it univerſal credit, or 


procure it general reverence. Many 3 


been miſled by vanity or by pride, ſome 


have been deladed by mere * ſcoffers at 


vr the ond of God; by men, who have 
ene n to make others laugh at every 
e „ | "0. 


Ctec acid vndforcunes as no-chance 


| faction 80 to know, that the reward of all 
their goodneſs is not confined to the 
trifling and uncertain bleſſings of this 
et but that a crown of heavenly glory 
is prepared for them,” "IO wy n 


whoſe firſt obj 


hing t "yy 15 Heres, and.who have cither : 
— ef ripture 1 10 abs out cntrdiRion7. 
bile others have been driven into infidelity 


« 
El ram. 2 


ar. is uin nen 8 He 


. — piety, that. og no. pb fro 
the exerciſe of chriſtian virtues, bur, on 
te contrary, is often hahnted, perhap 
with the remembrance of e WhO 
can enjoy no pleaſure, but in the indul- 5 
gence of appetites which he now 
| vicious, and no ſatisfaction life 
of profaneneſs and im piety affords; can wes | 
little proſpect of: happineſs: from a ſyſtem, 
ect is to purify the heart 
from ſin, to promote the great duties of ſo- 
cial life, and enforce the conſtant reve- 
rence of the Deity. Tow happy will ne 
be then to embrace any perſuaſion that 
frees him from theſe reſtraints! How gladly 
will he ſubſcribe to that creed, which cur- 


\_  tailshimof no vicious pleaſure, which days 


jon him no injunctions that he fears to 
> wolate, aud hanifhrs from his mind all the 
arm? „ _ wrrans 


_  equivocation, and every v 
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terrors of a future judgment! Every mean 
tched ſophiſtry, 8 
will to him wear the appearance of argu- 
ment and truth, and carry with them con- 
viction. Men there are of this deſcription, i 
| who, when they have convinced themſelves, 
as they vainly hope, and perhaps believe, are 
not content to keep their wretched and de- 
Plorable: perſuaſions to themſelves, but are 
ntinually attempting to juſtify their con- 
: duct, and ſcattering doubts in the minds 
of others; the young, the ignorant and 
palrolligate, generally are their prey. But 
there can be no great merit in overcoming 
| thoſe; who, if they can make Any. reſiſt- 5 
ance, are not diſpoſed to do it; nor can 
afford much gratification, one ſhould Z 
think, to their darling paſſion, their va 
þ nity; thus to deſtroy in others the greateſt 
_ motives: to goodneſs, and ſet them free 
ttom all reſtraints of fear, ſince they might 
convince themſelves, if they would, that 
the weakneſſes of human nature will always 
contribute much more to the propagation 
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been ſo long and peaceably | eſtabliſhed 
among us, that men have careleſsly ard 
. eee Gebe r a eee ern 15 

: have velleved then; er ———— it 
mut be lamented; have never been able 
to anſwer the common deſpicable es- . 

tions of vain and wicked men; or ſt 

chat faith which chey have been taught to | 
profeſs; Hende, it is become neceſſary, in 
ſome meaſure, for the teachers of the holy. 
goſpel, to wn; the foundations of chriſ- 


ahi Afr The great doctri 
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fl rines of our 
bleſſed - gien are not to be defended 
a gainff the cavils of artful infidels by thoſe 
who Have read the holy ſeriptures with lit- 
tile or no attention, nor ean the evidence of 
them 1 in wi rs minds, but 
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connefted with others, and have reference 
to thoſe perſons ho were coticetned. in 
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© Havre Aren ai Seen the 
reaſons that made the ancients, from the 
| light of nature, expect a future ſtate, 1 
fhall now conſider the teſtimonies which 
wie have in the New Teſtament. for tha 
belief of this great doctrine, and argue 
from ſome very peculiar and providential 
circumftances that attend them. By 'theſs _ 
means we-ſhall ſee tliat our faith reſts on 
a foundation fo firm that, in 1 _ Tage 
ee er can ſhake' 4 Skis 


by * . ? 4 * 
+44 % . „„ 
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that of all the revelations niade to man, 
the teſurrection of the body is by far the 
maoſt important to our happineſs. On 

this the pureſt of all religions is built, 
and on this the rewards and puniſhments 
8 EPS; 12s N ven) K 2 0 8 12 85 of | 
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ing his life-time. 


1 diſtreſſes and calamities which they 
were to ſuffer in this. He was ſo very 
particular and circumſtanti 5 


rar 72 ment tare} pes to REY 


our ſerious and attentive conſidera- | 


.» 


tion, particularly at this ſolemn ſeaſon , 
when the Saviour of the world vanquiſtied 


the power of death, opened the gates of 


« everlaſting life, and became the firſt-fruits 


_ * of them that ſlept.” Let us then proceed 


to ere the n 2 he RICE gon: 


5 


Ir is we ks ha our bleſſed Lord 
preached: the reſurrection of the body dur- 


* 


world too, was eee 1(Glation that his 
faithful followelle' PR after his death, for 


portant ſubject, that he publickly foretold 
the exact time in which he was to riſe 
from the dead. The Jews, ever eager to 


_ diſprove” any of our Saviour's doctrines, 


—__ yy had nom an eee of 
: | +45 EIK 4 


| * * Preachol 0 on Eaſter-day. | teat 


fubverting 


Lg? 6 
* 1 FEE Fa 94 F 


FS A £ 
©- „ 


— 


Ups" Pit "Se . * 24 x — 4 Th - ; 
= & s £ » 5 8 x 
#Y . 1 3 hon « * 3 3 


| 8 E i R 


| Mb g the very foundation of chriſ- 


tianity, by diſproving the great doctrine 


on which it was built, Therefore, St. 


Matthew tells us, that the chief Prieſts 


* and Phariſees came together unto Ph 
t late, after the crucifixion; © ſaying; 
_ * Sir, we remember that that deceiver 
* ſaid while he was yet alive, After three 


t days I will riſe again: Command, there- 
* fore, that the ſepulchre be made ſure 


te until the third day, leſt his diſciples 


come by night, and ſteal, him away, 
and ſay unto the people, He is riſen 


from the dead; ſo the laſt error ſhall 


ebe worſe than the firſt. Pilate ſaid 


* unto them, yes have a watch, go your | 


« way, make it as ſure as you can; 80 


they went and made the ſepulchre ſure, 


“ ſealing the ſtone, and ſetting a watch.” 


Here you perceive every precaution was 


uſed to convince the diſciples of their error. 
They rolled a great ſtone to the door of the 


ſepulchre; they ſealed it, that they might 


know if the tomb had been opened; and, 


that the ** of his followers —_— be 
K 3 finally | 


. 0 R * 9, N. * 


| finally di appointed, they ſet a guard * 


ſoldiers about it. But all this, inſtead of 
ſubverting their faith, and putting a, ſtop 
to the further progreſs of chriſtianity, 
5 ſerved to confirm it in the moſt. eminent 
manner, as e ſhall ſoon perceive. For, 
when the Jews had taken all this care, 0 
and had been ſo very diligent and anxious 
to prevent the deluſion, as they thought, 
from ſpreading any further among the 
people, how eaſily, would it have been 
. D after the time appointed, 
which was only three days, they could 
have exhibited the pale and lifeleſs corpſe, 
which they had ſcourged and cruciſied, 
and while hanging on the croſs, had 
pierced 5410 the 8 heart 1 8 When all 4 Fudea : 
was in an uproar, and theſe; ſame chief 
prieſts trembled for fear of loſing the 
dignity and profit of their exalted ſtation, 
why did not they produce to his, beloved 
diſciples this ſpectacle of horror? It was 
undoubtedly their intention in guarding 
tte ſepulchre. This would, at once, have 
deſtroyed the , whole ſyſtem, and ſilenced 
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the week (the very day on Which he had 7 


foretold he ſhould: riſe) we are informed 
there was A great. earthquake; an angel, 


: whoſe countenance Was like lightning, 


8 : 8 ö | 
for ever; but this they could 
; . . 6 ; * 1 : * ” * hd 1 
* , 


and whoſe garment was white as ſyow, 


rolled back the ſtone and ſat upon it; the 


de parted, | When the guards, ſtruck 
terror and amazement, told the chief 
prieſts what had happened, how truly 
deſpicable and how dreadfully guilty 

their conduct on this occaſion ! Ever deaf 
to conviction and obſtinate in error, though 
in matters that concerned their eternal ſal- 
vation, they bribed the ſoldiers largely to 
ſay, that while they fell aſleep his diſci- 
ples came by night and ſtole him away. 


keepers ſhook for fear, and Jeſus roſe and 15 


Though, according to their own confeſ- 


ſion, they were aſleep, yet they could po- 


8 ſitively: affirm who they were that removed 


the body! A memorable inſtance i of the 
inconſiſtence of falſhood, and the mean- 
neſs of guilt. Thus defeated in their 


„ greedy 


yo” 
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grreedy expectations, and now conſcious of - 
"OE inhuman cruelty, they could-deſcend 
to every mean, contemptible ſubterfuge, 
to juſtify their conduct . en 19 


ef, the A | 


75755 5 1 35 0 SI EO 
e Tam aware that cher are Anse men 
vrho have ſo far impoſed upon themſelves, 
or have been miſled by others, as not to 
be ſatisfied with the teſtimony of the 
Evangeliſts on this head. Let us then 


- pole it really- true, that his-diſciples did 
ſteal him away by night. We can meet 
them on the ground of Judaiſm and infi- 
delity, and, by arguing on the ſubje&; as 
1 they themſelves repreſent, it, we ſhall ſtill 
bde able to vindicate our belief againſt all 
the artifices of ROS an nes of 
- N e 


Tur e on lieh we ma: pro- 


ceed in this affair, and which cannot be 
denied, is, that our Saviour's diſciples, if 
they ſtole the body from the tomb, muſt 
know, that their bleſſed maſter ( let 1 it even 


be 


4 
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is ſuppoſed with reverence): told them and 
all the world a falſhood, when he preached 
to them the reſurrection of his body. 
They muſt know that he had deceived 
them in a point, which was to them of 
all others, the moſt important; ſince the 
promiſe of the reſurrection was what they 
chiefly. relied on, as the reward of all 


: . Nw labors, their ſufferings. and calami- 


ties. If, ſays St. Paul, in this life only | 
"Ma we have hope in urid we are of all 
C men moſt miſerable. The reſurrec- 


tion of the body and a r, judgment 
Vere the principal foundation of their faith; 


for, ſays the ſame venerable apoſtle, if 
+ Chriſt be not riſen, then is our preach- 0 
ing vain, and your faith is alſo, vain.” 
"I If they had been diſappointed, therefore, in 
this particular, the ſyſtem would certainly 
have fallen to the ground. But on the 
contrary, we find they preached it with un- 
remitting firmneſs, conſtancy and reſolu- 


tion; they ſubmitted to the greateſt hard- 


ſmips, they endured the ſevereſt afflictions 
for the ſake of this fundamental article of 
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£7 is very probable; :-'The 


| bang in this 


2 A 


warid that they preached it withthe fulleſt 
conviction, at nn to it, and ſealed 


Ry _ 


3 
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Now; dhe new wala: ſuffer death, ra- 


ther than relinquiſh a belief which they 


had firmly perſuaded themſelves was true, 
hiſtories of all na- 
„ indeed, will afford us many ex 


I amptes:of poor and wretched enthuſiaſts 
wWhofhave fallen victims to an ill- founded 


wel and loeal ſuperſtitions; we muſt not 


Korget however, that theſe ſuperſtitions kad 
ot reverence, from their forefathers, and 
that they had been taught to embrace them, 5 

from their infancy, as facred and und 


ed don to them, with the great- 


ed truths. But, that a whole body of 
men would willingly expoſe themſelves to 


- the moſt imminent dangers and calami- 
_ and, at n Luffer the malt cruel 


Much e muſt wow to be falſe 
d icament were all the apoſ- 


1 s 


rick 1 
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5 tles, if they ſtole the body from the #6 nb) 
is mats korn me weed nts is amchen | 
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What ohje eee oa | 

E W il. any autichriſtian be bold and deſpe- 
rate enough to aſcribe their conduct to in- 
tereſted motives? Will they aſſert that 
ds and honors were their object? p Alas] | 
all the world knows they lived: in, poverty, 
and that both theſe were contradictory to 
that religion which they profeſſed with 
ſuch zeal and conſtancy. Will they af 
firm that a deſire of fame, and a wiſn to 

+ raiſe themſelves into popular favor, were 

| theyr. mais? Es were man by./ no 


| They rr ne pg their diger 
informs us, that their profeſſion expoſed 
them to all kinds on Green Ns Inſtead 
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9 ea they never would have erübraced 
that religion, which of all others, moſt 


ongly condemns it; that religion which 


none of its enemies have ever dared to 


charge with being interwoven, with the 
„ or contaminated with 
worldly” purſuits.” But J think the purity 


ol their morals, and the innocence of their 
| lives, are alone ſufficient: to gain them the 


redit of every man, who is not gn by 


j a KS * 
6 4 « * 5 


ay ate: are Wen ae more cir- 


5 deen, in the accounts of the holy 


apoſtles, which will ſerve to ſtrengtben 
nd confirm this great doctrine of Chriſt * 


8 en, but what has been ſaid, per- 


haps, might be ſufficient, ſince the teſti- 


-1 monies which I have confined myſelf to are 


chiefly ſuch as we have given to us by the 


enemies of chriſtianity. IT cannot, how- 


ever, forbear mentioning one more, which 
we have from the venerable Saint Paul. 


| vos * he — and that 


l 2 TICS | a per- 
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a perſecutor and blaſphemer; becatnefnot 
only a convert, but an apoſtle of Chriſt He 
vas a man of the firſt learning, and of ſome 
conſequence in the Jewiſſi nation; but 
after his miraculous converſion” he forſook 
alls kindred, parents, fortune and country, 
for the ſake of Jeſus; ; no difficulties or 
dangers could ſuppreſs his active zeal, 
and no diſtreſſes could prevent him from 
preaching tlie goſpel to all nations. He 
will be ever conſidered as a ſtrong pil- 
lar of the chriſtian church. He has elu- 
cidated his bleſſed Maſter's precepts, and 
enforced his ſacred doctrines, with tlie 
greateſtꝭ eloquence and learning, in thoſe 
excellent) epiſtles' vhich have been traf 
mitted to us. There too we have 
confirmation of e en e of the 
dead; he told the Corinthians, that dur 
Saviour was ſeen of above / five: hundred 
of the brethren at once, of whom, con- 
tinued he, the greater part remain unto 
this preſent. And, let it be obſerved, in 
anſwer to thoſe who aſk why our Lord ap- 55 
> to others-as well as to his Oo.] 
diſciples, 


| uae theſe-men tip pra nofthechriftian 
church at the time they ſaw: aur Lore 
St. Paul only affirms that they were bre- 

ene the time OTE ri ing g chat epiſtle 
| e .ofureeſtion> and anol@iprabably 
they. owed their converſion! to the ocular 
demonſfation- with which they were fa- 
vored. Here then we pere ve; that ĩt was 


hundred men to contradict os aſſertion. 
of. St. Paul, at the time he made it. To 
oſe that ſo great a number would con- 
Wing tagerher to ſupport a falſhood, when 
there could be no motive for doing it, 
either from intereſt or from fear, is to 
ſuppoſe that men would nee to w_ 
withiolar)temptition,/c2 0 eme 
doned e pe eren „ e eee ee 
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2, we ut remember, that 
it was caught bythe Savor 2151 the world | 
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5 1 to medicate the ills of 
human life, to comfort and ſupport the 


innocent, to terrify the guilty, walk o 
by 1 8 the 8180 of God to man. N 


* it then have its i . on 
our minds, by keeping us in the conſtant 


practice of virtue, and the unwearied ex- 
erciſe of every ſocial and religious duty. 
Whenever we might be tempted by our 
paſſions, our vanity, or pride, to deviate 
from that line of conduct which our own 


hearts approve, let us reſiſt the ſolicitation 
of every groveling appetite, by remember- 
ing, that we muſt all appear before the 


: Judgment- ſeat of Chriſt, that every one 
may receive the things done in his body, 


40 according to that he hath done, whether 
« it be good or bad; before that ſacred 
Judge who acted up to the perfection of 


. us be perſuaded,” e 
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human nature, and who cannot be ſup- 
poſed to pardon the neglect of thoſe duties 
which he died to eſtabliſh; © knowing, 
«6 therefore, the terrors of the Lord; _ 
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ſwekldie reaſbfis 
ſation, and the partial diſtrĩbution of good 
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of ſoul and body. The former we deem 
our ſpiritual part, the latter we are aſſured 
is material The öbjection ſtiat ve know 
not what ſpirit is, carries with ãt 10 folte, 


« af ” 
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affords. Having already given you ſome 


and, I think, unan- 


ichidkie goſpel Aer 


of the many ftriking, 


and evil 1 in this world afford of this awful 
event, our time may be profitably ſpent, 


in purſuing he argument which St. Paul 


has furniſhed us with, and conſidering 


how far the light of nature tends to con- 


firm the promiſes of dur Lord, and what 


the general plan of providence, as far as 
de can trace its ee decades us 
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Mam is à compound being, conſiſting 


Wit may be applied with gun prepfiety 


© to the eſſence of every ſubſtanes in nature, . 


It is ſufficitit that we are conſcious uf its 


' . ificyce, and (that de underſtamt hy fit 


Domething as remote i fromm matter zus fire | 
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| denſe, chan the endeavour of ſome modern 


philoſophers to reduce the Toul of man to 
the laws of matter; however the doctrine 
of materialiſm may be ſoftened by the fup- 


/ poſition of curious organization, nice ar- 


5 1155 . dontrimince. 


8 W bern bur Bless ane judgdaF'© every 
thing around us by certain properties 
which diſtinguiſn them from others. Aſk 
the philoſopher why he claſſes every object 
in nature under the general definition of 
matter, he will anſwer, becauſe he can 
apply to them diviſibility, form, exten 
ſion, attraction, and other enen com- 
mon to bodies in general. But not one of 
theſe can be applied to the mind or ſoul of 
man. We cannot, for inſtance, give it the 
univerſal property of form. It would be ab- 
ſurd, in the higheſt degree, to ſuppoſe it 
round, or ſquare, or of any other figure. Nor 
can we limit it to any certain boundaries of 
905 2 volitions, if not ſelf- determined, 
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j rn that the licking! which darts from 
heaven to earth, is but a feeble illuſtration 
of their celerity. It admits the ideas. of 


therefore, by theſe, and many other attri- 

butes, is the ſoul from mere matter, that 
to confound them, ſeems, if we may judge 
from the knowledge we have of it, as ab- 

ſurd as to argue that motion and ſpace ate 
the ſame; or that the properties, which are 
common to heavy wre 1295 DE oy 
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„and its thoughts are ſo 


thipgs and perſons exiſting at the diſtance 
.of ten; or fifty thouſand miles as readily, 


and with as little exertion,” as thoſe which == 
are under the immediate obſervation of 


the ſenſes. 80 eminently diſtinguiſhed, 


W fret bas 8 laid on a mere 


45 duppoſtion of a great philoſopher, indeed, 
that omnipotence could endow matter with 


a thinking faculty. To talk of poſſibilities, 

with regard to the Deity, is talking of what 

we know nothing about. To limit omni- 
potence is evidently to deſtroy the very idea 
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of it. It is our humble lot to know onlx 
in part, to ſees as through a glaſa 
t darkly;“ to govern our lives by thoſe 
gracious aſſiſtances which the Almighty 
Father hath afforded us, and where cer- 
tainty is not to be obtained, to act with 
experience and probability in our favor. 
Taking it for granted then, as I do not 
wiſn to lead you into the unprofitable diſ- 
cuſſion of metaphyſical ſubtilties, that the 
ſoul of man is ſomething diſtinct from his 
body, let us fairly conſider, how far it is 
probable, from the nature of things, that 
we ſhall exiſt hereafter, when ee * 


. ey or ed hs death. 


be Deity buck 8 1000 pleaſed | 
8 to ſcatter throu ghout the creation innu- 
merable objects that teach us many uſeful 
truths, and many important duties of life. 
The ant and bee have long been conſidered 
as emblems: of laudable induſtry and pro- 
vident wiſdom. The ſucceſſion of tho 
- four ſeaſons mark, with peculiar beauty, 
the different ſtages of life. The bud that 
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blooms, the fruit that ripens, and the 
leaf that drops and withers away, bids. us 
alſo lock forward. to that period when gur 
* frail tenement; according to the invariable 
law of nature, ſnall moulder into duſt. 
The analegy of the animal and vegetable 
vworid ſceme hkewiſe to point out a future 

ſtate of exiſtence, and clears. the myſte- 
rious ſubject of che reſurrection from many 
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which exiſts and ſprings up into life, as 
me Apoſtle obſerved, when the bulk und 
external appearance is diſſolved. The ſub- 
ject is. familiarized to us through the works 
of God. We are accuſtomed to ſee diffe- 
rent animals and inſects of the earth paſs 


Gacugh various modes of exiſtence.' The 


bitd burſts the--ſhell, and enjoys a lfe. as 
diſtin from its former, as can well be 
_ imngided; the ſiuggiſn worm that crawls 
upon the earth, after paſſing through Aa 
temporary death, to all app be⸗ 
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the, expanſe. of heaven: Even ue ger- 
| ſelves/bave-exifted fo a ſhort perigdbefore. 
our birth, when, as well as during the - 
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enlarged mode of being W experience, nor | 
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ture, in the ſuppoſition that we ſhall exiſt 
after death. The preſent life appears only 
another ſtage of exiſtence; a field of ifficul- | 
ty, danger and trial to prove our merits, and 
— Prepare: us, for a more durable ſtate... This | 
view of things, hut faintly ſhadowed out, 
indeed, in the conte lation of the works 
of nature, will. receive additional light 
from an attentive conſideration of the ſoul, ' 
jen faculty ſatisfactions, 
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8, what becomes of. 
it after death, or that we can preciſely thew 


| How it differs in its nature and 'its'efſenice 
from the faculties of human beingsꝰ No; : 


to the doubts and difficulties of ſeepticiſhy 
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courſe of nature. Were they | ſoiiimth- 


mately. combined, ;-wets the law of hitie | 
Gee ata that what. diſſolves the 


one, muſt neceſſarily; diſſolve the 
5 ſhould invariablys ſee them decay; to- 
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3 or proper boundaries for the 
ſouks exiſtence. Moſt of the Objects in 
nature haue their proper rand A nt a 
= no en. apparent to-us; nor is it — 
hat they ſhould. The plant ſprings up, 
Fields its ſeed, and dies. The brute arrives 
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celhey to ſuppoft his being; and thoſe in- 
ſtincts by which the ſpecies is continued; he 
T . 
3 the tac impoſed en him by man 
| — {+ el this: holds true "with | 
— nme berfection a T5 a 
mut be at a ſtand, or beyond which it 
cannot paſs. The memory is ſtil open 
to admit ideas that have ſufficient novelty, 85 
ee will eee them with ite 
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 diperſity afs pay — aged che uni- 
wann upon which! ever you Wall; and. 
Jeu will find, MPPDLEnqUItys Wbt world. 
Phick he des hof Alpire. ee : 
rank. or. ſtation, in which all big-widhes 
can be completely gratified, and the end f 
his being fully anſwered. The ambitious | 
wan finds his views enlargefl, in propor- 
den a e ninant paſſion is gratißed: 
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a nẽ Wasen after he had ſabdued, with _ 
3 his military barbarians, the whole human 
race, as he: vainly thought, ſighed that 
tiere were no more worlds for him to 
conquer. With the pious man, all arbund 
him is vanity, when ae with the 8 
glorious objects in view. He runs, in- 1 
* deed, the race that is ſet before him,” 1 
but ; preſſes on towards the mark, and 
ſiglis for the rewards of immortality. bs 
Even the more moderate, thoſe whoſe 
wiſhes and purſuits are confined within 
| narrower limits, and who think that When 
25 they have acquired the eomforts . 
Le they could'be content to paſs the remainder 
of their days in peace and tranquility, inn 
the ſatisfactions of friendſhip, the exereiſe 
of benevolence, and the innocent indul- 

W gence of rational purſuits; ; even they : 
always find their ſchemes of felicity imper= 
fect, and their enjoyments often diſturbed. 5 
The ſoul either wiſhes, after ſhort experi- 

ence, to ſhew its good. will to man in a larger 
| ſphere, or ſighs for longer time to execute 

"um favorite plans * e and to ſee 
their 
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8 on N journies, with freſh de- 
ght, as he diſcovers new beauty, new re- 


lations, and a more regular order of things 
ariſe; but complains that hes forced-away 
maſt as he has taken an imperfect glance. 
'F anne withes to follow the —— 


mates of a> pag e ace uaintec 
his own heart, and rec ciled:to the lot of 
humanity, has only ſufficient time: to ſet- 
tle his habits of thought and Principles of 
action, to admire the greatneſs, the good- 


before he een the ſcene for ever. With * 
* human. 8 en is always ſome- 


ſdom of his divine Creator. | 
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| viſtvandeipeRatibn.f immortality, "Amt 

can we think this" all deluſion 7 Would a 
1 happineſs to us, Juſt let us ſip of 

FF © them while adulterated with the bitter cup 

E of miſery and the impure alloy of m 
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baut even his truth and juſtice are con- 

cerned. Would he ſend 4 ſpirit endowed 
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A it appears, therefore, dt no cauſe in 
nature is ſuffci t to produce the deſtruc- 
tion of any mater aterial ſubſtance whaterer, can. 
we with any ee or any analogy to 
the plan of providence by which this world 
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ſonia hot che ſoul 5 willing obe- 
dience, to perform the duties that are 5 
required af us, the evidence of nature 
and of reaſon, joined to the divine illumi- 
nation of eee eee e, | 
ſufficient for every honeſt Thoſe - 

feeble lights cokiths like the diftarit ars, 
but faintiy glimmered on the naked eye, 
2 gh _ Wockeus revelation of 
reſpectiv a en . 
pes of art. But as I have fully en- 
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only to obſerve, that the ſublime doctrine 
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point of view. It leads/x us N the 
paths of virtue and religion, to the ſociety 
of angels and the exalted happineſs of hen - 
ven. It applies, with equal force, to every 
pPeinciple thot is capable of attaching the 
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| heart'to virtue, and deterring it fön vice. 
Our hope of reward and fear of puniſh- 
ment, our pride, our ſenſe of ſhame, our 
deſire of exaltation, and our dread of iͤ-k | 
famy, all are forcibly impreſſed and actu- 4 
ated by this awful expectation” of a life to 
eome. Conſider, then, is the gratification 8 f 
of a fem ſordid appetites, and that but for | 
a ſhort time, or the indulgence of vicious 
_ pleaſures, which muſt quickly die away, 
 'a ſufficient recompence for degrading our- 
ſelves in the eyes of God, and diſqualifying 
| pur ſouls for an abode among the ſpirite ] 
of thoſe juſt men who are made perfect? 
Surely not. Nothing can poſſibly be a 
ſufficient atonement for the loſs, or even | 
abaſement of that divine principle, by 
which we are exalted far above the brutes, 72 
and allied to the ſeraphim of heaven. Our 
Lord, therefore, with great propriety may 
aſk < what ſhall it profit a man, OW | bn 
« 58: _ the whole world, and loſe his "0 
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5 enforce his new. cs; 
N one another,” an hig 8 in geng- 
l, endeavoured impreſs mankind with 
the mutual wants and diſtreſſes of every 
human being. He.neyer failed. to remind 
_ * them that they were all children of the 
Ss. "WU father, and that the time of eir ſo- 
| . Jjournisg Here would be but ſfiort. To 

ſuch, therefore, as gloried too 00 much in 
ide vain diſtin&tions which, this world af- 
Ho ” forded, he inculcated, with peculiar — 
_ dangerous, uncertainty of riches, 
and wiſhed to humble their pride, by ex- 
0 plaining the inevitable a mY wich. all | 
SLRS: ; 


„„ 
* 


b _ If 
1 44 Ss + 1 BY . I BY Ws 2 F PSAS. : n Mn 1 


- * 4 
3 F OS M 
. n * . 1 ; 
HA. 12 4. * NY 4 & + 5 5 4 5 48 Oy * 4 42: * % 93 5 >. JOY Us * x; 1 


8 "Pons he came to 8 our n 

e with that wiſdom which is from above, 
8 the becoming doctrine c of humility, was} but 

ö little known. Jet in this uncertain ſtate 

of things, where 4 moment gives, and a 
moment takes away; . where no vigilance 

can guard us from danger, and noſpru- 

; dence can enſure-ſueceſs ; % here the face 

. is bot to the: Gafift,” nor the battle to the 
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mec and quiet ſpirit tl that breathes through 
hs goſpel? Unleſs humility 
the "Heart of man, few, are the virtues 


ch he can practiſe, but what w. 


| _ <viftruſted by the world. He who cannot 


_ thumble/hinſelf to the level of bumanity, 

; ny duly: reflect on the conditions by which 
every worldly bleſſing is enjoyed, will ſel- 
C tend to the calls of duty, but with 
3 ne to raiſe Kis o.] importance,” to 
promote his intereſt, or gratify his pride. 
He will not be one of thoſe modeſt and 
fincere chriſtians, who let not their left 
hand know what their right hand doeth; 
but ſhould: he ever give alms, will be apt 
| to found his trumpet before him in the 
itreets. When too, he is engaged in the 
| iſchargs: of devotional duties, unleſs this 
heavenly virtue influence his mind; What 
Will His Prayers avail him with that Al. 
mig 8 Being, WhO 2 che off fighing 
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aſon, Vet experience might tell us, that if 


we abe ingin at the fountains of plea- 
eee generally return with inereaſing 
appetite; if we take larger draughts we are 
almoſt ſure of being loſt. E 
ability, ther 
might ſometimes wound the mind with 
painfu 
wants the power of Sat ing every with 
that riſes. in his heart 5 
ments indeed might — be regarded 
as bleſſings. Such is the frailty and im- 
perfection of human nature, particularly 
if the heart be capable of warm affections, 
that, beyond certajn limits, we cannot in- | 
5 dulge deſires in themſelves amiable, per- 


However the in- 
fore, of quenching our thirſt 


reflection, yet happy is he who 


Our diſappoint- | 


haps, with perfect ſecurity. We kno not 


with what dangerous, if not guilty paſſions, 
they may combine in their progreſs, and 
by What ſecret and irreſiſtible force they 5 
may undermine the foundations of virtue. 

So needful at all times is the precept of 


our bleſſed Lord, © Watch and Pray, leſt 
er into tem mptation,”. 


Ak, with n — Lord, is i 

if they who were choſen 
. ward to preach che goſpel of Chriſt, a 
e eee entitled eee ch e 


of guilt, and chat too in an atrocious . 


gree, when no dangerous paſſion alarmed 


their ſouls, - put en their hearts were 


fllled with the grateful emotions of pious 
loye and reverence; what might not we 


juſtly apprehend n occaſſons far leſs fa- 


vorable to innocence and virtue? when, 
for inſtance, we indulge the riſing impulſe 
of anger, yield to the ſolicitation of dooſe 
and voluptuous defires; though the'p pdwe 
of gratifying them might be me 


4 


} 


withheld, or ſhare in the banquets of diß. 
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nr too often a 


Fe * ourſelves, wort ep our fouls with ſuf- 
21 I m3 


* 1 - 
5 1 
T. 2 o u n 4 


5 mier . ſpiing u up n us, before we 
are fully ſenſible that we have ſtrayed hs 
the —.— duty. When once the taint 
corruption ee has ene nee, the 


I rite 12 67 
84 . . will 0 


knowledge to be juſt, and experience knows 
to be true, the hiſtory of man, as faith- 
fully recc rded in the 1 volugi, ban 2 
pee, Sreemaeenk u elfi E Mm Sgt. 


e e * . A 1 0 j |. HOY: tut ot 
Davin, Ihen 5 viewed the wife f 
Uriah with fond, but criminal admiration, 
little —_ himſelf ere of the vile, 


| ous Hake might not have ſappoſ that 


8 * * de, when firſt wounded by the tti. 
- fling 


e guilt that — me e vain : 
olerant- ſpirit, when becauſe his 

0 was rejected, the wretch went and 

| hanged Witch, Vet ſuch are the dreadful 

conſequences of paſſions that at firſt r: may 
flatter man nature perhaps, but which 

in their progreſs, gradually diflolve the ties 

_ and at geen overwhelm us 


Siem ad miſc rg 5 
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ar we. examine Sa Sins Teſta: 
there are examples equally ſtriking. We 
find Judas, by ſome unaccountable . 
_ vity, betraying his mann Maſter into the 
hands of his enemies for thirty pieces of 
ſilver ;- and that 400. with a kiſs. Probably 
 - the gratification of ſome craving appetite, - | 
that had overpowerec une eee 


5 crime t-whi his-matre, at Ie 


, afterall-h: — canal vows, 
Is too > wet known to be particularly dwelt 
But to mention one en more. = 


” h lurked in ee, and which the 
indulgente of her lawleſs deſires ſoon gave 
birth to? But yet we ſee ſuch at length 
was the wildneſs of her rage, and ſuch Was 
buen her revenge againſt" the vene- 

Baptiſt, only becauſe he had with 

lx boldneſs: oppoſed her criminal paſ- 

ſion, that ſhe rather longed for his blood | 

than wealth and A eee vet: when the 


A ane Und * . taken 
| ey eſſion of her ſoul, and ſhe whom w 
: Buck us here accuſed of guilt before, could | 
now feaſt her eyes with murder; for ſhe _ 
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Agi of the: — 
1 eee eee 
eee mo; — — 
aaf ie; but in order to rentler; this. diſei- 
Pune effactual, wwe mud Teufen fte whole 
ne God, e 
combat with the Sr There. 
20 dae e , r 


Steel on eat, ee Alves 


. n l ae 
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Suld, ne gel) on urſelves, for 

: performance. every, facial and 

duty, from the diſintereſted love of 1 

bour and the pure worſhip of Godz 
_ could, we. ay, with confidence and truth, — | 
when, any.paiſlion. riſes in the heart, thus 

. ira ha eee pond and no far- 

der he 


t we allow. ourſelves to 
6 with 5 circumſpection, and purſue, 
"4 l e. the, gratifcation of our 
N 5 tc; Puts, not to dwell on the turbu - 
1 leats digrders.. of: fog. violent ; Beans 
— anger, mali, ever 
/ Moat een, 3 


ing - qr Gs ws W. ee 
| ere menen we are . 
3 — leon, "ther fol 1 * 
ini = 1 


6 8 4 5 £ {4 7 1 1 5 4 ay a a 
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vow will find Mey Vice 

corruption e 601 80 8 : 

"_ heart. Nay, examine dec ks "= 
LL 'F 228 1 | \ 7 of i6- - 


oy” © 


= ZE ciety, yr he will 
E time, when his he 2 
ay atrocious ſin, and v Would have 
= 7 er with horror from the crities whic 
fom may eelaty Ad, that wieke 
2 nions had taken advantage of their un- 
= guarded minds, and by their ee 
mꝛeers ſeduced them from the ſober paths 

ol duty; that the obligations of virtue at 


religion 


om ao. % 


- n were inſcnſibly loſt, and the win, 
at length, influenced by no motive or. Prin- . 


diuple hut what ſprung from ſenſual indul- 


nce ng. n & eien. l 0 4 
N 
1 77 3 thirſt Pe ah beg of 
the world, courted in a variety of 
ſhapes, and. a propd ſpirit of A 
are indeed the moſt abundant ſources .of My EE: 
_ fery and guilt... Theſe, Whether profented . _ 
to the mind under the Pleaſing form of 
| lawful enjoyment, or exemption from. the 
 arduqus duties, and the conſtant diſcipline 5 
8 of a chriſtian, t too often, 1 in their progreſs. 0 
| unhinge our mi 8 


. love. of pleaſure, or the wass of pride, 
ſhould. produce in any of us the guilt 
1 the former brought on Pavid, r 


oyerwhelmed Haman! Yet. ſuch alarming 
5 examples in 9 — not wholly Abandoned, 
: might teach us to examine aur OWN. hearts 7308 
Vith d& humiliation, Wh we feel the - 


y of every virtue. God forbid, that the ; 


the infamy 125 ruin with, which pals roo tb 1 


= _ s E R . 0 N IX 


as though we were in the preſ © 
| heavenly Judge, Lord, is it I The - 
world in general, we m ay obſerve, conſiſts 

of mixed characters; of men that are nei- 
— ther Toperlatively. good, nor f ſuperlatively | 


1 ce of oüir 5 


that want not good” diſpoſitions, 


though blended with' an unavoidable por- 

 . - torr of human frailty ; that are ever ready 
to avoty their deteſtation of vice, though 
not always ſtudious to avoilt it; and that 
0 always profeſs their reverence of virtue, 
though they have not ſufficient fortitude 
* invariably to practiſe it. Theſe ſeem to be 


the proper and more immediate objects of 


— 


moral and religious diſcipline | and to them 
„ Precepts of chriſtiatiity more particu 
_- larly apply. If therefore, to the bulk of 
mankind we confine! our obſerv: 
preſent, we ſhall ſtill be able to trace the 
lamentable effects of pleaſure and of pride 
in men who are not entirely negligent of 
their duty ; but who uphold ſome degree 
of character and reputation in the world-. 
Weaſte of time and waſte of fortune, looſe | 
neſs of principle an 


| ions, at 


nd habits of idleneſs, 


1 


= 
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| Af Perhaps, th be invariable effects of the = 
| Fortner / vanity and ſelf-love, frequent | 
 mortification, enmity and domeſtic 41 5 
5 "Y, are dude te walt upon the latter. 1 


1 Nr fit * F161 S r 


a en eiae of this e and 


corruption of our nature ſhould teach, r 


At leaſt enforce; ſome of the moſt amiable, 
though too often neglected parts of chriſ- 
tian duty. In contemplating the misfor- 
tunes and jtidgi Sing 'of the failings of our 
else we ould fear” from 7 
to regulate | our conduct by the charity, 
candour and forbearance of the holy goſ- 
pel. Much of the vice and diſorder that 
eigns s among us might be attribitet! to 
motives that ouglit to excite our ply; to 
à ſtate of ignorant and wretched Poe verty'; | 
to a total want or neglect "df virtüidüs edu- 
cation, and the ſedueing influence of bad 
examplecontindally preſented to the mind. 
Some alſo are expoſed to extraordinary trials 
of fortitude: and conſtancy. The hearts of 
all are not equally warmed with the love 
bf * Yirtue, nor in equal hn of being 
Es 7 | miſted 


* % *% f L 
8 "+5 2 , 


t he 5 50 of Rae 1 — and 
| ſome who were well fortified in that part 
where they had reaſon to dread. the enemy, 
might have been unexpectedly, a attacked 
where they were maſt vol able, In fight- 
ing the good, but arduous fight... of..chril- 
tian faith, few. ought . to. conſider them- 
ſelves. as conquerors ;. . many muſt. be 
wounded, and ae U fall. e 
7 . . ITS 11 164822 9 
3 Vier, it is was, ſhould: den, diſguſt 
us, and miſery, when, devoid of i innocence, 
will be regarded without reſpect, if not 
without pity. Vet in our intercourſe, with 
the Wofld, few are there whoſe errors will 
tt admit of ſome extenuation; and if 
there are many wretched, in conſequence 
of their. guilt, let it be remembered that, 
1 this life, there are many proſperoi 
have Wile, ee virtue. bin 


7 


g 1 1 3 — 1 2 4 S Wy $5 8 a © * 
* E216" it Ea + 14 Tr * « „ ˙ BA 4.44 F'e 7 & 8 
" K — "I 
; 7 5 ? 
hy % 4 1 * 3 
Be Y 7 1 
1 4 * 4 Heb — * 
4 1 
9 * „ * 
N 2 
* PF is % 7 * 4 
FR 
1 
I 
* 
* 


"We « 464 # not that e be not e is 
| Pal of conduct that could never have 
come from the mouth of a human teacher, 
and is truly worthy of the Saviour of the 
| world. Few are there who. can lay claim 
to ſuch ſuperior excellence as might : au- 
thorize them to paſs an unqualified : ſen- 
tence on. others, and none ſhould be for- 
ward to ſhew the rigor of their juſtice, 
| before they have ſo thoroughly purifiea | 
| their own hearts, as to be aſſured that they 
are not eſtabliſhing, i in the ſight of God 
and Man, an example that might hereafter 
operate againſt themſelves. We ſhould, 
indeed, be inſtant in ſeaſon, and out 7 5 
| 6. ſeaſon,” ; an checking t the progreſs of \ vice : 
and promoting the cauſe of virtue. We 
_ ſhould exhort with all meckneſs and long- 
ſuffering. When ſeverity wauld be incf- 
fectual and condemnation Fain, \ we might, : 
| with wholeſome Te roof, or patient ge entle- - 
ness, often heal. 9 0 wounds of 5 mind, 5 


Fred: 


and ſtop the further Progress of c 5 
tion, 57 imitating, the example of 1 
who, would not break a bruiſed r 


: TY 8 
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| Bur there is always, a mixture of depen = 
: vity in ſpreading with. apparent ſatisfaction 
the crimes, and vices, of the world. Let 
| the abhorrence of ſin be As deeply | fixed 3 in 
our oyn boſoms as poſſible, and let the 
fear of offending , the Almighty. F ather of. 


the univerſe be 


NN 


Ever uppermoſt, in our 


hearts; but let us be always. careful, that 
| we. derive not our virtues or our. merits 
” from the prevalent guilt of others. When 
we ſee the votary of pleaſure become the 


5 victim of. ſin, and he who has never © go-. 


« yerned his ſpirit,” hurried on to the com- 
miſſion of crimes of the blackeſt dye.; in- 
ſtead of indulging. a yain ſpirit of. exul- 
tation, and « thanking, God that we are 

4 not like other men,” we ſhould do much 
better to imitate the conduct of our 8a- 
viour's diſciples, and aſk, with deep 
cern, * 4 Lord, 1 is it 8 50 Have 1 0 diſci- 
plined my heart that 1 am in no danger 


of ſuch evils ? Am 1 10 fortihed, by thy 


holy, word and co 


1 WES). 


con- 


dunſel, that I may, defy : 


; 5 


# 


"the in. wi i oeh beſet us, 


; «1n ; 


N 


ein the e mid ol. a 3 and 4 odacing 
. world?” Such reflections might enable us 
to derive good from evil, and lead us to a 
more perfect of our t, preſump- 


"I Toons Sing,” . ; n 28 ws our, more | 
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ons we 0 RY . in open 
condemnation and violent reproach, let us, 
conſider whether we are not more indebted. : | 
for the ſmall portion of goodneſs we may; - 
| claim, to the guardian care of providence 
and the kindneſs of others, than to any 
acquired ſtrength or exertion of our own. 
F requently commune with your own hearts 5 
on this important ſubject, and guard againſt 
the deluſions of Vanity e and ſelf- love. Ex- 235 
amine if your virtue be an active principle, 7 
capable of combating the ills, and endur- 
ing, with patient fortitude, the afflictions 
of life; or whether it be a ſomething dor-, 
mant in your boſoms, that has never yet 05 
been rouſed by any alarming danger, and : 
of which therefore. you neither know the, 
value or * power. 9. not win ur- 
l 10¹ 8 4 9 ſelves | 


EY 8 E K * 0 * x = 


ſelves worthy of being called the diſciples 
and followers of Chriſt, tin the victory 
over temptation has been oft 


ang ift your virtues have, at lea 


proved, if not perfected like why by er. 
ing and. calamity. If you content 
yourſelves among thoſe thoughtleſs mortals 


who ate fatisfied with good diſpoſitions 


- only, and take no care to guard them 


againſt the deceitfulneſs and perverſion of 


== 4 you have no ſteady views in your BI 


_ contiuet, no principles of action derived 
from Higher authority than this world's 
gd, at once to regulate and ſanctify the 
heart, you will retnember, that all is at 
the mercy of accident; and on nothing can 
you rely for ſafety, but the goodneſs of 
. divitie providence, in fill guarding you 
againſt temptation and ſhielding you from 


all eil. Whatever diſorder you fee in the” 


world atifing from violence and ungoverned 

5 paſſions, you may truly ſuppoſe yourſelves . 
capable of, and aſk with fear and anxiety, 

4 Lofd, is it 1?” unleſs you are prepared 

by habits” of hf duty, "previouſly 
N | formed, 


s ER MON X 233 
Ames to repel the attacks of vice, and 


to ſuffer chearfully in the cauſe of virtue. 


If we embark on a wideand troubled ocean 
without this wiſdom for our guide, and 
this fortitude for our defence, it is in vain 
to hope for ſafety ; we are ſure of being 
driven from our courſe, bewildered and 
diſtreſſed, 1 not entirely lot. "> 


+ Shai hn the difficulty and PP, of . 
5 chriſtian's warfare, let us learn to com- 
paaſſionate the diſtreſſes of our fellow- crea- 
tures, from whatever cauſe they might 
ariſe, and inſtead of indulging any uncha- 
ritable cenſure, or Phariſaical pride, let 
2 „ e man, who thinks he ſtandeth, take 
| need, with the meekneſs and humility 
2 our Lord's diſciples, © leſt he fall.” 
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And the multitude of them that believed, were. . 
| „ one heart and one Heul. 3 N 
| HE words of the text expreſs, . with - | 
- 40s eculiar force, the perfect unani- Cw 
mity that ſubſiſted between the primitive. 
ks Yrs .of chriſtianity. They are no 


leſs a proof of their, zeal and affection for 
each other. The ſtron 1g. and rok, uM 
EX] reſſion of St. Luke, that * they were 
60 of one heart and one ſoul,” gives us jig 
(Ivelieſt idea of friendſhip, harmony and 
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which the apoſtles were left, required, to 
render their miniſtry effectual, the moſt 
vigorous perſeverance, the firmeſt attach- 


met to ti biin fritthe” whielt their 


| heavenly Maſter had taught them, and 
above ne” the utmoſt 9 ens | 


C I PR 3 


8 might hee” been fatal, | 

and luke-warm piety would have done 
nothing. To whatever ſudject, indeed, 
we direct our attention; whether we con- 
|  fider the operations of armies, or the ex- 


ertions of the legillative body, nothing 


great can be atchieved, and nothing valu- 
able can be obtained, but by united endea- 
yours and general concurrence. Nor is 
this ſpirit of unanimity leſs neceſſary to the 
peace and comfort of damefſtic life. Every ; 
| one knows, how much his happineſs and . 
perhaps $is welfare would be promoted, 
were all about bim diſpoſed ta cultivate, 
good-fcllowſhip, and that chriſtian diſpo-, 
fition which teaches us to bear with one. 


Nene 8 infirmities. But in no caſe i 18 * 
„ more 


2 


far) dt tk: 
W la a than in thoſe who e 
the SPSS: CAPE. 17 1 1077 n Y V0 


i, 
. 
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Im ene 8 on Coke _ 
of the text, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew how | 
unanimity. among chriſtians of every dena- | 
mination might, in a great degree, be pra- 
moted, and for what . 5 . 70 


ee ly defend, * ee e 


* * 
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Tur Fr thing that 794 3 . 
is: a ſincere love of religion z and its intereſts. 
Had we the cauſe of chriſtianity at heart, 

we e ſhould avoid every. thing that. might - 
| to weaken its authority, or diminaſ] 
its 3 9 The man who from an ambi- 
tion of being thought a philoſopher, mi ight 
have been led to form his creed different 
from the reſt of the world, who not con- 
h the grand eſſentials of religion, | 
has from vanity, caprice, reſtleſſneſs of 
diſpoſition, or any other cauſe, truck out 
ſomething which mankind never before 
bend of, thould not prefuine 0 diflminate 


—_ 


make him dell much r 


a A uliar tare, : qi f We Wedel 
8 0 ff their truth, 0 convinced not only that 
they would not prove imurious to the in- 
tereſts of chriſtianity, but be thou ght ne- 
ceſfaly to eternal falvation. If by propa- 
Eating his” own” {ehifmarid notions, and 


combating the'eftabliſhed'tenets'of others 
& 


_ there is even a probability that nft 
 Todviriing His neighbour, he might, per- 
haps, unſettle his principles, and fill his 
mind with doubt and N e if 
THR" of advancing the” cauſe *which he 
witties to promote; be night give freſh 
ground för Has to cavit, and freſh oa 


Fon for ſceptch ts thin mph; à true love of | 
Tengion would teach him to bury Ml. 


L nichts for ever in his own bofom, and 
ather on thoſe 


tete in which he ang bis fellow chrif 
bas are alt uitayithous, than perverſely 

ee Fear ſubjedts on Which he mighs have - 
"opportunity of differing 'froth* them, 
and” fake "atotic. It is not ee 
that he is, or Perhaps, 'hop ; 


E K 5 on Iu EY - 
be is i go6d and conſcientious man. Before 7 
| he ventutes to diſturb the order and cfta- 
bliſhment of ſociety, he ought to be aſſured 

a the grounds of his conviction are Jp 
as, when 'Sxplaiped," will give ſatisfaction = | 
Þ he minds of othiets.” Plain, os 0 ee. 
_ neceflary truth has nothing to fear, and 8 
win always make its way in the Wola. : 

The ſmall body of. chriſtians who ' firſt 
compoſed the 1 church were : fully 
convinced themſelves, and their firnineſs, 

FE their charity, and, above all, their unani- 
ty; ; Fally-qualificq them for the conyer- 
1 ſion be the world. The glorious reforma- 
tion of modern times allo was undertaken 
with zeal and earneſtneſs, and ſupported 
dy palpable trutli and evident juſtice. The 5 
ſtruggle therefore Was neither long nor 
difficult. In a free country, not only the 
eauſe of religion, but the dignity of 'hu- 
man nature was concerned, The proę reſs 
of truth was rapid, and ſuperttitioh, bi 
3Zotry, perſecution and error vaniſhed pra- 
= dually before it, as the miſts of the morn- 

| 25 are 1 by: the WP ſun,” "Since 
that 
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that aer, period, not only religion: 


truth, but truth of every; kind, whether it 
to morals, ſgence or government, | 
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has been cul tivated 'with ardor and ſucceſs. | 
In chriltianity, more particularly, there 
cannot now be any truths that are neceſ- 
ſary, or very Fo amp to 55 eee 
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i 7elgion, aur nd ſhayld be heh" 
as. it is with thoſe we loye. We ſhould 
nent be on the watch for trifles to create 
fion; but ſatisfied with what is funda- 
mentally. _—_— and eſſentially good, ſhould 
be blind, of avi leaſt indifferent, to matters 


, convinced. or the neceflity of revelation and 
the truth of the goſpel, religion, as an ele- 
gent writer obſerves, is a matter of ſenti- 
ment, rather than of argument; 1 
in our modes of thinking, as well as act 
ing we have. a ſomething Pee | liar * 
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Motld'be ready to give that 
ty © ſcience to others which we 
are at all times ready to claim. Unleſs 
| ke 8 enthuffaſim Would conceal herſelf 
Ager the form of pure devotion, or here 
3 55 t grölß And error Ib alirming, | 
40 threaten the ſubverſion of thorality, | 
af Eper the Effese of chtifttan du. 
ties, we ſhonldbe extremly bender in com. 
bating, er in ſttiving te unſettle the teriels = 
neighbour!” He that if indeed achrif 
for the interefts d | 
"the goſßel, and Zealbus for its trütti. ft is 15 5 
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| Reo" M mind” "to. ls 
"the contemplation'of its" do&trines; its 5 
. mifes and la wi, His love, dis reveretl . 
. "gratitude and al 6a are” all etigaget | 
\ As ſtich, therefore. he cannot be indiffe. | 
| "rent When any of What he deems its truths 
ate called in queſtion.” It woun n 
| imen Which He” always connects w. „ 
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be. hoped;that Ser diſciple of Ken 
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_ forward to the Promiſes o the. 17 0 = 
the crown, aud:;confuramation.;of his 


_ when this world:ball.beno moe if 
Ferres en he ese word of, God as 

WT a Ae ee 28 if he pro- 
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hy dee e as much injured, 
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are many wiſe and good men, who agree” 
_ us. in every thing that. is eſſential, 
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from which they-derive' 10 18 of" 


5 cis] their devotion a fervency, which | 
| it would otherwiſe, perhaps, have wanted, 
Sema nne deviations from general cuſs" 
t 1 d to educa PLOT 
might be ateributed 10 pine ang nt 
Weesen ts every: 


often tempts a e to —— m the 
3 It v9 a rule with- the 
apoſtles, but more particularly 
Paul, never to contend about matters of 
this f ſor 
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Lr us not wound the conſcience; then, 
ce any weak brother, when there is no ne- 
eeſſity for it; but let us grant to everyone, 


_ that Indulyence which we wifh to-enjoy | 
_ Cundeives.: If we poiſon the ſmalleſt ſburce 


"of: -amocent comet that may ſpring up 
_ oveaſlonally. in u chriftian's boſom, we do 
binn am altnoſt irreparable injury; eſpeci- 
= when, wie po ſider the Mort duration 
of frman ie, andthe large” Þ ction-of it 


veil ve le, Ty obſtinat perfrerane, 
ehen in hich he Ends ſufficient Wen- 

tion we ſhall nor d cafily be able to ei- 
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ken with the wind 


| 4 ſtill, and not find der 


' Hale infirmities of * temper, v 5 
not wiſh ſhould be viewed GAs eye of 
1 teriderneſs? And ſurely 1 not every fingularity 
p of diſpoſition ſhould be treated with harſh- 
neſs, nor every little deviation from the ge- 
neral practice of Ife wit 
; dere is folid YR: and nn ſhed d virtue, 
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of character, ſome errors of conduſd And 5 


1 ſeverity.” "Where 


| . ins of bh, and to aghity 
2 few extrayagances of the heart to 
1 erimes. If this mutual forbear⸗ 
_ 'celfary to maintain peace and benevolence | 
in gur daily Intercourſe with the world, 
| -andeevery one k 


nce be ne- 


ow it to be fo, it is no 


leſs neceſſary, in bur occaftonal intercourſe 


with chriſtians of every denomination. 
That candid anc 
mind, which I wiſh" to inculeate, would 


charitable difpoſition of 


withhold us from beſtowin g, with indiſ- 


5 erdminate cenſure, the opprobrious epithets JE 
of . ä of folly on the reli- 
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e of our -neighbour; whoſe: | 
Principles might be as firm, - and whoſe 
piety might be as fervent as our ohn, 
* thoughthe'might ſomeu/ hat differ from us | 
in exterior forms and unauailing cere- 5 
monies. W ee, 2 my 1 0 25 2 8 2 


: Sts $i Fs 8 Eich 4.5 8 + Hot 8 71 22 25 7 G 25 TELE SS 118 


I, inſtead of eutivating; this meek and” 
— temper towards gur brethren;> we! 
ind ulge A perverſe ſpirit of wranglihg and 
diſputation on every trifling aden Ns. : 
our” moſt Andoims/ f Ag eh 1 — 
there will be no general and permane be 
_ concordance of ſentiment'or opinion, nor 
can we expect that there ſhould, be any, 
in the houſhold of faith, of one heart 
and one ſoul.. T be important intereſts 
and eternal obligations: 'of religion, that 
ought always to be felt; at the heat, ill ; 
often. de forgotten, for the fondneſs of en- 
- gaging in Ar mere battle of words, and 
_- vanity of obtaining victory in argu- 

t. "Beſides, there ſeems to de a ſome- 
hig ly EW if not impious. int 
q 1 R 4 . talking 
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amining into his eſſence and bis. nature 
wk vain nad idle ee een 


| propriety and a juſt 5 che hun man ca- 
Pacity will generally determine. Fo trans- 
Selz the in the former, is to enter the 
epticiſm and error, or to blunt 

t timent which connects the 
wonbiy of, God, and our m 


0 of. the ui To. paſs e thera in we 
latter, is to bewyilder ourſelves in the Wy 

_ _ ciful regions of hypotheſis and the w 
| bounds :of poſſibility. Let us not — 4 
1 allo. Wente man Who is oak , 
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in -eacher” 3 for _ wer- 
ing than Ewe) it as c <livins 
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teouſneſs and true holinefs. ; Nor are thoſe 
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en il effects 3 from this 


ahn N Who does not wit- 
ar . Ae: - bitterneſs and 
„ wrath, the anger, clamor and evils 
166, "ONE. that are occaſioned by per- 
verſe and obſtinate diſputation on the moſt 
133 ad ang ee If we 


* pages 45 We blotted ar} — 
with the memorial of horrid perſecutions 


| c individuals, arifing whelly 
enlity of the mind. Let 
anne 455 that primitive chriſt» 
"ws was':i1ot corrupted, till ſome ſnans 
of proſperity had lulled its profeſſors into 
a ſort of indolent ſecurity, and rill "men | 
: nen the church fonder of 2 


ſter oak f Nee g prac- 


Bor what ſhall we r of the: aig 
bote of diſputants that ſurround us now? 
Al er fight che good fight of faith,” 
emſelves, but are ſo 
far from: bog e of one heart and one 
they ſeem induſtrious to 
find erke Co dite ons another. 
Cor trary to the practice of thoſe who were 
happy #toiteſtify only what they knew, 
they are moſt zealous in contending for 
what every one, who acts ingenuouſſy, muſt 
own he knows little, or nathing of. It 
den 'that they either made relig gion 
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: © theft: 


oth r times he would eee i 
minds and exalt our nature} by telling us 
rhat we are the Ulak helpleſs agents | 

neceſſity : or if we ſnould not comprehend | 
tis, we are formed, that liberty is 

ſity, and neceſſity liberty and that e 

Whole is 4 ſtrife about words. n e 
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9 AwernEA affirms,» with equal confi- 
dence that JefasOheift ws $th eonly true co 
himſelf, manifeſted to the world in a hu 
| man ſhape. Athird wiſhes to inform you, 
| fely „ how the unior 
with the human nature Was e — 5 
a urch would make” you believe that he 
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che primitive apoſtles. The diſputers of 
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lente;'ts know 7258 n he Gould. 
_ tgard) fuel teachers of echriſtianity: ; We 


were he again to appear on earth, would 
addreſs them as he ſometitmes did Wee 


old, of whether, inthe mildneſs 
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c aft condut; would be preſump- 
tuous: We will not dwell therefore on 
the flattering diſtinction of ”—_ conſidered | 
25 oa lader of a:ſet; the 


pretending to-ſee Oe OO 
others, here nothing is to be Lern but 
0s through a-glaſs-darkly:;!—=we:will 

not mention theſe, conſiderations, 4 mo- 
tives for the ſectariams conduct, becauſe | 
it would; perhaps, be Uncharitables and in 
ſoms caſes unttue : but we help 
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infitied e on, in this: ee dane erer I” 
have taken the text, anck in other parts of 
the apoſtolic hiſtory? Theſe three, ſalva- 
tion by Jeſus Chriſt,” thekreſurreStion- of | 


the a e 3 de . — final ſtate o 


- ought — i —— f — 
chriſtian's creed. - Theſe were the exalted 


> : truths” which the apoſtles inſiſted on, for 
which they even dared to die, and which 


they propagated with ſuch: unanimous'zeat 
and conſtancy, that they might well be fait 
to have been © of one heart and fol. Pro- 

| curl vr are agreed on theſe important doc- 
trines, and the Practical duties of chriſtianity 
to which they give vigor and effect, why 
 fliould-we ſeck occaſion for ſpreading diſſen- 
 honili Iwider;andeventually, perhaps, bring 
e pop on tas" oma WEIS: mean to 
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the apoſt s precep t, and, as far as it is 
81 poſſible, live ARG with ws men 7” 
""Þ tal r 
+ Bur though in matters of fight in impar- 
- tance, or of no concern, I wiſh. you to 

cultivate that ch rity and forbearance which 

are ſo eſſential to the Preſervation of una- 
\nimity and peace yet where the real i inte- 
reſts of chriſtianity are concerned, where 
the purity of its eſſential, doctrines are in 
Langer of being corrupted, or the heavenly 
ſanction of its laws attempted to be done 
away, it is incumbent on every one wo 
claims the dignity of being a diſciple of 
Chriſt, to vindicate his profeſſion, and in 
' the mild and ſteady. ſpirit of chriſtian cha- 
- Tiki. be ready, at all times, to give à rea- 

ſonable account “ of the hope that is in 

& him with meekneſs and with fear,” 1 
would have him think it as much his 

duty to do this, as though his honeſty and 
truth, or any other p rinciple which he 
deemed moſt dear,, v were called in queſtion 
"Im the. world... e en abe, Jour : 
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” undd be too much aware of that ſhame- 


faced candor, and that mean, accommo- * 


dating temper which are ſo common in 


the world; which are ſometimes the flimſy 


_ diſguiſe of libertiniſm or indifference ; but 


oftener the poor reſource of a weak and 
pufillanimous mind, afraid to avow its 
own purpoſes, or withheld from as it | 


Rod: a ou 19 of e hp and eee 


81 


45 you are in e with \ repaid wo: re- 
hw, if you are not from luke-warmneſs, 
or indolence, to be ranked among thoſe, 

Who if they examined their own hearts, 
might ſay, perhaps, with Agrippa, that 
they were © almoſt perſuaded. to be chriſ- 
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: if you look up to the revealed 


eu” 


word of God as to the rock of your ſal- 


vation; if you ſuffer it to rule your con- 
duct, form your principles, and direct your 


piety; or if you wiſh to derive comfort 


from it in affliction, and hope that when _ 
you lie on the bed of death, your prayers 


and your alms will: go up for a memo- 


« nal N God; I you wall never ſuffer | 


1 mixture of fortitude and gentleneſs, muc 
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+ ” to hs trifled with, or abuſed within the i 
ſphere of your authority. In proportion 
28 yon deſpiſe the ribaldry of a Voltaire, 
and the froſty ſcepticiſm of Hume, you 
will exert your influence in checking any 
thing chat might approach to it, in your 
intercourſe with the world. By a prudent 


good may be done by every member of ö 
ſociety. Where we cannot abſolutely pre- 
vent evil, we may at leaſt ſignify our diſ- 

a approbation of it; and: not, as is too often 
the caſe, countenance abſcenity' and im- 

piety by indulging a Janie, diſorderly mer= 
timent, at the ludicrous aſſociation of ſa- 
cred with profane ideas, and by expreſſing 

a ſatisfaction which we do not feel, or 

which at leaſt, in our ſerious e we 

are aſhamed to 0 acknowledge. . 


Wirn e, wndernek hs may view 
the venial errors of our neighbour; how 
ready ſoever we may be to admit the 
claims of conſcience, the force of example, 
and ty Oe) of education i in religious 
vB 8 Pe, 


| our power. While we are re 
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| practice, we muſt know that vice is always 
wrong, and that impiety is always finfa 
In this; at leaſt, we may be unanimous, and 
as Chriſtians, are bound to check the grows 
ing influence of moral turpitude and cor- 
ruption of manners, by every means in 
An r the ſin that doch fo 0 beſet 
te ourſelves, let us uſe our utmoſt endea 
yours to ſecure others alſo againſt her dan- 
gerous dominion ; but more -particularly 
thoſe who are in any reſpe& dependent on 
us. This is to be done, and for the moſt 
part effectually, as far as relates to our 
children and domeſtics, by eſtabliſhing fixed 
_ - and regular habits of devotion, by with- 
drawing them from the contagion of bad 
example, and by ſeaſoning their minds with 
| friendly admonition and wholeſome re- 
: . 


I 4505 performing the . ** 
which regard ourſelves, our neighbour and 
the Deity, may we be not only unani- 
i mous, but active, earneſt and ſincere. Let 
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came where be Was, and when he ſaw bim 


be had compaſſion on bim. e tanks! 
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TT was one great object with our bleſſed 
L Lord, while on earth, to eſtabliſh men 
in ſocial virtue, and to diffuſe the ſenti- | 
ments of unbounded charity and benevo-' 
lence throughout the world. He endea-' 
| voured i in his character, as a moral teacher, 
to wipe away all illiberal pre judices, which 
men are apt to harbour againſt one another 
for ene of opinion, and always i in- 
Der culcated, 
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culcated, that no national enmity, or pri- 
vate reſentment, ought to prevent the free 
exerciſe of humanity, ar check the ſtrong 
current of neighbourhy Loves: Superior 
himſelf to the many weakneſſes and im- 
: perfections that debaſe human nature, no 
injuries, however great, no hatred and 
malice, however virulent and unprovoked, | 
no perſecutions or afflictions, however cruel 
and unmerited, could excite any maleyo- 
lent, or unfriendly paſſions in his boſom ; 
or prevail upon him to forget that im- 
partial kindneſs and affection which 5 
ſhewed' to all the world. His whole life, 
indeed, was one continued labor of love; 
and. in his laſt moments, he not only 
gave thoſe who murdered him himſelf, 
but alſo poured forth a prayer to his hea- 
venly Father for tem. * Father,” ſaid 
he, ff: forgive them, for chey know not 
202 hat they do“ This univerſal, and 
unbounded principle of charity, he has 
| labored to inculcate and eſtabliſh in diffe- 
rent parts of his holy goſpel. Love 
2 our ee bleſs them that curſe 


66 you; : 


[ein 


: {5 
3 as - 
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* you; do good to them that hate = 
« and pray for them that Wen, uſe 
you and perſecute you, are ſome of 
thoſe divine precepts which are contained | 
in his heavenly ſermon on the mount. 


|  Theepiſtles of St. Paul and of the other 


apoſtles, are full 'of texts that will enforce 
the ſame bleſſed doctrines; but it may be 


vnneceſſary to multiply quotations from 


ſcripture to this purpoſe, ſince the divine 
ſpirit of chriſtian benevolence, on which I 
mean at preſent to diſcourſe, is beautifully 
illuſtrated, and admirably taught, in that 
bee parable om WOE: he's text is | 
8 was PU EIN ie EIN to a certain 
i weiryer:; who, when he enquired of our 
Saviour, with no laudable intention we 
are to ſuppoſe, ce what he ſhould do to 


__ 5+. inherit eternal life?” Jeſus ſaid, hat 


« is written in the law? How readeſt 
* thou ?. And he anſwering, ſaid, Thou 
* ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all 
"Oy heart, and _ all thy foul, and 


. = os with 


es 8 E "Ki N oN 


=” ov; all thy ſtrength, and with. all _ 
EM mind, and thy neighbour as thyſelf. 

And he ſaid unto him, thou haſt an- 
a 6. ſwered right : this do, and thou ſhalt 
40 Jive,” But he, willing to juſtify him- 
« ſelf, as St. Luke informs us, ſtill in- 
terrogated him further by ſaying, and 

ho is my neighbour?” Then the bleſſed 
Son of God, who never ſpake as man ſpoke, 
| uttered. the following parable, the beauty : 
and. ſimplicity of. den et in aha 
3 e, be as ee | 


1 N certain man, faid 155 went SPE 
6. . Jeruſalem to Jericho, and fell 
among thieves, which ſtripped him of 
- < his raiment, and wounded him, and de- ” 
912 parted, leaving him half dead: And, by : a 
10 chance, there came down a certain prieſt 
„ that way; and, when he ſaw him, he 
6 paſſed by on the other ſide; and likewife | 
* a Levite, when he was at the place, came 
* and looked on him, and paſſed by on 
< the other ſide: But a certain Samaritan, 
cc as he journeyed, came where he was; 
x 9 and 
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1 and when He ſaw him, he had compaſ- 
4 « ſion on him; and went to him, and 


<« bound up his wounds, pouring in oil 
cc and: wine; and ſet him on his own 


|. row, when he departed, he took out 
t twopence, and gave them ta the 
. and ſaid unto him. take care of him, and 


ws whatſdever thou ſpendeſt more, when 1 


come again, I will repay thee. - Which 


5 16 now of theſe three, thinkeſt thou, was 
« - neighbour unto him that fell among the 


« _ thieves? And he ſaid, he that ſhewed 
e mercy. on him. Then ſaid, Jeſus unto 


him. 805 and de thou ACTIN „ 


* 


3 
TY * 11 2531 


3 Tuts 1 think may be e 2 one 


of the moſt delightful leſſons of humanity 


that ever was delivered, for the i improve 
ment of the human heart. It is told witk 


all that dignity, and beautiful ſimplicity, 
which ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed every 


thing that our bleſſed Saviour ſaid or did: 


but, 1 in order to ſee its full force, and per- 


. ü 1 ceive 


it; and brought him to an inn, and 
« Nady care of him: And, on the mor- 


*** . 


i 
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5 ceive its greateſt excellence, it is neteſmry 

. that we fhould/know. wha the Samaritans 
were; ſince more than half the merit of 
this good man's humane and generous be- 
haviour towards the unfortunate Jew, de- 
3 upon the peculiar circumſtanc 

the ſtory. Let me, therefore, beg your 
attention to a ſhort pices of — in 
ee ituftrate the rt og _— 


: "EY, 24 
£ £ * : 1 * 
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Ti cartieſt deere e aceuf — 
is in the ſixteenth chapter of the firſt book 


of Kings, where we. ate told; that, in 
the thirty and firſt year of Aſa, king of 
Judah, began Omii to reign over Ifrae! 


the Hill 


% twelve years; and he- boug 


« SAMARIA, of Shemer, for two talents 
of ſilver; and built” on the hill, and 
called the name of fhe city which he 
«built, after the name of Shemer, owner 

of the hill Sa MAR 


city that King Ahab, Otaris ſon; and the 


| ſucceeding kings of Iſrael; fixed their reſi- 


denee. From being the 5 e apc, 


£ 
SE 


nees/ of 


14.“ It was in this. i 
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aux boeamein. proceſs of ; 
riſhing city; and was ſurrcufided with for? 


tifications ſufficiently ; —_ _ _ the 


: mit that twelfth Jak of Ahaz, king f 


Judah, began Hoſhea; the ſon of Elah; 


to reign in Samara over Iſrael, nine 
e years; and he did that which was evil 


| « the kings of Iſrael that were before him, 
i« Againſt him came up Shalmaneſer, king 


of Aſſyria; and Hoſhea became his ſer- 
vant, and gave him preſents. And the 


„ king-of: Aſſyria found "conſpiracy in 


= Fofhea ; for he had ſent meſſengers ta 


80, king of Egypt, and brought no 
1 preſent to the king of Aſſyria, as he 


* had done year by year; therefore the 

m up, and 
ion. Then the king 
of Aſſyria came up throughout all the 


- e king of Aſſyria hut” Hit 
„ bound liim in priſor 


land, and went up to SAMARTA, and 


carried Iſrael away inte Aſſyria, and 


« n them 1 in en and in Habor, by 


| A 2 
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act 
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1 6 \Faom this ae the 7 
; we returned: agd Shalmaneſer id ties 


ir ef arent eee Bit ane: ft 


. 
* 5 
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of the Eaſt, t 


populated. The ſacred hiſtory informs us; 


that they came from Babylon, Cuthah, 
Ava, Hamath, and Sepharvaim. Theſe 


people were conſequently Heathens and 


; 1dolaters, and introduced their reſpeCtive 
_ idols into the land which their ſovereignn 
a e But et. es 0 had 


= their-king a Jewiſh prieſt -who/r reſided: at 
Bethel, and taught them the law of Moſes; 
and how they ſhould fear the Lord.. 


The idolatrous nations, however, ſtill ad- 


dered to their favorite ſuperſtitions, and 
5 | waght, . OS) have receii {3 


| lover's en- 


: 0 
ment poor 
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of as” ten revolted tribes, who had never 


wholly abſtained from the worſhip of idols. 


But the miniſtry of the Jewiſh prieſt was 
not altogether without effect. They were 
at length prevailed on to acknowled; ge the : 


divine authority of the five books of Moſes; 
though many rejected it, and thoſe who. 
pretended to be proſelytes, it is obſervable, 
never kept the ſabbath with any ſtrictneſs. 
The religion of the country, therefore, was 
a mixture of J ſudaiſm and 17 . 


| Fuer Eaſtern Anette had 1 now Te 
- more than two centuries inhabited their 


new fettlements, when the people of Judah | 


returned from the Babyloniſh captivity, 


furniſhed, by the liberality of Cyrus, with 


_ a commiſſion to rebuild their temple, and 


preſented with all the maſly plate of gold 
and filver which Nebuchadnezzar had taken, | 


to adorn it. The Samaritans, it appears, 


regarded the Jews on their return with an 7 
eye of jealouſy, and treated their attempt 


to W the temple with ſeorn and deri- 
T ion. 


A-\ 


© 
' 
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. 
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Not is it to be ſuppoſed that ahbe) 


gs of Judah, who had long been taught 


to conſider Samaria as the feat. of civil 


ö | flaughter,, hereſy. and. ſchiſm, were {pre 
inclined. to.cultivate peace than the r 
latrous neigbbours. This mutual diſpe 0. 
ſition to enmity was increaſed by a variety. 5 
of cauſes. They irfitated the ] ews, by con- 


fdently aſſerting, that they were in pol 


ſeſſion of the true and. genuine. copy of 


the Pentateuch. 125 further odious 
to them, becau 


groſs and 1 impure rites of their idolatry, 
with the: worſhip of the one true. God, 
as taught by Moſes. Beſides, their be- 
2 haviour to the Jews, on their return from 
captivity Was, it muſt be owned, treache- 


e they still zunited the, 


rous and baſe ; 3 for under the maſk. of. 


0 friendſhip, and a pretence of. hoy der 
my, rebyilding their temple, tl 


| dulg ged a hope.of prev nt 


ſto 


ting, the further ao derbe of. 


| the welk, 5 and when they found that this. 


inſidious conduct did :not fucceed, © they, 
acc uſed che Jews of x6bellian-to Autgrerres, 


. T - who 
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who iſſued a an order ar pitting 4 2 to. 


2 the 3 year of: the reign of Tine | 
nus, king of Perſia, the undertaking how- 


ever was renewed, and carried on with in- 


crealing zeal and alacrity. When the walls 


de built, the animoſity of the Samaritans 


broke out again in expreſſions of virulence 


and contempt. Nor did they ſtop here, 
but proceeded to open violence; for Nehe- 


miah relates that, when Sanballat and 


„ Tobiah heard that the walls of Jeruſa- 


< lem were made up, and that the breaches 
**. began. to be ſtopped, they were very | 


_ ©. wroth, and conſpired together with others | 


to come and to fight againſt Jerniolens 


HA and 1 to alen it.“ 


„ 3 if oo 


* %. 2 * 


the Jews i in x their religious NY og turned 


out Manaſſeh, the ſon of Joiada, and the 


4 Joe cds Arte, that he was brother of 1 the 
high eee: 4 EF F N | 
„ gran on 


8 : 
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25 grindion of Eliaſhib, the high prieſt, be- 


_ cauſe he had married Nicaſa, the daughter 


of Sanballat the Chuthite, who governed 


Samaria, during the reign of Darius; and 
farther, perhaps, becauſe this Sanballat was | 
the man who had been ſo active in oppoſing 
and diſtreſſi ing the Jews, in the e Lan pom 

19 5 their prone Annen ee 


Oey Manaſſeh was' feos: excommuni- 
5 his father petitioned Alexander the 
Great, who had juſt then obtained his ſignal 
Victory over the unfortunate Darius, for 
leave to build a temple, like that at Jeruſa- 
lem, upon Mount Gerizim, which was near 
Samaria. The king condeſcended to grant 
bis requeſt; the temple was built, and his 
fon, Manaſſeh, appointed the high prieſt of 
it. The conſequence was, that thoſe Jews, 
who were excluded from the temple . at 
Jeruſalem, for any violation of their laws, 755 
ſuch as profaning the ſabbath, eating un- f 


1 clean meats, and other enormities, found 


a refuge here. Particularly, as Joſephus i 
relates, many prieſts and other Iſraelites, 
who had married ſtrange women, were 
3 a 5 3 © ad- 


/ 


- SHE R XIE, - wn7 
admitted into the temple on Mount Geri - 
-zim, and ſuffered to exerciſe the peculiar 2 

religion of their country, under the coun-  - 
tenance, and protection of Manaſſeh, the | 
high prieſt, who was ftrenuouſly ſupported 
by the wealth and power of his father- in- 
law. This gave great offence to the Jews, 
as it ſerved, in ſome meaſure, to deſtro ß 
the force of their laws; for the dre 
offence became leſs violent, of courſe, when | 
the delinquents kne y DW: to evade: the 


Ons. het 1 


—— 


Sh Tas wich 3 the two panic was 
5 ne ſtill wider, by the letter which the 
© Samaritans preſented to Antiochus Epi- 
_ phanes; who had juſt before perſecuted the 
Jews with the moſt brutal cruelty, on ac- 
count of their religion, and who, not con- 
tented with having plundered their temple, 
had wantonly polluted their altars. This 
letter, or petition, was replete with mean 
neſs, falſnood and hypocriſy. It began 
> with the moſt abject flattery, and with an 
impious proſtitution of language, was ad- 
Qrelſed © To ANTIOCHUS EPIPHANES, THE 
5 1 3 IILIus- 


wr 
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| ILLUSTRIOUS Gop 1 It expreſly declared; 
that the Samaritans had no connection 
with the Jews, and that their origin and 


religious cuſtoms were different; it ſtated, i 
that they had been led, partly through their 


misfortunes, and partly through a regard 
to-an ancient ſuperſtition, -to join the Jews 


in ae a feſtival, which they called 


the ſabbath; it then ſet forth, that Anti- 


ochüs had juſtly puniſhed thoſe abandoned 


people, called the Jews; and after aſſerting 
that they had built a temple on Mount 


Gerizim, in which they performed ſacrifice, 


but which had hitherto the name of no 
God, coneluded with begging that it might 


ws Sediicated to n Grecian 3 | 


4 


ks; as we Sch able; ak 


the captivity of the ten tribes, was Peepled 


by wanderers of various nations that emi- 
grated from the Eaſt, and were originally 
idolaters ; 3 but as they muſt Ive) . 


G e poſſeſſion” of the e country, 
and as great numbers in ſucceeding ages, 
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: for the'reaſons: we Have e mentioned: 


were continually flocking to them, becauſe 


they had a temple on Mount Gerizim to 
g0 to, in which the law of Moſes was read 


publickly, and the - Jewiſh ceremonies, I 


fuppoſe, duly performed, the whole coun- 
try, in proceſs of time, approached very 


near to that form of worſhip, which was 


won 


preſcribed in the ſcripture hy God to the 


or mitigate; in the deat; that enmity which 
Was between them. For the inveterate 
| hatred which the Jes conceived againſt 

therm originally, from the oppoſition wWhicli 
was mile againſt then by Sanballat, while 
they were rebuilding their temple; had been 
ſo exceedingly exaſperated and increaſed, 


| from time to time, on account of the ſhel. 


ter which they afforded to the rebellious 
nounced the heavieſt curſe again ſt them 


they poſſibly could: It cut off all xind of 
5 mterco Ir -and communication with them; 


ene 155 ee nend In 
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Jews. But chis did not at all ferve to re- 
_ concale them to their offended. neighbours, 
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and cattle ſunelean; it precluded every poſſis 
dility of their becoming proſtlytes, and en- 
deavoured to deſtroy, as far as poſſible, their 
4 Hoe of the mm and ws; life, 
| dn ars two or Ao ales in 
1 st. John's goſpel, that will ſerve to confirm 
this account of the enmity which ſubſiſted 
| between the Jews and the Samaritans. He 
tells us, our bleſſed Lord being wearied 
< with his j journey, fat down on Jacob's 
« Well, and a woman of Samaria came 
te thereto draw water; and he ſaid unto her, 
2 Cive me to drink; but ſhe anſwered, how 
© is it that thou, being a Jew, aſkeſt drink 
5 of me, who am a woman of Samaria ? 
e for (rejoins the holy evangeliſt) the Jews 
te have no dealings with the Samaritans.” 
Rancorous, indeed, muſt have been that 
national hatred, which could make her 
heſitate to give a weary and thirſty traveller 
i draught of water; and that it was ſo, 
we may learn from another circumſtance; 
for when the Jews meant to caſt the ſe- 
vereſt and moſt ignominious reproach. on 
our Saviour, they exclaimed, in the bitter= 
| 35 


Sew 
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bes of malice, Thou art a Samaritan, 
£ and haſt a devil.” In confirmation of 
the above, we may alſo quote the virulent 
expreſſion of the ſon of Sirach, two 
 * nations my ſoul Af. the e HN 
5 = ders E 81 or ie "BSV 4 
{Choe 055 inte this > kts ex 
Aba let us now review the ſtory. 
We find the Prieſt and the Levite, who, 
though they were his countrymen; when 
they ſaw him, uncharitably ** paſſed hy on 
the other ſide. But the good Samaritan, 
| Mosgh he was one of thoſe people whom 
the Jews utterly deteſted and abhorred, had 
compaſſion on him; bound up his wounds, 
ſet him on his on beaſt, and brought him 
to an inn, here he had him taken care of 
at his own expence. Not all the national 
hatred, Which the Jews on every oecaſion, 
ſo diſgracefully exerciſed againſt his fellow- 
countrymen, nor that heavy curſe which 
had been denounced againſt them in the 
5 ach of bat and revenge, could 85 
Sos =_—_ | 
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Ab kind emotions of pity And 
compaſſion; on make him forget thoſt of. 
fices of common humanity; Which ney 
due to him, as à citizen of the world, and 
which he rightly: judged every: good 5 
was bound to perform. This, as our 
. | bleſſed Redeemer infers, is the duty of a 
neighbour. But, with what gentleneſs and 

delicacy: has he-cenſured;: or rather com- 

Plained of the neglect of this great duty = 
among the Jews, by repreſenting, in this 
beautiful parable, one of their Prieſts and 


TLevites as paſſing by, without attending 


their own brethren, wWho would habe 
Periſned by the ways ſide, perhaps, had 
not the principles of true charity and be- 
nevolence brought an enemy to his aſſiſt 
ance q a man who was ever ready to ſtretch 
oui his hand to the unfortunate wherever 
he found them; one whoſe ſeriſr of virtue 
was ſuperior to the mean and malignant 
| ſpirit of revenge, and who: therefore could 
V even to dis enemies! 
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Burr let us not ſuppoſe this admirable 
leflom of focial loye and duty, was intended 
for th particular purpoſe only of reproach 
27 ing the Jews, or of anſwering his vain en- 
| * quiry who gave riſe to it. The precepts 
of chriſhanity were meant for all'mankind 
to-profit- by, and to extend ſalvation to the 15 
end of the world. I wiſh I could be juſti« 
| fied in ſaying, that mankind at large had 
Profired by this bleſſed: advice of our Lord 
and Saviour, which is the ſubje& of our 
preſent” confideration;' and, influenced by 
his example, had opened their hearts to 
the gentle ſentiments of charity and love: 
But, if wðe look abroad into the world; 
we ſhall often find that the molt trifling 
difference/ among men, whether in re- 
gion, politics, or even in matters of idle 
ſpeculation; will not” only check the ex- 
cereiſe of every friendly and benevolent. 
work, but kindle alſo the malignant paſ- 
ſions of perſecution, hatred: and revenge. 
Indeed, we ſhall not, I preſume, be thought 
to tranſgreſs the bounds of truth, when wWe 
affirm, that there donot exiſt between man 
I mb S | and | 
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and man, who may be ſuppoſed to live . 
| ſociety without pique or prejudice, envy or 


diſpute, thoſe ſentiments of mutual bene N 


violence, that readineſs and pleaſure to lend 

ſuch aſſiſtance to another, in the hour of 

. misfortune and adverſity, as religion hath 
enjoined, arid the laws of i Hirns Ag 
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| affords. but too juſt ground to warrant 
theſe general aſſer tions, let it be our „ 
har. glory that this country ſands. unri "TR 
yalled, by ſurrounding. nations, in cha 


xitable and humane inſtitutions; in tl 


benevolent plans of every deſcription Whieh 

are formed for the relief and protection of 
de wietched. It was from the ſame libe- 
ral ſpirit alſo, that thoſe public bodies were 
incorporated; by which: commerce has been 1 


Hy. enlarged, and an intercourſe P 


| opened. between the malt diſtant. nations * 
bx Which the various ſtates of human ſo- 


have been made familiar to us, the 


bee s of reli ata extended; and civiliza= | 


Poe * 4 5 


tion 


im omnbeatvlly promoted. Such are the 
glorious effects of charity, public ſpirit and 


extenſive benevolence ; and ſuch, I truſt, 
are the virtues that will diſtinguiſh. us, 


among our co-temporary citizens of the 
wort, even to 95 A ne 


e Cc 


trious Gn dee by embracing every op- 
" or nity of doing good, and rendering 


ourſelyes uſeful to mankind.. Not to men- 


tion thoſe rewards which religion beſtows, 


mind thoſe. ſuperior gratifications which the 
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exerciſe. of good works always afford, one 
might ſuppoſe, indeed, that even a regard = 
_ to, ourſelves. would diſpoſe: us to imitate, 
at an humble diſtance, thoſe ; heavenly. 


\ 


e us din 48 Jon as we are * 7 
erned, to maintain this uf 


examples of divine love which our bleſſed 


Lord throughout his whole life exhibited. 
For where is that man Who, though he 


refuſes aſſiſtance to another i in the trying 


hour of ſorrow and calamity, would not 


himſelf be glad to look up to thoſe above 


him for protection and relief, ſhould pro- 


£44 ; 


vidence | 


=#, 


7 1 
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eee beo into the ſame hard . 
condition? And where is he, + however 
- great his poſſeſſions, kowen high his ſta - 
tion, vrho can enſure ſtability to his affairs, 
or guard againſt the many viciſſitudes of 
fortune? Let us remember that Job, the 
| greateſt of all the men of the Eaſt,” was, 
in a very ſhort time, deprive of all, and 
reduced to the loweſt ebb of wretchedneſs 
and miſery. The hiſtories of the world 
will furniſn us with many examples of 
men, who have been kings or emperers 
to- day, and ſlaves or beggars to-morrow. 
Thoſewho one day have exereiſed opp ve 
_ ervelty over their fellow-creatures, rave 
been the next obliged to ſabmit to the 
yoke themſelves, and relied: for fafety and 
Protection upon that clemency which they 
forgot to uſe. The exereiſe of chriſtian 
benevolence, therefore, is both Prudence 
and a duty which we owe ourſelves, as 


well a8 the  diftates 8 f 1 1 and v virtue. 
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ſbip or national regard. It ſhould be as 
dffafive as the good Samaritan's was; it 
ſhonld extend to the meaneſt wretch in 
creation, and relieve misfortune wherever 
it may be found; nor ſhould it top here; 
its benignant influence ſhould reach even 
to our enemies; it ſhould be as uncon- 
fined as the bright ſun- beams that animate 
the world, and, with regard to national 
diſtinctions, as regardleſs of its object as 
the frultful dews of heaven. For,“ 
ſays: abr; bleſſed Redeemer, if ye dhe 7 
them which love you, what reward 
c have you? Do not even the publicans 
CT the ſame? Be ye therefore perfect, he 


adds, even as your Father ee 18 hes - 


x heaven 1 18 perfect. 7 33G ene 


Ker he all a to profit by theſe = 

his: divine precepts, and let our lives ſhew 
that he has not died to eſtabliſh them for us 
in vain. Fortune, it is true, ſeldom affords 
us an opportunity of performing acts of 
| kindneſs: that are extenſively uſeful, and 
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8 


heron Seat to our notice. "We - 
are not, therefore, to wait for any extra- 
ordinary occaſion to ſhew our duty towards 


our neighbour, but rather cultivate at all 


| times chat charitable'diſpoſition, which it 
is evident the good Samaritan poſſeſſed, 
and which extends not only to the duties, 


baut the decencies of life ; which conſtantly 


dlſplays itſelf in the exerciſe of many 
- Httle endearing offices of courtely and 
Eindneſs, and which contributes much 
more to domeſtic happineſs and comfort, 
than a mind ſatisfied with being caſually 
generous, and fond 6 of > again Ge ac- 
tions of benevolence. r . 
laces us dan; mores to the worſhipping 
of athe everlaſting Father, in all righte- 


|  ouſneſs and true holineſs, be ever ready to 


cultivate: and promote the happineſs and 
welfare of our fellow-creatures, by imi- 


| a the ien OI of the good 
Samaritan. 
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: eamaritan. Let us not bring upon our- 
ſelves the guilt of thoſe, * who honored 


« God with their lips, but whoſe hearts 
te were far from him;” for we. may reſt 


aſſured, that faith without works is 
0 dead,” and that if we know theſe 
e things, and do them not, the greater 


Fc wil be our condemnation,” 


pe 
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Mar. XV. 13. 


2 1 Wege, . ye know. neither is. 
day nor the bour wherein the Son 4 Man 8 
 Gameth.. | | 7 


1 
| 


AN, 2 the earlieſt ages of the world, 
41 when communities firſt began to be 
eſtabliſhed, muſt have found many induce- 
ments to the practice of virtue from the 
neceſſary conditions of humanity, and the 
almoſt involuntary reflections of his own 
mind. The many eventual evils to which 
human life is continually expoſed, were al- 
moſt ſufficient, of themſelves, to teach a ra- 
<1 e tional 
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tion al creature the great duties which he 


owed ſociety, | Without calling i in t the aid 
of ie religion, or inſiſting on the exiſtence, of 


a moral principle in the human heart, 
which invariably dictates, the purſuit | of 
virtue, and as invariably oppoſes the prac- 
> the ſocial du- 


ties to another ſource; that of ſelf- love. 


Men could ſee their fr iends and neighbours 


at all times, and in all places, afflicted with 
diſeaſes, or Barrafſed with diſtreſſes of va- 
rious kinds. They could perceive, that no 
ſituation was ſecure from danger, or free 
flom thoſe evils which threaten us from 8 


within and from without. When, there- 


fore, they ſaw ſome pining in poverty, 
others ſmitten with anguiſh; or laboring 
Ha the afflictions of providence, what 
could awaken pity more, or lay a ftron; ger 
claim to their beneficence, than the pain- 
ful reflection, that every one was ſubject ; 
to the like calamities; and that the revolu- 
tion of a _ a on 8 1 hem over r their 


a heads! 
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- =p Hence the tear of compaſſion has flow- | 
ed, and from this prevailing motive, which 
ſprings in every boſom, the heart of cha- 

rity has been warmed, when religion” 8 voice 
Was ſilent, or regarded without reyerence, 

and the will of the Deity but imperfect- 

: ly known. Hence it was that men eſta- 
bliſhed the fundamental maxims of virtue, 

and firſt of all; perhaps, ſawy the reaſon- 
0 ebenes and felt the juſtice, of . doing 

«, unto others, as 388 man that. 1580 

* thould.do unto us, 

„ 2143 $145 1631-4094 mation $132 
— this 3 men W 
| al, was inſufficient to confirm men in the 
practice of virtue, or govern their conduct 
vith that ſteadineſs, which ouglit to ac- 
company every moral influence. We are 
creatures too imperfect to be ſtrictly en- 
gaged to our duty by many motives, much 
leſs was it to be expected from one only. 

We are Lr G deceiving ourſelves. by: 

hope or fear, and becoming dupes to the 


#5 ; 


pride and vanity; of: our own hearts. We 


are eee with confidence, in the day o 
U 3 e 


5 


5 ity, to ſiffer eventual evil to diſturb 


1 294 wn Me 0 * XIII. 
2 our felieity, and; by the ſame conſtitution 


ok the mind, tov much depteſſsd in udver- 
5 ty Acker to ear ieee le . 


. Faith to eben of fture comfort Het 


— 4% — Ebbw 4 a 12 


n 


| rute nel of acion were there. | 
- fore neceſſary for beings ſubject to ſuen 

weakneſs and imperfection. Hope, and 

_ that vain ea of ſecurity. which always 

attends proſperity, while it taught men to 

5 reject the intruſions of future evil, often- 

times ſuppreſſed pity, and checked the x- 
cxciſe of common humanity, The truth is, 
we are not to be governed by cafualties. . 

paſſions cannot be regulated, nor the 

. will eee but by fuch principles as 
_ * Mannen, fixed and eee 


von this bene hs Akchighty ky re- 
onkled his wilt to us, through his only be- 
gotten Son, and eſtabliſhed certain law, 
which are alone to be eonſidered as the 
en 1 human * and our on 


ro 
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prove our HAIER, and promote the happi- 
the Nor has the great 
Fe — our being been leſs ſolicitous. : 
to ſhew us the neceſlity of our conſtant, 
abedience to them, than he was, at firſt to. 
eſtabliſh them. They are enforced in the 
ſtrongeſt manner by many conſiderations 
that muſt, at times, af neceſſity ariſe in 


_ everyone's: mind. The limits of a diſ@ 


caurſe oblige me to confine myſelf to one 

only, and that, indeed is, what the words of 

the text in ſome meaſure require. I mean 
ng n ee * nn . ing 


Um ei 3 another bar of | 
exiſtence for all human beings, in which 
they will be either happy, or miſerable, ac- 
cording to their aGtians while in this bfe, 
and that the ſoul of man can never die, 
are the grand outlines of every religion. 


—_— ad wen may ſometimes differ 
ek — | 


| aft 'themſelyes x with reſpe to mods 
worſhip ; however anxious every one may 


ſecurity for vi 


29 n te Sf 4 xi. 


be to ſettle his tenets of belief, and paß 
his religious homage to the Father of all 


mercies, in that manner which ſeems moſt W 


agreeable to his underſtanding and his con- 
ſcience, the great object of all is the hap- 
pineſs of another world. Without this 

muta] there could be no motive to 8 
hip the Deity beyond what the imme- 


: Kats: fear of his power created; nor any 


ue beyond what ſelf-intereſt 
and ſelf-love afforded; "Man, i ndeed; ſoon 
ſaw'the neceſſity of a future ſtate, in order 


to reconcile the diſpenſations of providence - 


_ with the divine attributes. The pious ſoon 
learned to hope for 1 it, and the wicked ſoon 
learned todread it. The end of revelation 
was to propoſe it to all mankind for their 


belief, and fully to diſcloſe that glorious | | 
tight which the eye of reaſon, after 1 its 0 : 


e could: an e 8 


wo Vi; 14 2 I _ 0 


* NE BD not tell you with whore dünterelt⸗ 
n * e to all the 
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world the ch riſtian revelation. was eſta- 
bliſhed, nor would I repeat the great moral 


condition on which it confers happineſs, 


but to remind you of its conſiſtency with , 
human reaſon in that univerſal maxim of 
ſocial duty which I have already noticed. 
* Do unto others as ye would that they 
4 ſhiould do unto you,” is the law and the 
prophets, our Lord tells us, as well as the 
dictates of the human mind; with this 
all powerful motive added to it, that the 
done has the profpect of eternal happineſs 
16 enforce its obſervance, and the other 


little more than convenience, rere _ for 
tyitous amis of felt-love. * „ 


n the religion of: Chriſt: 1 his 5 


ſomething more noble and exalted for its 


object than the happineſs of this world. 
The bleſſings and rewards of the pious 


are lodged in futurity ; nor are they ſub- 


ject to any of thoſe contingencies which | 
vex human life with ſorrow and difap- 


pointment, but extend to all eternity in- 


variably perfect, - Theſe rewards however 


We . = * j 
. A „ 788 . : . 
* e * * 
. \ 0 . A. : 
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'- axe not to be enjoyed without death 

dark and melancholy regions of. the grave | 

. . muſt be paſſed; en we can cc 

| hope of mixing with the ſpirits of juſt 
 < men made perfekt. Such is the con- 


tio! of humanity, ſuch; we know, is the 
wall: of heaven. While then we paſs the 


few years allotted for our exiſtence here, 
what can fo effectually ſerve to keep us in 
the conſtant obſervance of our duty, as the 
ceontemplation of that awful period which L 
_ cloſes the ſcene of human en opens the 


pared with NOOR fem weak. nd weft ctual. 


„Ari u Gus, ehe abi . How: 


ture in diſtreſs from a ſuppoſſtiun that 
chance or providence may throw ourſelves 


into the ſame wretched condition; or we 


might occaſionally yield to the emotions of 
LY pity, and gratify a paſſion that ſprings from 
ſomeè ſecret, or uncertain ſource.” This; 
however, is duty that reſts on a very un- 


_ foundation ; for while the ſtrange 
s 0 3 
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ficence of others, we ſhall: only practiſe 
the ſocial virtues from a principle that 
fluctuates with the involuntary impulſes 
of the heart; that exiſts to- day and not to- 
morrowu, and is, perhaps, as uncertain as 
the her or the winds. But death is 
: certain 3 male this the great motive of 
wins well. and 2 act rom a principle 
; that never varie „ Here 28 no admiſſion 
285 for the ee a fancy, nor the many 
partial repreſentations of vanity and ſelf- 


love. It is appointed unto all men once 


eto die, and after that the judgment." 
Were it to happen to a thouſand and one 
only eſcape, there would be ſome ground 
for human folly to practiſe ſelf-deluſion. 


But ſince all muſt die, fince the body muſt 


ſoon return to duſt, and the ſpirit to the 


God who gave it, this ought ſurely to make 


us conſtant in the uniform diſcharge of 
every ſocial and religious duty. What 


F 
OE 0! 


viciſſitudes of human affairs afford us a. 
probability that we ſhall never know the 
miſeries of Poverty, or need the bene 
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what elſe deſerved a wiſe man's ſerious 


N 55 III. 8 
and never ſuffer us to loſe ſight of fu- 
turity, is the awful conſideration, that 
% we know neither the day nor the hour 5 
„herein A n of Nn will come to 


* Judge: us.” A þ ; 3 745 he „ 4 4 191 ES) 
* * . » * n 518 
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4056 ESE Rs Ada eee un 
aſſiſted by divine | revelation, could aſk: 


ſideration, but death and the future ſtate 
of exiſtence allotted to human beings. 
From frequent meditation on a ſubject: o 
awful and ſublime, we might hope, indeed, 
that, under the influence of divine grace, 

every thing excellent in piety and beauti- 
ful in morals would proceed. In endea- 
vouring to enforce this, as the great prin- 
ciple of action, I can urge no more than 
the moſt i ignorant knows. Do you believe 
there is a juſt God? A Being who will 
| puniſh wickedneſs and reward virtue? 


Satisfy yourſelves on this head, and the 


conſideration of death as a motive of living 35 
well, will appear, in all its force, to the moſt 


| Witerate, as well as to the moſt enlightened : 


mind. 
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mind. We know that we are drawing 
near to that period which is to put an end 
do all our purſuits, and render us dead 
to the things of this world; when it 
will be too late for repentance, and when 
remorſe for paſt crimes, inſtead of pro- 
ducing amendment, will only excite de- 
ſpair; the anguiſh of a rebuking ſpirit, 
that always warned us of © a certain fear- 
ful looking-for of judgment, and bade 
us, inſtead of running on with heedleſs joy 
in the vain circle of worldly pleaſures, 
Watch and pray leſt we entered into 
e temptation, OY on time den 
OF * the e's are evil. 


| 


Wen I to Aale the impreſſions | 
which the thoughts of death muſt make on 
the human mind, in thoſe pious moments, 

' when, in obedience to the word of God, 
 wecommune with our own hearts, I could 
8 preſent no images, perhaps, but what are 

familiar to every man's boſom. The mis- 
fortune only is that they have not been 
ee z never thou ght of, or attended 
Þ | 1 
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to but for the preſent hour, nor had any 
uniform influence on the government of 
the heart. Who is there that has not his 
Fears ſometimes alarmed, and his ſenſibility 
jy E eee te eee | 
of death and futurity durable enough to fol- 
lo him into his retirements, keep him on 
his guard, and excite in his boſom the calm 
and fteady fpirit of devotion ? Is not the 
dreadful uncertainty of life ſufficient to 
make us call on our God, and pray for the 
interceſſion of a Saviour, whenever we lay 
ourſelves on the pillow-of reſt, and when- 
ever we wake once more to view the riſing 
fun? When we go to the houſe of mourn- 
ing, feel the languid pulſe, and ſee the 
Fare approach of death; when we hear the 
faultering voice of friendſhip ſpeak his 
dying, laſt farewel, and watch the parting 
anguiſh of a ſpirit, that is about to take its 
anxious and uncertain flight for ever and 
for ever; who is there that does not hear, 
or ſeem to hear the Kill, ſmall voice” of 
conſeience whiſper to him thus ; 34 It us 
12 * let next, e, therefore pre- 
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8 pare hour many years 450 lol l Time 

k « flies with ſwift and ſilent ſtep—be reſo- 
e late and fixed before it is too late—na- 
& ture calls thee hence, religion bids thee 
watch; for thou knoweſt not 1 
4 mor e of * eee! 


fl bat we POTEN experimen; we ſhall find 
" ſuch thoughts have been often in- 


truded on our minds; and we need only 


attend to the correſponding emotions which 
they excited for the moment to learn our 
duty. It is, indeed, a mark of divine wiſdom, 
Wich wre cannot ſufficiently admire, that 
the great motives of action are rendered 
egqualhy evident to all ; and men do. not 
need ſo much to be taught their duty, as 
to be reminded of it. The ancients were 
fo fully convinced of the plainneſs of the 
arguments which death offered every man 
to huſband his time to the beſt advantage, 
and lead a life of piety and virtue, that they | 
ſeem to have thought the remembrance 
of it ſufficient; and, indeed, Remem- 
% ber Heath, might be regarded as one 
1 3 5 . 
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4 of the ien ren, We 181 to bot 


4 Buy: as; 1 in lain will. 
never affect the mind like thoſe that are 
preſent, we ſhould do well to make the 


frequent and ſucceſſive loſs of our friends, 
new inducements to the faithful diſcharge 

of our duty, and the effectual remem- 

| brance of our uncertain ſtate. So precari- N 


ous is the life of man, fo. many are con- 

tinually dropping around us, ſome quick 
as the ſhock that ſtrikes from heaven, 
others, again, ſinking into the grave Dy... 
{ſlow and gradual decay, that no one, I 
truſt, will ever want a memento of this 
ſort to teach him how to die. The awful 


miniſter of heaven viſits us at all ſeaſons, 5 


in every varied ſhape. Seldom does a year 
paſs over our heads, but the death of ſome 


one who contributed either to our happi- 
neſs, our intereſt, or pleaſures, bids us 
| xemetaber, and watch for ourſelves, 1 


i * 1 
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.\SnoozD. any of us; ſtill be wege w to 


Bur, away life in forgetful ſecurity, deaf 


5 0 ben W ts: bas my e . 
that tke awful ſubject itſelf of this day's 


to ſuch powerful calls, let us reflect chat 
not an hour is our own; that the diſpen N 


ſations of fate art in Almighty hands, and 


that ſome one, attached to us by the 


deareſt ties, might be the next ſad argu- 


ment to remind us of our duty, per- 
_— _ G74 us | that we too ow —_ 
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contemplation might have its due influ- 


ence on your minds. It is a ſubject in 

which every human being is intereſted; _ 
and which, to uſe the words of a great 
philoſopher, · comes home to every man s 


buſineſs and boſom. Let not the thougłt 


of futurity, then, which will ſoon be the 
object of all our concern, paſs by us un- 


heeded a the ere eg of the thorning, 


which it OY" to _—_ 


ind md las as 8 
= 


4 


} 


NEL 


8 


„ s E R MON XIII. 


Ir is the property only of weak or guilty | 
minds to be occaſionally alarmed at acci- 
dents, and frightened, for a moment, into 
a ſenſe of duty. A rational man duly re- 
flects on the conditions of humanity, and 
ſees the | neceſſity. of living agreeably to - 
_ them. Melancholy experience convinces | 
him, that eternity might be ſuſpended ona . 
moment, and this will keep him ever on 
his guard, leſt that fatal moment 5 | 
chance to be ſpent in riotous and profane 
pleaſure, or in the tranſgreſſion of ſome 
facred command. Let bim who has hi- 
 therto neglected this call to vigi 5 
the diſcharge of his duty, e tibes 
to the heavenly voice of his bleſſed Lord 
and Saviour with greater reverence.” Let 
the divine precept of the text live in his 
7 Den umidſt all the occupations of a buſy 5 
world, as well as accompany him in the 
hours of ſolitary leiſure and retirement. 
3 will teach him to regard death, not as 
A2n ohject that excites either grief or terror, 
baut as the means by which the all- gracious 
nd calls good: no * the me- 
diation 
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dhitkof of Chriſt Jeſus; into a bi ter ſtate N 
of exiſtence; that he might diſtinguiſn them 


d further marks of his divine favor and 


protection, in thoſe regions of immortal 
_ e eres aer eg , EIN 
11 5 io: 6 colchicine) mbich: hho Som 7 
ee you carry any weight, if they 
produce any effect, let it not, for heaven's + 
falke, be the involuntar impreſſion of a mo- 5 
ment; but let it ſink deep into the heart: 
| Not iat it is to fright us from the mode- 
rate and chearful enjoyments of life, or caſt 
over our minds the gloom of ſuperſtitions - by 
; but that it might become a ſettled 
and habitual principle of action, nor ever 
fail to guide us in our duty towards our 
neighbour and our God; a principle that 
might regulate all our affections, and teach 
us to practiſe the mild virtues of chriſ- 
tianity, with the meek and humble ſpirit 


that animates the goſpel; a principle that 


es, an enable us to repent, for the king- 
dom of heaven 1 is at hand,” . 
. 55 No 


. 9 8 K N ON VIII 


= Ni ene has a moment to-loſ ar trifle 
| wy in idle inactivity. The longer we 

3 ive the nearer are we drawing to that aw- 
5 5 ful period which wafts us into eternity. 
Aaothing can retard our progreſs ;. fleeping 
or awake, on we journey to the place of 

dur appointed reſt; where the world and 

_ al its pleafures will intereſt us no more 

than the toys that r ee our infancy, and 

the foul will look forward with anxious 
terror only to chat tremendous ſtene which 


97 kes beyond the grave. In the trying hour 
LN of our departure from this world, nothing 
1 can ſupport us but the conſciouſneſs of 
_ virtue, and the heavenly hape that — 
_ from the practice of true religion; 
i _ that may give us ſome claim to APE BN 
. vation, from an humble confidence, that 
4 we have done juſtice, loved N _ 
4. 4 e e RO our HO” 
„ 3 C 
6 2 . 6. 
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a her is ative; 50 anger, 16 better then the | 
» mighty © and he that es: bis ANN _ 
Wer: . Sete 4 57 5 8 

T "HE farther we carry our reſearches 

Tinto the nature of moral and reli- - 

Wir Coty the word folly hall we Seon 
vinced of the importance of an early dif- 


eipline over the paſſions, and a ſteady atten=" 


tion to the government of our conduct. 
Not only thoſe propenfities, which are in 
themſelves evil, require the conſtant re- 
fieding. of reaſon and religion; but even 


e SERMON. NV. 

1 duch principles as are founded i in bensto- 

lence, and ſpring from the moſt amiable 

_ diſpoſitions, often need the warnin voice | 

; of prudence to check their ardor, IR they 

ſhould paſs beyond the ſtated limits of vir- 

tue; and, inſtead of producing happineſs 
to ourſelves and. o hers, prove rg the | 
Pore of miſery and W 5 


1 


YI indeed, a are cthe 83 ma; imper- 
Fections of buman nature, that even our 
8 . virtues are often blended with correſpond- 
ing vices, and always united with errors 
_ angenial- to them. But ſo wide is the 
dominion of ſin, and ſo common 1s. the 
tak of the heart of man, that, pre- 
vious to the cultivation of good diſpo-. 
| tions, is the duty of guarding againſt 
evil ones. We cannot hope t that the good 
e will thrive and bring forth fruit an 
e until the ground has been 
dFleanſed of the thorns and briars that 
1 35 would, choak it; and before we can expect 
to enjoy t that gracious light which i is from 
above, we e mult, to uſe the beautiful and 
N „ "ON epreflive 
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"expreſſive" language of ſeriprarsy ecome, 


5 1 poi © as a Little child.” 


"Ni writer. his id” to 8 | 

with truth and candor the frailties and i im- 
eee the vices and corruptions vet 
the human heart, is rather embarraſſed by 
the variety of ſubjects that preſent theme | 
ſelves to his contemplation. A wild, luxu- 
tiant field lies before him, and the under- 
ſtanding is abundantly employed in ſelect- 
ing, out of an almoſt infinite and diſor- 
dered number, a few diſtinguiſhed plants 
that are worth our care and cultivation, or 
in roeting out ſome of thoſe noxious 
EY which like the tares among the 
- wheat, ſhould be gathered into bundles in 
order to * burnt and Aale. 

- Tus ien evil to which I wiſh at 
preſent to direct your attention, and which 
in every ſeaſon of life, but more particu- 
larly in youth, cannot be too carefully 
guarded againſt, is what ſelf-love, I . 
would be content to call a foible, or a mere 
e 4 ; natural. 
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. ligion will always aſſociate with vice, an- 
condemn as ſinful. I mean a peeviſn tem- 
per, and an irritable diſpoſition; which I 
5 hall conſider, as the ſource of continue! - 
unhappineſs: to. ourſelves and others; and 
s incompatible with that frame of mind 
which ee N 8 _ e 
e eee 
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Tam. ils Da . of life are 15 


en en ſufficiently numerous, without 
4 cheriſhing ſuch diſpoſitions in our own bo- 
ſoms, as are calculated to give them addi- 
tional violence. The beſt tempers will 


ſometimes be ruffled, and the higheſt ſenſe 


of perſonal dignity, united to the uthnoſt 
efforts of a cultivated- mind, are not al- 


ways ſufficient to guard us againſt the en- 


' croachments of violent paſſions, and thoſe 

_ debafing circumſtances of conduct, which 
are almoſt inſeparable from them. But 
ttheſe effects ſeldom happen. Life does not 
| abound with ſuch extraordinary events as 
5 " often kindle the —_—— of any 


mw 
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paſſion, Sbetber anger; grief, ler res 


7 ſentment in the beſom ef a Chtiſtian. : | 


The tenor of the Goſpel teaches him 
to view the various appearanees of this 
world, with calmneſs and moderation. 

The follies of mankind: will chiefly ex- 
cite his pity, and their errors his charity. 
laſtead of being tranſported with rage 
againſt thoſe whoſe ſentiments, or, perhaps, 

| whoſe prejudices differ from his own, he 
will be ready to grant that independent 
conduct and liberty of thought to others 

which he claims himſelf, and will at al! 
times be ay og to Jr. ara eandor and | 


ow” very different is chi RR of's a 5 
paſſionate, man's mind and conduct! Every 
triffing event that ſuits not- exactly with 
his peculiar mode of thinking, that eroſſes | 
his exorbitant wiſhes, or that ſeeme to. 
_ thwart his fancied pleaſures, is magniſie 
into a real evil, and for the moment nel 


him wretched,” The happineſs of others, 1 


"RO" * be \occaſionally onnoyed, Y 5 


* 


ef anger, hatred and 
feeling a pang that e his own heart, 


s 8 7 „ . 1 8 f F fot 8 
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= . > idle. agitations af his. mind, but in 
general, he is himſelf the principal ul. 


ferer. And it is a proof both ef the wiſ- 
Lan and goodneſs of Providence, that no 
nconſiderable degree of miſery is invariably 
d with the indulgence of - every 


- N propenſity of nature. No one ever 


| harhoured i in his boſom the gloomy paſſions. 


revenge, without 


while he wiſhed to diſturb the peace * 
others. But, on the contrary. the exer- 
; Ciſe of every benevolent, affection is in- 
voariably accompanied with the moſt pleaſ- | 
ing emotions, and- the moſt, deligh ful 
LIRA: 15 5 


Wr may carey. — 0 mode of Tea» 
- ſoning farther, and remark, that with every 
vicious indulgence, there is always ſome - 
_ correſponding curſe, or miſery, by Way, of ' 
- puniſhment, annexed... The intem perate 
man, as well as the libertine, are under - 
mining their health (without which no 
pleſſing can by. *ajayed): hie. they. are 


in 


-F 
23 
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in 1 purſuit of vicious pleaſures. He 


too, ho, in toiling after riches and ho- 


| -nors, has trampled under foot every uw. 
both human and divine, feels at length in 


5 the hour of imperfect enjoyment, all his 
5 happineſs. embittered by the. remorſe of 
\ conſcience, and the general contempt, per- 


+ ad the more virtuous fert Om. man- 
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Tune experience of peta tives of vex- 


bs and ſorrow, which ſprung wholly 


from. internal diſorder and irritable paſ- 


| fions, has led ſome, from mere ſelf- love, 


1 at a more adyaneed ſeaſon of life, to enure 


their minds to diſcipline, and taught them 


the advantage and neceſſity of * keeping ; 
«© the heart with all-diligence.” It were 


: to be wiſhed that we could learn,” from 


| reflection and the precepts of religion, ' 


_ thoſe truths which a few only have gained, 


after years, perhaps, of pain and ſorrow. 
Conſider, are the few ſcanty hours of com- 


fort and ſatisfactio which this world af- 
: forts to be trifled with ? Should they be 


continually 


„ 1 eee 


ſroyed; for want of re tick dif- 
poſitions as are neceflary to tech us their 
trus nature and proper value? We are not 
here to expect perfection. We muſt ſome- 
timeß bear with the weakneſs, andeven the ; 
folly of our neighbour, if we with our 

_ Converſation with the world to be blame- 


lleſs, and the intercourſes of domeſtic life 
to be productive of peace. Not every . 


triſing injury ſhould kindle the ſpark of 
nnger in our hearts, or make us 5'cager ts 


_< drink at the waters of ſtrife.” Beſides, Os 
when we are influenced' by ae, 'we . 


= : are under the greateſt and moſt dangerous 


.  ddvufion.” Circumſtances and events pres 
ſent themſelves to the mind, as objects ap- | 


55 pear to the eye through + win, indiftinly, 


and beyond their real magnitude. We of- 
ten ſeel the painful emotions of reſentment 
: when no Inſult or affront was offered; and 
are ſometimes in danger of harbouring the 
: malieeof enmity againſtthoſe, who, though 
they mighthave wotndetour pride, or in- 
1 rouſed our TIL are notwith- 
N ſtanding = 


o >” 5 


in eee, | 


'$ 5 
FL age | 1 Nin, bars 


| of She 
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sven indeed a are 46: wh Ns of an böse d | 


eible temper, that the deareſt bleſſings end 
he moſt rational ſatisfactions s which this life 
 can-afford,, are often loſt hy it. The ties 
of fri E dſhip, the few. pleaſures that reſult | 
15 from our intercourſe with the, world, and | 
; the ende ri comforts of relationſhip, 
which are, at beſt, but of a frail and un- 
Certain nature, are rendered doubly fo, to 
tze man of a paſſionate and irritable diſ- 
poſition, His friendſhips can he but few, 
ndnd thoſe few. will beg of a doubtful and 
| | balpiciane. kind. Such, pdſſibly; . As. are | 
formed from intereſted motives only t 
ſuch as appear under the cold baren of 
 ceremony,and diſtant, reſpe 
dependent minds, who are e eee See | 


ing, and maintaining ſuch eonnecti 


with the good and virtuous, a8 are pro- 
i e _ 0 greateſt felicity, are not 
n 


85 Dis to ſubject themſelves to the capri- 

cious anger of a wild and eee 8 
mind, and therefore turn from ir Wir in- 
1 difference, if not reren A; 
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rer beſt d h APY of * mortals find 


4 ane vexations "UE dit ee bor. 8 


0 ik, Aida ag & ch pe tity, 


ich ſpring only from internal dife 


: miſgovernment and folly. But though we, 
as citizens of the Wo orl8, ney ink from : 
a man of this unhappy fra A erever - - 


"me! meet him; or only keep up that ſort 
formal and occaſional intercourſe with 


Binn: which is well enough adapted for 
carrying on the buſineſs of life; but which, 
by no means, implies the intimacy or con- 
_ fidence of friendſhip; yet thoſe whom na- 


ture has made his dependents,” and others 
who are forced to mingle with him in the 


ſmall circle. of domeſtic life, may well 
e our 8 To the en, roge | 


-V1OLT nc . ee , 
ſuperiors; many may aſcribe te e 
G miſery. However careful they might 

be to diſcipline their own minds, and 2 
_ cultivate” happineſs” by prudent conduct 
and integrity of heart, they eannot live ſe- 
cute againſt the wild and unprovoked at- 
icks of eee A petty vexations of 
| 1b 190 O07, - e A THEO . 4 ILY 
5 ene wo as da 
live under the looſe dominion of the paſ- 
ions, muſt! be in conſtant fear of ſaying 
or doing ſomething to-day, which they 
may be truly aſhamed of to- morrow. 
Short experience will teach them, that in 
the evil moments of anger and teſent⸗ 
ment, they have expoſed themſelves to 
deriſion and contempt, if not to infamy 
and diſgrace - for ever; Sorrow and con- 
fuſion, ſhame and remorſe, will be the in- 
variable conſequences of an iraſcible diſ- 
poſitiong in which all ſenſe of virtue is 
not yet extinct; and where this is not the 
NG we can "OI to find nothing but 
confirmed 
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” Bug en OD oy kh tho 
Bur though pain and ſorrom are the he- 
3 ets: of internal diſorder ani miſe | 

they are not dle only levils which 


roll t 
dean eee the man whoſe mind is 
2 axed „on every trivial occaſion. te burn 


5 with anger, and kindle into reſentment. | 


gui. The f 205 per 0 10 11 
40 his own. breaſt -: While en in 


5 unliwited eee nd 
conſider it in its conſequenecs, and the = 
1 biltory.of the world will inform us, that . 
| e 5 it 


* 
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1 12 þ Ub: been pfrodue w of repeated f 
miſery to individuals, and, perhaps, to 
Whole families; but has often incurred 
the puniſhment of the law, for acts of 
violence and oppreſſion, and frequently | 
led to the foul crimes — treaſon, beben 
: 89 2 5 1d even murder. ee 


3 1 634, 099 e 
woes pt ry A * „ 0 Eft 


en 1 obſervations may be ap- 
plied to all ages and conditions of life, 
* memb Ed, Wer t every 2 . 


let it ! 
_ derives additional force from the ardor of 
youth; and that the warmth of temper, 
which is ſo common at this early period 
of life, and which often proves the ſource 5 
of anger and reſentment, if not timely _ 
corrected and tempered by the mild and 
ſeaſonable influence of en princi- 
ww 15 will probably, in old age, ſettle 
into gloomy malignity, or ſplenetic and 

| habitual rage; "diſpoſitions that muſt cor- 
_ rupt the ſource of every virtue, and ren- 
der or ſervices to God eee and 85 
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 patible wich the duties of a Chriſtian, and 


5 deemer. Ons us to o Sultivate,.. | 55 SMS ox 85 


desde ge % peace 
_ << towards man; and, | 
departure from à wicked and degener 
world, this was part of the laſt e | 
fectionate bleſſing which he beſtowed on his 
few faithful followers; Peace I leave 
* with you, my peace 1 give unte cu. 

This was that peace which, Paſſath- all un- 
derſtanding 81 which calms the violence of 


n under every cala 


4 lp Fei — — hr 


ofition, which. 1; have made the ſubject 


a of ur preſent meditation, in the laſt and 


t of view ; as inc: m- 


that frame of mind which our. bleſſed Ne- 


S 
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4 2 2 
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Tan ith of our heavenly, L ord yas 
5 on. earth,, 00 . will | 
N- the eve of his 


every unruly paſſion, and ſupports the ſoul 
ity ; which raiſes us. boye 
the. ſorrows and misfortunes. of this life, 


- by directing the attenti6n:of our minds to 


ects of glory * and immortality. ; j The 
| diſciple 


E R MON XIV gap 


5 diſpigls al Chriſt; Asen un dend e N 
_ ing eagerly engaged in the things of this | 
conflicts of hungen paſſions, prejudices and 
ollies,7 boaſts chirſſy in the comforts of a 


werk aud quiet ſpirit, e e en 5 5 


ſuper ae e, Uf . "_— 2 


the- ed ab. e virtue pn grow pan 


maturity and perßection, our beaventy Lord - 


requires of us works of charity and neigh- 
: bly: love, mutual forbearunte, long- 


dtc: oe; . . 
e ee t 055 | 
heart is actuated by the wild: impulſes of 
paſſian, and whoſe temper has never been 
ſubmitted to the guidance of reaſon, or 
the diſcipline of religion, can ever fulfil 
the ſacred obligations of a chriſtian, or 


mw e the duties which his Re- 
155 Y2- deemer . 
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lations of life, with the idle miſeries of a 
| e e a e temper? Surely not. Nor 
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: preceps, which directs us. dhe. 4s much : 


daily: een 5 e a — 
oſt endearing re- 


before the eternal judge, or 


even to his own conſeience, that he-hus | 
performed the pleaſing duties of a fond 


parent, an affectionate huſband, or a faith 


ful friend, who, for want of cultivating 
peace within his own boſom, has often 
_ cauſed the 
ing it awa ies 
of life to thoſe who were moſt dear to him, 
and who would e have 1 om 
5 115 Dm "wy ee eee £67) 
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and multiplied the calamiti 
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It is not a caſual fit of devotion: that | 
_ renders; us accepted of the Father. We 
muſt cultivate habits of religion as well as 


of virtue. We muſt vanquiſh the luſts of 


RT the. fleſh, and. .earneftly. ſtrive after the 

155 fruits of the Spirit. No © prayers or ale | 
can go up for a memorial before Goc "5 
from one who has never learned to rule * | 
fires” and out of whoſe heart pre 
eth ſupplication for, pardon one moment, 8 
5 5 perhaps confuſion and eyery evil 
"Wk work? the next. Your innocence and 


* £ 


” great meaſure, on. the Ky therfor of _ 5 
gentle and complacent temper, which is 


tt diſtinguiſhing ornament of a chriſtian, 


and the chief ſource: of amine to e 
. Keyes and ene | 
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pt ge will 5 1 70 ag as. 


co believe, that the temper is not an object 
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| violent and Ir ritable 
We bade 69 För 
duty, whether 
the emotibns of 


his mind from motives 
| Kehas not often chec 
ee ie teſettmemt, frbtm a regartt to 
place and "circa ſtances b. Vet him : 
tell 968; Whether he has not had '® refpect 
«© of perſons; and whether he has not 
often governed his tongue, from motives þ 
of inteteſt and fear, or from the counter- = 
13 Es If uch un- 
. worthy 
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wall 7  thotives have been known to re- 
Sulate his conduct, and check the vislent 
impulſes of nature; firely that mä be- 
1 comès Hig ly guilty, if he Tuffers not cauſes 
of a more exalted! nature to produce che 
ſame effects ſuch are à regard to out own = 
' 4nd. the peace” of thoſe with 
b whom” e e the 1 4 of many, apo! 7 7 
favor of ( rod. MW. ee, . 
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TY FE true, that nature Mp caſt"tis 1 
iffere nt moulds. Some minds require a 
Exeater ſhare of cultivation than others; 
but Cod knows the nature and value of 
de talent which he has entruſted to our 
care, and the opportunities we have had 
of improving it. He will prove a kind 
and mereiful judge, nor will he require of 
ye more than we are able to perform. In 
= fighting the good fight of faith, and preſ- 5 
{ing on towards the. glorious prize of im- 
mortality, only let us exert all our powers, 
And that neither our underſtandings may 

be blinded by the miſrepreſentations of 
= elk ore, nor our conſciences hardened 
| 76 5 throng 


8 3 the echitfulnek of; in, t us 
- vows remember, 4h wh A and aft un. 


and 1 may = pA pe en 
95 Which our hearts will be overpowered by 
„ _ violent aſſaults of paſſion: but theſe a 
are, infir mities on et it is thoped,. our 
Fo Almighty Father will look with, merey, i ſince 
only habit and indulgence can make them 
ſinful. Yet we muſt Fans it i is only 
„„ great and Uncommon occaſions, that we. | 
1 have reaſon. to entertain this pleaſing « en | 
8 Pectation. es he holy. Apoſtle, 1 85 in a 
moment of generous indignation, at the 
„ cruel treatment « of. bis bleſſed 1 
the dignity of his profeſſion, and ſmote, 
| the ſervant ol the Nel, ing 51 75 * 
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ness of human nature, and at PE os 
| time e to the conſcience a a8 the law of 
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God. After every arduous . we 
7 8 aſſured, that we muſt reſt far 
ſhort of perfection, and ought to conſider 
ourſelves as unprofitable ſervants; but 
yet we may derive ſome comfort from the 
Anden ſource of our Redeemer's love, 
and the bleſſed truth, that he who made 
Wa knoweth our frame, and remember- 
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from the 1 of Nazareth; who 
ſought to deſtroy him, in the begiming of 
his divine miniſtry, went to Capernaum, 
a city of Galilee, and raaght the people 
4 5 the” ſabbath-days. Such was the 
effect of Kis! ing here, that they were 
_ aſtoniſhed” at his doctrine; for, adds che 
bely evatigelift, in the plain, unaffected 
: pel, His word was With 
7” Previous to his coming into 
che world, indeed, the Jews had been 


aving ade his eſtaps 


« 
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| "Wo an illuſtrious ſeries of prophecies, to 
| believe, that a divine energy would ciftin- 


1 28 actions of the Meſſiab 
weak enouglr to expect 


mere temporal prince; one that was to 


eclipſe the glory of David, and deliver them 5 


from the dominion of the Romans. But 


when the winds and ſeas obeyed him; 


hen they faw the dead raiſed to life, 15 


0 the blind recover: t their fight, and the 


% lame man leap as an hart; all might 
have known, a chat theſe were; the works 
which beſt correſponded with the office of 
tze Meſſiah, and the benevolent diſpenſa- 
Buben ee in ſendipg a Saviour 


earth. 9415 111 Fife eh ont +: ebay. 70 1 35 
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405 whom the prophet Ali; Shs. 


; « laſting Father, the Prince of Peace, 


was not to ſpread ſlaughter and devaſtation. 


| eee. dk like the ambitious pri rinces 
of this world, under the vain pretence of 
glory and of oonqueſt; but to. eſtabliſh, a 


_ ſpiritual kingdom, a kingdom of peace, of 
neh and per age it was 
oy | * 


bis ſuperior glory x bo pak Bt 


# 


cc * guide our tow into the way yok. Pede f 


8 N 1 05 xv. 


d  tidings : 
ee to the meek, to bind up the broken- 


<« hearted; and to proclaim the acceptable 


| 4 year of the Lord.“ ei, it was the ob- 


Ld 


ject of his divine mi! 


.-, 1 EFF 


7 to give unto 


| 3 his people the knowledge of ſalvation; 


to afford light to them that fit in dar- 
{s and in the ſhadow of death, and to 


2 


. 1 . : et 12. 


Mae PR oats begottet 8 r of: the Father, 1 


ke was inveſted, we are told, with all power 
z both in heaven and in earth, and exalted 


far above the angels. Nothing leſs than 


the exertion of this divine power, in per- 
forming miracles and wonders, was neceſ- 
5 fary to ſubdue the prejudices, and enlighten 5 
the ignorance of a degenerate world. At 


this diſtance of time, we can only adore” : 


without hoping to imitate, the mighty works 


which diſtinguiſhed the miniſtry of our | 
Lord, and which he performed, at once to 


Fo manifeſt his love to man, and to afford the 
moſt unexceptionable grounds of faith in 


his W But W theſe miracu- 
lous 
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cannot make th m 
Which are {ct apart f 


and the ſuperior excellence of bis e 
| ments. II. From the gracious manner 


SB RM O N wv. 


us E his divinity have ceaſod, and 
we may ſuppoſe; becauſe infinite wif. 
ger neteſſity for 
m; yet there were. other cauſes, very 
es, to make the people 
e, and te convince 


| the as world that his word Was with 


As. theſe: canſes pr 


as chriſtians, are required to imitate, we 
too. often che Mecdol | 
our meditations, el ec thoſe 


rt off 


bu SHALL eee to e therefore 
at the word of our bleſſed Lord was al- 
ways attended. with. power; 4; From the 
truth and diſintereſtedneſʒ of hi | 


in. which. thoſe ſentiments were eee 


: III. From the openneſs. and ſimcerity 05 
by. Wpzoots. and IV. F h 2 
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Bron the chriſtian ra, the whole : 


. 1 was given to the groſſeſt idolatry, 
2 Even the Jews, who were taught the know- 


ledge of the one true God, and at leaſt the 


rf rudiments of revelation, by Moſes ani 


the prophets, did not long remain uncon- 
taminated by the example of their neigh- 


, bours. | Every. oneembraced the errors and 


ſuperſtitions of the country in which he 
eech without giving himſelf the trou- 
ble to enquire whether his religion was 
worthy of a rational being or not, and 
- without conſidering whether he © worſhip< 

ped; the Father in ſpirit! and in truth., 


T Their, devotion. was ſeldom attended with - 


any ſentiment that connected the reverence 
of the Deity with the mild duties of hu- 
manity; and as they were but little inte- 
reſted: in the Practice of their / reſpective 
| ſyems,. from motives of conſcienoe, they 
were but little concerned either for their 


| purity. or ſucceſs: The warrior, indeed; 


was ever ready to proſtrate himſelf before 
the altars of his tutelary gods, When he 
an n ry. 9; when he wiſhed to 


ales! the courage or his A r 0e 4 1 235 
fuſing into their n » ds the rage or reli. 
Löbe enthfiaſm; and the difpenſations of 


. providence were As" attempted” to be 
diſeovered by unneceſſary, and, oftentimes, 
_ ow kerifices. e ee Ie 5 5 17 5 
: ron $1512 oY Sr! Bang 507 N FEt ET nuns 


WuII e he various nations &f the e 
were thus im merſed i in ignorance and bar- 
bariſm,/as far as related to divine worſhip; | 
and © were,” as St. Paul obſerves,” with 
. out God in the world;“ it was of the 
// higheſt importance, and well-worthy of the 

office of our bleſſed Redeemer, to publiſn 
to the world a more perfect knowledge of 
that Supreme Being, whoſe wiſdom an 
whoſe power pervade all nature, and whom 
mankind had hitherto but © ignorantly 
« worſhipped.” m5 the day-ſpring 
| % from on high viſited us, there muſt 
hae been always Neon wanting to in- 
ttereſt the heart and ſatisfy the mind. ar 
from engaging with an earneſt, but cha- 
fitable zeal, in the propagation of their fa- 
 vorktopolytheilſin, the'C tiles ſeem to have 
em regarded 
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= al 750 religion only as a political engine, A 
calculated to actuate or awe the common 


people; and from a total indifference, not a 
ſpirit of toleration, affected to believe, or, » 


- at Teaſt, admitted, that the various and 


contending ſyſtems of ſurrounding nations 
were alſo of divine aide 1 5 facred 
| OE.” x tn 5 We 


— 


10 eidighten the! tins ann ere- 
fore, on this grand ſubje&, to create an 
_ intereſt in the heart for the duties of piety, 
and, at the ſame time, to lay the foundation 
of a rational faith, were ſome of the many 
on orcs of our Lord 8 miſſion. | 


"Ty will of the Duck l to kis 15 ; . 


intelligent creatures, the ſoul's immortality Eo 


and a future judgment, the diſpenſation ob. 
providence, as far as it related to the hap- 
pineſs or miſery of ſpirits in a ſeparate ſtate, _ 
the means by which human infirmity was 
to be afliſted, and the Almighty approach- 
ed, with humble confidence; after repeated 
Z tranſsreſſioris, were doctrines, ſome of Which 
1 the 
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the poets, indeed, had embelliſned with 
pleaſing fictions, but which no being, 
merely human, ould ever teach with ſuf- 


ficient authority. All reſted on the un- 


certain ground 25 ſpeculation only. One 
ſiect was ever ready, from motives of Phi- 
1 loſophical vanity, to controvert the opi- 
nions of another; but the moſt virtuous, 
als well as the wiſeſt of their ſages, ſeems to 
have confeſſed, that divine aſſiſtance was 
neceſſary to teach men divine truth. From 


the revelation, therefore, of theſe and other 


doctrines, ſo agreeable to the general ſenſe 
of mankind, ſo adapted to their wants, and 
at the ſame time ſo highly worthy of the 

| Supreme Being, the word of our Lord, . 
every other conſideration apart, muſt ne- 
e 15 _ been with ones” 2 


Io FRY a ee degree of. power 


- from the ſincere and diſintereſted manner 


in which the holy goſpel was taught. | 


Mankind now ſaw, for the firſt time, a 
ſyſtem of divine worſhip inculcated that 
Was e ieee wand the policy 


N io * 


= 


8 E R M Q- N. XV. 339 ; 


of the world, and i in no wiſe calculated to : 
Promote the grandeur, or foſter the ambi- 


tion of princes. The precepts alſo which 


dur bleſſed Redeemer delivered for the in- 
ſtruction of his diſciples were, of them-. 
1 ſelves, ſufficient to claim the wonder and 
admiration of all mankind. Before he con- 

deſcended © to take up his abode and dwell 


* among. us,” the world was ignorant of 


the moſt. amiable virtues: that adorn the 


human character, The principle of uni- 


; ver ſal charity and benevolence, which the : 


goſpel - ſo ſtrongly inculcates, was, per- 


haps, as a duty, utterly unknown, or, at 


leaſt, left un practiſed. Inſtead of meek- 


neſs and forbearance, long-ſuffering and 


| 5 humility, we might diſcover 1n the theory 


and practice of heathen nations, a fierce | 


and intolerant. ſpirit of pride, that blended 
itſelf with every principle, and ruled, more 
or lat i in almoſt muy; action. 


1 is true, 1 we may 1 a F ſeat⸗ 
: ane rays of that . glorious light, which 
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2 


5 ancients.” Here and there; we right af 
_ cover 4 ſomething Uke the gentlenels of 

chtiſtian morality ; but theſe were 2 few 

5 ſpeculative ideas originally borrowed from 
| fevelation, perhaps, and which ferved only 
to amuſe the” imagination of the philoſo- 

_ pher, without having any influence: in the 


General concerns of og 7 e 


2 F n "x * 
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"4, THER, the item of - olitieſs; Wit 


our Lord and Saviour taught, did not con- 
ſiſt of maxims that were formed in ſolitude 


by ſtudy and contemplation. The bleſſed 


-* truths which He delivered, were the unpre⸗ 


truly fublime in its 


meditated effußons of that divine wiſdom, 
which was, at all times; ſufficlent to cor- 
+ red the ignorance, and affiſt the frailty oO 
human beinigs. At the requeſt of his dif- 
ciples, he taught then), "inftantly, to ad- 
_ dreſs their heavenly Father in a form of 
prayer, ſo beautiful in its compoſition, fo 
Expt eons, and ſo 
: comprehenſive In i its pe titions, that the RU 
man wie cannot onde aby thing more 


— * 
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perfect, or ſo well adapted to the wants we. 
man, as he ſtands in relation to his Maker. 


- 


; He, therefore, was the living teacher of 
. bernard: He did not confine his doc- 
trines to a particular ſect; or ſchool, into 

; which, his diſciples. were to be formally 
Itlated, nor even to a choſen people hut 5 
went about, from place to place, ſometimes 
teaching, to all that had ears to hear, 
truths that had never yet been fully re- 
"vealed, and ſometimes! explaining” thoſe du- 
ties, in they full force, which had been 
5; rendered of no effect, by the tładitions 
of the Phariſees, or eee en of 
eee ieſts and rulers. oh HEY 21, 25 


* 
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1 Gods 
BF ROM the bat 96; his: minner, DG 
the freedom with which he -addrefſed” the 
multitudes that thronged to hear Aim, the 
_ Jews hoped to entangle him in ſome con- 
tradi ions, or beyilder him with their 
ſubtilties; . ſuch, was his fuperior wiſ- 
dom, that they were always repulſed with 
mortification and diſgrace. Hiſtances of 
n frequently occur in the holy gaſpel. 

| = 0 3 7 


3 8 E R * 0 **. 
Thos caſe of the 


neee and the repl 


| of mn the ſabba Do 
Him for aſſo 0. b, beet re 1 

ners, are well known. 
lar occaſions, he amply! fulfilled the pre- 


"4 thinker; af him, „ what was 


made the Phariſees, when they accuſed hi 
ch, and reproached 


cept, which he afterwards gave his diſciples, 


and, to the wiſdom of the ſerpent; 
; united, . the i innocence of the dove. But 


the caſe of the lawyer; who * ſtood up 
nd tempted him, to uſe the expreſſion 


_ of the evan e en, ee _ Z 
denten . 5 | OLE ET 
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ni man, we e Kippoſe, fi PE: kis | 


1 50 and his conduct, was well-verſed 
mi the Mofaic law, and the books of the 
Talmud alſo. When, therefore, he aſked 


2 what he ſhould do to inherit eternal 
« life,” our Lord, with great e | 


2 * Ins W Qt il . 
he. 
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recited,” with great aceuracy, his duty to- 


| wards: God, and his duty towards his 


neighbou He was told, by our Lo! 


with very nns and ſimplicity which + 
diſtinguiſhed all his words, that he had 

ed right ; * this do, continued he, | 

* and thou: ſhalt live. Here, one mighit - 


ſuppoſe, the converſation: would have end- 


ed; but he, with all the ſubtilty and chi- 
canery of a ſeribe, proceeded, by aſking, 


* who is my neighbour?” This ſeems to 


| have been a poor attempt to embarraſs the 
Saviour of the world, and a teacher that 


he. The lawyer, that he might by no _ 
means appear deficient in his profeſſion, | 


— 


was come from God,” by requiring of him : 


5 a nice and logical diſtinction between 3 
real and ſuppoſed neighbour. | A queſtion 


of this nature might, indeed, have per- 


plexed a mere worldly maſter, or given riſe, 
to ſome obvious and common reply. he 
ſo far was it from diſconcerting our bleſſed © 


Lord, that he uttered, on the occafion, a 
parable ſo beautiful and perfect in all its 


1 d ſo ne adapted to ſatisfy 
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| the ret. and ſilence the preſumption 


ak. 


; that we: can; never 
or reve- 


7 Temce its precepts; But, as 1 bare already 


is the ſubje& of a preceding dl. | 


1 :  conrle, it will not be neceſſary to enlarge 


farther on it here. Let me 10 ob- 


Table. in the New Teſtament, we ſhould 
find that they were all delivered in the ſame 
unpremeditated manner, and for the pur- 


| enlivening his inſti 


ortant ofryith, or 


S ; 2 - by CLE my. <q e 1 3 2 x ©# # ;— 8 
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and Redeemer, omitted no opportunity. of 
inſtructions, and rendering 
his preaching more effectual, by ſelecting 


r 


nature, that were preſented to his notice. 
V. hen he was led, in his heavenly ſermon 


on the Mount, to warn his followers 
ö againſt any diftruſt of the divine pro 
and wiſhed them to ſuppreſs all anxiety for 


idence, 


15 * and vanities of life,” 
8 he 


7 5 


's E R. 5 0 N. xv. % 


i e oP mo 3 that. were . arop . 


5 Sie . if 


6 them, perhaps, and 1 the lilies of the field” 
that were then in full bloom. When the 
_ harveſt approached, he admoniſhed his dif- - 
505 ciples of the ſpiritual harveſt. When in 
| the fertile and fayourit Nous of lives, 
which abounded with vines, be poke. in 
metaphor, with 
255 of the CLDATIUL en, the Wien Wash. 
On the ſolemn feaſt of tabernacles, . 
| the] ews,, according to cuſtom, ea a 
great quantity of water into che dempte 
NS from the.river Shileah, our Lord itood an 
any mans thirſt, let him come 
| ce unto me, and dnok.”; The day; after, al- 
5 lading 60 the manumiſſion of the ſervants 
on agcount of the ſabbatical year, he ſaid, 
dci ye continue in my word, the truth 
hall make you free. 80 replete, in- 
daeed, was his converſation with lively 
f imagery and ſtriking alluſions, that the 
evange 12 with ſome reaſon, ſays, „ with- 
*out a parable ſpake he not unto. them.” 
Anu * * bis wont, with Power, and 
SAI  - | thus 


xeculiar force and beauty, 5 
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thus it EW well 8 ved, that « 0 


taught men as one baving 1 75 Yity, ; and ; 


1 2 „ "mor YO ſeribes. * "Io 9 PE $15 
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* proceeding with the duthest Weg 5 
preſent ce plation, it might be ne- 


thy to. remark, that mankind had long 5 
deen ſeparated by vile diſtinctions. The 


o rival and predominant ſects in Jude: 


.. 


iſtice were confined 
to this world, might have been truly ſaid, 


in the beautiful language of ſcripture, to 
tt, as yet, in darkneſs, and in the region 
4 and ſhadow of death.“ Each regarded 
his neighbour with a degree of hoſtile and 


intolerant pride, while religion, inlead of 5 
uniting 


tw en | 
were the Phariſees and Sadducees. The 
former paid little attention to inward pu-. 
rity and practical holineſs, but were ſatis- 
fied with a pompous and oſtentatious per- 
formance of the mere ceremonies of feli- 
gion, and a blind, but ardent Zeal for the £ 
idle traditions of the elders. The 5 
who believed not in a future Ako 6 
egncee, but thought that the rewards” and 
puniſhments of divine j 


be extend 


1 Fs Sf XV. 2 
uniting mankind in the bands of focial | 
union, "ſerved only to keep them at va 
e, by $ of animoſity From 
e. To the common people, and 
20 whoſe minds were not heated by 
the zeal of angry and contending ſectaries, 
the bleſſings. of divine revelation could not 
The poor, who were forced 
| tol*/earn'their bread: by the ſweat of their 
. brow, had neither time nor ability to 
join the Phariſees in their idle oſtentation 
and expenſſve offerings; and as for the 
= add: cees; they profeſſed: no ſentiments of 
Piety that could firmly attach the heart 
to the worſhip of God, or the love of . 
man; nor held any articles of belief, on 
awhich'the ſoul could rely with confidence. 
_— men were now told, by the ſame au- 
thority which brought life and immor- 
. tality to light,” that God is no reſpedter | 
of perſons; but that · in every nation he 
that feareth him and worketh righteouſ- 
, neſs, is accepted with him.“ A religion 
was now publiſhed, in the fulneſs of time, 
en . extended to the whole 
3 N world. 


world. The rich and 


8 the, world was mo 


racteriſtics of his preaching were a 


— = 
1 
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capable of fulfilling its ae A r rowing 


wiſe. unto falvation ; or, if there were any 


vantage, it was in favor of - the. latter, 


| overbearing. pride... ware noh 
to be bleſſed. Such yore: e the 


5 * mogk, 27 poor ain fi ander be 


rn.” Well, therefort might 
* men ok. for the author of :itheſe bel. 
= ed in uths, and, more ef] 20 


b 1 „ cious words ds which progeadad aur ef his 


75 mouth,” 405 wy 5 $1 - Er rio 5 957 


* . 
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5 bY. Bor then the os of our Lord was 


ttended with power, from _— . 
manner in Which all his do 
delivered. The moſt 1 che 


% 


es W 


s, blended with a ſince- 


dess 


d gentle 


| rity of affection, that was truly divine. As 
an inſtance of this, we need anly romember 
= 2 — to the 


— + 
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5 Fo 5 M 9 to fre: and hear him "he Come vhs. 
8 me all ye that labor, and are, 1 
3 Laden, : and 1 will give bien reſt. Take 


| ” = for 1 am meek and lowly in eat” and 
ye ſhall find reſt unto your ſouls.” 3 
| - When ſuch a gracious invitation to duty 
was held out to "on mankind, who could. 
forbear contra: 

Pride of the Peril, and Ho vill! re- 


krain fr rom hearing it with, Joy Tr 
EP KEE ps . e * 5 
£ 05 "mh bis dei ine miniſtry, there was none of 


fe 


ft 
that myſterious! pomp” of ſcience which 


ſhrunk from the obſervation of the world. 
Men were taught the ſublimeſt tr uths and 


moſt important doctrines, by one who 
mingled with all ranks of people, on terms 
of per feat familiarity ; ; who reſolved their 
| doubts, corrected their errors, and Ke, 


their infirmities. But in this wonderful 


8 © 


condeſcenſion and great humility, the hea- 


very Meſſiah loſt 7 F, the dis ignity or, 
In his humility 3 
8 DT ; there | | 


| of his! che hars &e 


#*- 


moroſeneſs of philoſophy, nor any or. 


5 


TT 35 8 E R M 0 N. Xv. 


there was nothing to be ſeen of the mean 
compliances of a baſe or worldly mind; 


Be >. ls hot 


his charity and forbearance, there | 


was ; none of that affected candor and cant- 


ing liberality, which are too often the 


limſy diſguiſes of hypocriſy, or the ſpeci- 


ous pretexts of ſhameful indifference. He 
had no reſpect of perſons; but, as occa-, 

ſion required, freely rebuked, or kindly, 
admoniſhed, men in the moſt exalted ſta- 
tions, as well as thoſe of lower degree. He. 
was ſeldom provoked to ſeverity, - except, 
indeed, when the hypocriſy of the Phariſees, 
or the corruption. of the Scribes came. un- 5 
der hĩs notice; and then it may be confident- | 
* faid, that he never wounded, but with 


a view to heal. Such was the wonderful 1 
effect of his miniſtry, that individuals of 


the moſt diſcordant principles and jarring 
intereſts united in their reverence and ad- > 
miration of this Prince of Peace. 

Among theſe were publicans and Phariſees, 
Centurions and Samaritans. Such was the 
veneration, or eager curioſity of Zaccheus, 


5 ve find, TO. & 5 ran before and climbed | 


3 | - : OR ” we” =O 
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| 0. ab into a heamote. tree, . to four en 125 
| 1 9 mn . e Ng 


0 e 6. A e mhich have 

11 den already enumerated to ſhew that © his 
«word was with power,” we know not 
_ what perſonal and more endearing graces 
diſtinguiſhed his manner and converſation. 
Me can only imagine that rays of divine 
glory beamed from his eyes, that there 


was ſomething more than mortal in the 


_ accents of his voice, and that, in all his 
actions, there was a dignity that ſurpaſſes 
the conception of the human mind. There 


=” are a few circumſtances in the goſpel-hiſ- 


tory, which render this probable, at leaſt, 
if not certain. When Peter had denied 
his Saviour, and the cock crew, as had 
been foretold, St. Luke ſays, that our Lord 
turned and looked upon him.“ There 

was a ſomething in this look, better to 
be imagined than deſcribed, which, added 
to the conſciouſneſs of his infidelity and 
falſhood, pierced the aged and penitent 
apoſtle to the heart. He could no longer 
endure 


pre 06: of his Auins Maſter To 

but © went out and wept bitterly,” den | 
the ſoldiers, alſo, were ſent to apprehend . 
him, though they were ſeldom withheld 
miſſion, however 

1 humanity; yet 
they returned, awed with reverence by his 

I rſation, alledging for 
* excuſe, that never man Tpake Hke 

5 When he joined the two 


from >Xecuting- any co 
bloody, from ſentiments of 


manner and conver 


et this man? 
| diltiples;” as they journeyed” to Emmaus, 
and entered into converſation with then 


« they ſaid one to another,” after he had 


un a 


left them, ** did not our heart burn within 


« us, While he talked with us by the way, 
opened to us the ſcrip- e 
ed to his 


and while he 
« tures ? He himſelf alſo obſer ve 
| diſciples, < bleſſed are the eyes which ſee 


the things that ye ſee!” Bleſſed, indeed ! 


What devout chriſtian” is there who does 
not een fond, but ineffectual with, 
ve ſeer bim perform ſome 2 
earc him pro- 8 
water bis YE TROY on gd Wee, 


ef his rteies of love, 


. 


** x 4 2 * * * 2 < — 4 * : 
3 » as . ol 
i 1 0 „ v * ; * : . 
7 8 


h men + cl rn wir 


TEE 


n « of the cup | whi ch _ bleſſed 


: _ * ts 1 11 9 5 baows CE 1 


5 8 2 > ed 15 
* 4 


we 


W come. nom to {hey 
bet was rendered eee alle, 3 
the openneſs and ſincerity. of his reproof. 
He was not an occaſional teacher, that ex- 
erciſeck his function at ſtated periods; but 
bi whole life and gonyerlation was a leſſon. 
instruction. When he retired to. reſt, 
5 he walked through the elds, or 
when de ſat down at meat "ith, Phariſees, 
2 and; finn ers, he always. aſſumed 
the office, and uſed the authority, of. the 


| Meſhah. . to time or place could 
render him i adiff 


erent: to errors of conduẽt, 


or yiolation duty. When invited to 
the entertainments of the chief Phariſees, S 
Which often happened, he always endea- 
voured to correct their haughtineſs and 
pride, their want of charity to others, and 
their blind attachment to their own cuſ- 


Jong and. withdrew their attention. from 
1 Aa ROE: outward 


P "08 1 


| te melt e vigor and eee Wy al 
pipes " Little dee, it vail for "A teacher 
| s iti kat he eint, or 


EE bf the World 
. wretdied,” And Heal x 


2 


* 


ie > bjoketi- Heated, 


— wben he Kiſs ly at eaſe; he 
— png et himſelf "where to 
s lay his head,” wird (buld 
© indifference,” of What h 
| the balm '6f comfort? 
| Whole mitiſtr 
| pPrecepts; aid en nden 
dy one n fülfflled every 
HOT. and e 
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Which he endeavoured to aſſuage, they 


muſt needs cc have bean Sue by au- | 


1 * thority.” 
; To contemplating, ates. W won- 
derful effects of our Lord's word, as ma- 
nifeſted in the goſpel, let us adore him in 
his divine capacity, as the Saviour of the 


> world and the bleſſed mediator for human 


frailty between God and man ; and, in his - 
human capacity, as the heavenly teacher and 
. reformer of the world, let us ſtudy with 
grateful adoration to follow his bleſſed © 
example. It is true, we can only W . 


mw miracles and wonders of his power, 


with love and reverence; but we can, and 
are required, to imitate his charity, His 
truth, his reſignation to the divine will, 
his unwearied benevolence, his meekneſs, 
his gentleneſs, and great humility. 
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N E IF. the ſtrongeſt arguments in 
"Favor of chriſtianity is the wonder- 
ful accompliſhment of the prophecies in 


| 


* 


the perſon of our bleſſed Saviour. The 
place of his birth, the manner of his life 
and death, his miracles, and the virtues 
for which he was to be famous, are fore- 
told in the moſt circumſtantial manner. 
80 neem are his ſufferings and ca- 
in the admirable chap- 
"Ya 77 1 +> 274 b A a 3 ter 
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ter from which I have taken my text, 9 25 
one of the moſt profligate and ee n 


imichel that exer dyſgracqqreligipn oꝝ mo- 


rality, was converted by reading it, and 5 


| a learned and pious divine informs us) 


continued ever after a Penĩtent and ſin- 
cere chriſtian. _ Bat. a. quotation or two - 


from the ſcripture itſelf will give more au- 


' thority to this argument than any thing 


, elſe. * Search the ſcriptures,” ſays dur 


- | bleſſed Lord; „ for in them ye think ye 


5 te have eternal life, and they are they | 
which teſtify of me! Nau may re. 


memher, too, when St. Paul was arra igned 


1 related his qmixagylous converſion, he ap- 


before the King of the Jews, for preaching 
the doctrines of 155 Soſpel, after having 


Patel ta be authority.of the Prophets ta 
eſtabliſh the truth of that ſyſtem, which is 
ty zealouſly eſpouſed. < King Agrip- 
75 pas, laid the venerable apoſtle, * be- 
4 5 thou, the prophets ? I know, that 
| 2 thou belicveſt.” What was the. effect 
HE produced on his mind by this; queſtion ? 
15 0: lo. bey. 105 the AR ent of 


N RAMON; I XV, 
J 5 with the, circumſtances my 


10 e e tg be a g 


| Haga 5 1 1 e 48 ht 
1 ALL on the preſent c ere 
beer kult hen you. a, full, completion, of 


o, the, EBay of 
you a vt. yiew 


QPL. . \ 


ory 5 and; ſhall en wt r 


S that, We 
of 1075 8 hiſto 


by ae ine Wige Prophets pecalionally 
25 * ſhall. then attempt ta 
N of the many advantages which, 
doc war eee ee e from 

— —5 dien I and 1 
+ ve apaſtles. 01 535 190 4 itt : 7 IA; 


_ | F 1 
«rj AR wd 2 5 8 leigt 18 Cf 't Worn, © 
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x" 
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. we with to, ro 7 ſarrgius-to.thein 


* 4 


ſource, we 

of: his 9 805 ther 
but proſpect wien for hit 
fore he was bor. - Augultys 4 So 


ſeems, in thoſe; days, iftned quits: lm 
Bas A a +. Ts ht | 


lefied Lord's life and. death LN 7 
that he auſyered ig eh Were 175 4 


* 
* 


in. the text, 1 rruſh, apd.other 


| deawour to ſtrengthen the genera! 91 9 


. ere 
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i we i chat at all eta Melt ay; ay; 
„„ lt all s ſubjects thould © regiſt their 


''s 


N 


ines in 4 public n 
Vveoanlth Ta! ambition Who wiſhet ts Kb) 
their exact number. For this purpoſe, 

all Were brdered to go, 'cvefy one fo his 
den ity oo, that Joſeph, 


ä yldaxt was then; toc 
5 5 e WH Nary Kis s "eſpouſed Site! 'wertt"tp*to = 
ct 60 city, as far as From! Nazardth"ts 
OH” Bethleliew, © During theſickly and "painful 
firni erg ſhe" was forced te to 


„ We Waden not yrs ee — had 5 
| to ſtruggle with. Poo *abd friendleſs, per- 


| haps, ſhe could not purchaſe” he 
eee 


— 


£4 


T - refreſhment; We are abe 
more Yeadty" led to fuß poſe thistwas the 
— when We call to Rind the hardſhip 


y that atteénded ber, after ſhe 
1 . 4 "and. 


= 4 1 n Wer 2 ” ; 
nner, to gra tity "his 


5 4. 
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and ter pa iſband had reached. the end ol | 
their”) urney. © When the days dere 
. Acc. ebitipliſhed that the ſhould be deli- 
«y TY When dhe great pain and 
_ ©peril'of childbirth came upon her, at 
füch a time and in ſuch" à place, though 
1 di. reſſes' 3 8 


5 7 en th re * 65 6 abs | bon 
; mforts'w hich the mot abject wretch 
—— etjoys, e the brought forth her 
rk bern fon, and wrapped" kim in 
«i feradeling clothes, and laid him in 4 
„ manger- Thus did he enter the SE 0 
in th to nifſerable Rte of poverty; ang 
was „ acquainted With 'ghef,” even from 


8 2 


550 birth eine 2 260 


8 11 


5 20700 Göller * he Bert than new . 
ny proſpec s of calamity; 

z5pened before him. fe |, having hi ard 

at 4 King of the Jews was born, With 

unrelenting eruelty ſew all the young chil- 
en cher were; or near Bethlehem, an 


#3 .4 


: barpus 72 Joſept 
5 9—ꝗ—5 Wag — laborigus. and 
1 eee fort een 
ji ne into a "WEL! HIRE 
= n ee e free, from 
dez were forced to ke te ir kindy 
weir native Git, and the He e, 
ran; to ſuffer. 15 Nee in 
% Which attz 


5 1 19 WY: 510" hh. at WE 


; of, Hera, they. were scaled to 
Fer ene that en Haag 8 8 


Pg” 


VA e ar. bars 1 called my ano 711 


keen Out 1d be tog > excenſivg foxmyproſet 
85 — W to. tale notice of Fernen 
"anc e that relates top the calamitics of out 
+: 1 5 as they Are. NE with af wit 

8 in * 6 Ry ee —1 | 
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8 by —.— and. when, the dige wa was : 
manifeſt co the chien , 3110 fe = | 


* oy | 


* = 
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lie en wen time, 28 we learn. from 
St. Lake, about thirty years of age; and 
he had not. long taken upon him bis diz 
vine office, . before his Miracles alone made 
it lulßcientiy evident that he was the Son, 
5 of God, He gave fight to the blind, hear- 
ing to the deaf, and-thoſe who were dum 
_ received the power of ſpeech. Beſides this, 
1 be cured all manner of diſeaſes; the le- 
” proſy the feyer, the palſy, and the :dropſy; 
: ang that not. by any. human means, put 
oy the, bare, touch, of his hand alone, and 
ſometimes by a word of command. The 
lame tog, and the maimed, the withered 
and the halt, were again reſtored and made 


perfectly whole. Here, we cannot but = 


take notice of the exact and almoſt literal 


ſuch ; 


7 


den 1 Aach. who, had foretold_ that. 


I 
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| fich/mifictes fiöld be performed by the 
Mieſſiah? ifi cheſe very Fermarkable words. 
Scheid Your Gbd will 'dti8 and fave = 
«yo; ther! the ces gf the blind ſhall be 
v opened; and fs Es ef the "deaf hall 
be unſtopped ; then ſhall the lame man 
Kap as an Haft, ald the töne of the 
dumb ſhall fing.“ The 


2s tie holy y apoſfle 475% 2 Were naß done S 
a der "hu 5 different” parts of 


the Jewiſh: ation,” and” "Frequeritly 1 in the 
che?" of Whole müttitudes who "could ES 
_ teſtify their gutt. Wow cel mita- 
cles of love, he raiſedthree perfons s from 
the dead; the rules” dau Süter in the 


chamber, the \widow's 8 "fon i in the ſtreet, 


and his friend Lazarus; who, when he 

called Him from the grave, after he had 
- been buried four days, came forth,” as 
St. John tells us, bound hand and foot 
FT © with e 28 e ee 
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5 Bb: Weib all mi" "Hf = 
though, as the prophet had foretold, e he 


= preached oo tidings to the meek, 
. es bound , 
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liberty to the captive,” yet pr 
learn that his enemies grew more inveterat 


err 


againſt him, and the unbounded love and ; 
| kindneſs which he ſhewed to the WIe 
world, only brought freſh ſorrous and cala- = 
mities upon his own- head! All his bene: 
volence was miſconſtrued by the envy, 
malice and jealouſy of the prieſts and 
rulers of the people; and every artful, 
every mean and deſpicable ſubterfuge was 
uſed, to Poiſon, the minds of the ignorant, 
and to irritate the mob againſt him. If 
he freed poor wretches from the dominion 
ol evil ſpirits, he was accuſed. of being in 
league with the powers of darkneſs; ö he 
healed their diſeaſes and pardoned. their 
ſins, then he was charged with blaſphemy; 
not all the wonderful works that diſtin- 
Auiſhed his miniſtry, not the divinity of 
his preaching, the diſintereſtedneſs of his 
conduct, nor the ſanctity of his morals, | 
could ſecure him from the rage of party, 
and the perſecutions of the obdurate Jews. 
* add to his kan, we read too, that 
| | while 


; 3 


a = 


p06 r 40 ns; ole wo. 
4 liniſtered to his neceſſities out of 
„er —— and he Himſelf has told 
rh he had © not where to lay his 
ing, at the ſame time, 

on with the does 


be 1 babe holes as he obſerved; ant 


«& the birds of the air that have neſts.” 


e e he deſpiſedd and rejected of 
e men, a man N ns nr wag | 
2 _ ET as we boa” 


* = 
1 


- his ny ne; 
ties Rae 3 WM 


82780 1100 che nds F nls i bee by 

one bf thoſe men whom lie had choſen 
for his difciples. In the trying hour be _ 
bis Affliction alſb, when his enemies 0 
dut agaitift him as againſt a mf or wur- 
derer, armed with rds and ſtaves, 


BS wad I Ty1. Wy. 
an borfsck him and fled; 15 eee 
ee follbwed afar off, fays the hö 
evangeliſt, bit who followed only to den 
him. Phils; deſerted by his friends, he is 


 Udlivered'up into the hands of his Blood- | 


_ thirſhyttiemies; and dragged away th Judg- 
= i ent, helplefs, and forſaken | Here, 48 t 
prophet had foretold, he was i | 
. and afflicted, yet he opened tiot his 
* mouth. Suck was the rage and io vis- 
lent Were "ab outcries which his chethics 
has Kindle againſt hith; that no ple of 
: innoceties; tis moderation could be liſten 
mma anc irreſolute Judge, but 
le Was (prevailed upon, againſt His own 
— ne give Him up to their Went. * 
bes fury, though. He found no faült in 
him, and; iniſtead of the bleſſed 1 
kdeleaſed a public felon. We all Know What 
inſults and indighitics lie ſuffered from the 


baſeſt of matikind. It is not common, in 


tie moſt batbardus nations, to aggrivate | 
the torthents of 4 poor wretch while, he is 
-- the harids of the executioner. The 


noſt Findiftive _ one would bps. ; 


. 
7 


5 3 out in aged er upon ere rof 
but this was not the caſe. with him, He 
was forced to endure Preparatory tormen "or 
cc though he had done; no violence, and 
though it had been the chief, buſineſs of. his 
life to teach men mercy, love. and kindneſs 
Beſides the ſcourging with rods, Which, 
it ſeems, a cruel, law. permitted, Fs Was 5 
5 | buffetted and ſpit on; crowned with thorns | 
in deriſt ion, and expoſed to all the mockery 
and rudeneſs of a pitileſs and ſenſeleſs rab- 
ble. His precious blood was not ſufficient 
to Slut their malice and rene Bat his 


2 


by the 5 _ every os x For ane 
unfeeling ruffian, .whoſe ping malignity - 
no ſenſe. of virtue. could. ſuppreſs, and 
no ſenſe of ſhame reſtrain. If we proceed | 
_ a little further, we ſhall find him, crucified 


= BY 3s. 
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between two common malefactors; + and, 11 
to give the laſt perfection to his divine 175 
character, leaving the world With a prayer 


for his murderers. . 6 F Mere. x ia wind 
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* of ſorrows, and © :quainted with grief, 


we come now to conſider the — = 8 


which the doctrines of his holy goſpel; and 


we its profeſſors, derive from ee hw 2 


ol its ever-ſacred author, ant his ar 


- wy TG 


_ Tr /inderies" they: ki Py the 
| ne to which they patiently ſubmitted, 
in order to eſtabliſh their ſyſtem of holineſs, 
afford us the ſtrongeſt poſſible argument of 
their ſincerity; ; and both their precepts and. 
example derive a luſtre from this which 
T wats could not have done from any thing 


Every good man, while he reveres 


— innocence and integrity of their lives, 
will receive, with humble faith, the doc- 


trines which they revealed, and the pre- 
cepts which they delivered. The enemies 
of 1 may vainly cavil; for what 


2 33 | human ; 


ern, T truſt; that © he 
7 —— and rejected of men, a man 
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— 0 ciſe .of- every ſocial duty? Men w 


be * — nn doubts ? Bur Lx uldaſk 
3 them, where ſhall we repoſe confidence if 
mot in the beſt of men? Meniwhoſe | 
: lives were devoted to the practice of meek 
and humble piety, and the unwearied exer- 
ho with 
>, the meſt illuſtrious fortitude encountered 
dangers and diſtreſſes in every ſhape, and, 
at laſt, met the moſt cruel deaths unap- 
8 palled, that they might vindicate their doc- 
trines and eſtabliſh the truth of the golpel ; 
on the firmeſt foundation. If ſuch men 
are not to be believed, whom are we 0 
truſt; or where ſhall we ſeek for truth ? 
Had Wey lived in affluence, indeed, while 
they deſpiſed riches; or, had they ſhrunk 
from danger, when they were oppoſed, per- 
ſecuted and deſtroyed by the powerful and 
the great; it is true, their holy ſyſtem 
could not have received that ſanction Which 
their ſufferings have given it: but now, 
we may learn every virtue from it with 
_ the greateſt advantage, and in rhe utmoſt 
: Perfection. INE. Valk I e 
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titude, thy molt W eee a all 
human virtues, where ſhall we find greater, 
and at the ſame time, more-aquable.exam- 


les of it, than among thoſe men, who with - 
alution, which no dangers or diſtreſſes 
Id conquer, oppoſed the ignorance and 


ſuperſtition of a guilty world, taught men 


85 their duty, and practiſed what they taught. 
Hear with what manly boldneſs. Peter and 


John addreſſed the Jewiſh rulers, immedi- 


ately after they had been freed from priſon, 
and commanded. by them, not to ſpeak. 
at all, nor teach in the name of Jeſus,” 
When menaced by thoſe jealous perſecutors 
of truth, they were not to be, frightened 
from their purpoſe by threats, nor awed 
into ſilence by power; but anſwered, in 
ttuhe language of conſcious innocence and 
| heroic virtue, whether 1 it be right i in the 
* ſight of God to hearken unto e more 


. than ande ane Judge ns 
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and humility taught in ſo heavenly ; a man- 
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1 e veel — — and 

_ threa ened with every danger, ee: 
vered the moſt placid contentment and 

eat ſubmiſſion to the will 'of | God. 


; Sufineſs of Weir Rees was te 


5 2 They bleſſed God, tbere- 
fore, eating their frugal meal with t ank- - 
_ fulnefs, and often retired to the ſhades of 
ſolitude, or their favorite mount, and ſung 2 
3 Wo © pray to p e Creator. f 
. 
Tur Wer 8 u tune nne re- - 
member, that the Apoſtles of Chriſt were 
no idle ſpeculatiſts, who taught virtues 
which they did not practiſe, but men who 
_ confirmed their precepts by example.” They 
did 27885 Kue ROE Ry , the ills 
1 = is on . | | of 


5 5 Kferia 


_ furrounded with affluence and honors; but; 


in the very depth of poverty, and under 
the greateſt misfortunes, taught men the 


dangers that waited: om riches, and, hav- 


= ee . mene incul cate 


foe. favored Wark Sides; e ae. 
— EET ee don rules 


but ede eee teachers 


—— founcesiof confore'to tide: 


| followers; while oppreſſed with the heavieſt 


calamities; and though they, of all men 
in the world, leaſt experienced what wie 
call the bleſſings af providenee, yet they 


beſt beg ee its et e its e 8185 
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a LASTLY) if ms wiſh to hw ns 
that is due to our wecken where ſhall 


it taught in ſo divine a manner, as 


B b © | Lene 


d — to 3 | 
e of ſorrow, while they themſelves were = 


in — whole life was one continued 55 | 
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ſcene of -univerſat charity to all wanlind. 
though he was deſpiſed and rejected of 

Feathem ! and whoſe death Dante the ; 
pardon and redemption of the world Or 
in the practice of that little flock: which 
_ ſurvived their heavenly maſter? To ſupport 


ehe ſacred cauſe, and guard their brethren 


from danger and diſtreſs, as well as they 
could; they aſſociated together with one 
common intereſt, and depoſited euery one 
his little ſtock in their common treaſury. 
| Thus did they profit by their bleſſed Maſ- 
_ ters inſtructions, and were in the begin- 
ſtry, “ as wiſe as” ber. 
e and as naar 8 48 doves. 2 5 eg? 
ili 1 Fo 11. 1411 „ erbt ; 
By aneh TIO of Seltunityh ſock ies; 
ples of piety and virtue, eher _ men 
to the practice of good works, and create 
in them * a ſtediaft and tively faith, may 


we not affirm, that neither will they me 7 


. perſuaded, though one roſe from 
e dead!” For, ſurely, every thing has 

been done that could be done, to inculcate 

2 ah our W and * zorthip 


8 * R M O „„ 
if God. Our reaſon is addreſſed in the 


_ moſt powerful and engaging manner, and 
the moſt perfect examples are exhibited for 


our imitation and inſtruction. We are 
allured to the practice of virtue by the 


promiſe of reward, and we are deterred 


from vice by the threats of future puniſh- 


ment. We are awed by fear, we are ; 
cheared and encouraged by hope, and may 


learn for our comfort, under the preſſure 


of every calamity, that © the kingdom of | 


heaven is open to all believers,” May 
we not exclaim then, with the holy apoſtle, 
How ſhall we eſcape, if we neglect ſo 


| « great falvation ?” That we may not ne- 
: * but receive it with all due ſubmiſ- 
ſion, thankfulneſs and praiſe, God, of his 


infinite mercy, grant, to whom, &c. 
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of our bleſſed Lord an 


' ſtrikingly ſolemn. and aw-  ' KB 
ances as were ſuitable to it. 
: | 1 1 | „ i 8 
Eaſt, or the | 
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1 0 Rar in in the ſkies, that the Saviour of the 

world was about — up his abode with 5 
mn. It was the culoi light of hea- 

ven that directed their ſearch, and paſſed | 


over their heads, © till it came and e 


oo” over where the you ng « child was,” ſays 


St. Matthew. 2 e circumſtances which : 
St. Luke adds are inexpreſſibly beautiful ä 
and ſublime. © And there were in the 


10 ec ſame country ſhepherds, abiding in the 


« field, keeping watch over their flock 
*.by night. Ang lo, the angel 
Lord came upon them, and the glory 
« of the Lord ſhone round about them, 
and they were ſore afraid: And the 
h nel aid unto them, fear not, for, be- 
«| hold, I bring you good tidings of great 
joy, Which {hall be to alli people,; for 
L unto you is born this day, in the city 
: Hef David, Aa Saviour, which is Chriſt the 
Lord. And ſuddenly there was with the 
cc angel a multitude of the heavenly hoſt 
* praiſing, God, and;laymg, Glory to God '”y 
. in the higheſt, and on earth peace; 
* good-will: towards men? . s > We I: 
5 | | | * 
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55 Ir is in e of RY at. 
55 andi glorious event that we are aſſemblec 
5 together; and our time may be emploped 
in a manner ſuitable to the ſolemn occa- 
| fron, if we conſider ſome o the many 
particulars, in which it may be troly Aid; 
that dhecdink.of our Lord was attended 
with * moſt eee warnen 0 | 


| ? 
4 Ss #3 . 0 g 57 FLY 
men. 4 * *; 1924 . 7 * 21 11 * des a 97 A l 3) #* 
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Fier. it iy. to him at we owe aue 


Some r ee being nes with 
more than human intelligence, was neceſ- 
fary 20 bring us acquainted! vitk the Al- 
mighty Father, and to reconeile us to tlie 
diſpenſations of his providence. What- 
ever notions the human mind might ac- 
quire ol the divine nature, by the exer- 
: eiſe of ealon, they muſt reſt, after every = 
| anxious enqviry has been made, on the 
uncertain ground of ſpeer ation only. The 
attributes and exiſtence of a being that is 
omnipotent and offi tniſcient, a are 10 rj re- | 
more, ſo _— different from | 


fie Bf 


ba 


= # 


2 with unavailing: ceren 
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* | were to be cr callected from them, by 
N Mc 2 nem of ſufficient 


Sen or 1 % übe 
ation and improve the heart. A 


| yn religion in the earlier ages of 


the world, inſtead of being a ſyſtem of 
 holingſs and —— Wa as ; 
fg 8 


— eee, en 


ede ways — 410 
| fometimes. 10 renn, It was le with 
ooliſh and fantaſtic terrors, Haag 


hon. partly to awe the ignorant mul: 
titude, or to keep them employed; and 
partly to foſter the moxe crafty, and deſign» 
ing in nde. in luxury and iner SEU - 
LN zelda $195 5 1% 8 fi K 2 2 £9300 777 3 

Sven, were the ſtriking and general. fear 


tur of ha Wan the light of reve- 
. 


; / rs 
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uſes, and to clear away 
of error, was an office well ſuited to the 
e of the Son' of God. The invari- 
able experience of many revolving ages had 
taught men the want and neceffity of rely- 


ing on ſomething that carried more autho- 


- a ; 8 rdi1 3 


rity with it, more weight and information 
han the mere ſpeculations of men. The 
mediation of the bleſſed Jeſus was neceſſary 
to diſeloſe the diſpenſations of heaven to 
us, as far as they relate to the occaftons 
ol life, and to ſettle a ſyſtem of piety ſuffi- 
ciently powerful to influence and engage 
Wii the counſels of the heart.” He has ac- 
fy, in his ever-ſacred goſpel, united 
| the duty ich we owe our Maker ſo in- 
pon with the loy 
and heightened both by the intermixture 
of ſuch affections as have moſt influence | 
over the heart, that nothing can be con- 
ceived more perfect, or ſo well adapted to 
improve the condition of human Ren ri 


and to promote the glory or” God. 


2 that is due to man, 
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5 rine f ſo awful in itſelf ee Hat e 


$7 nd -perplexity. 
With ate ere es e ee it aſſerted, 
that e life and a monteitg . were e 


that divine knowledge which our Lor. 
ted, and by which * diſcovered : 


1 his © 6 good-will towards. men.“ I we Kalke 
2 ſhort. view of chriſtian wo a, A 


many. bleſſed effects which it has, or.ought - 
to have, on human conduct, we ſhall have 
further cauſe to acknowledge his tranſcend- | 


| By taking 0 on 18 — Sn 1 50 man, be 
in y became the better qualified to be - 
„„ | the 


4 * a: 
1 Z 4 
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conde benfion,” in ſuffering himſetf to 

be expoſed to the ſame temptations, the 
5 ſame hardſhips and calamities that are in- 
cident to the moſt abject of the human 


d our underſtanding, and kindled ſuch 
ſympathy and exalted affection in our bo- 
ſom, as not only i invigorates our piety, but 
inſpires a mixture of gratitude and love, of 
Vorſhip and adoration for our Fg | 
F a ana. ved, e 


N ur x virtues which ti 125 tabonnht to lee ; 
8 bliſh, and by which he has eminently ſhewn 
his good-will to men, are ſuch as would 
effectually promote their intereſts here and 
hereafter; ſuch as are admirably calculated 
to cheriſti the gentle and humane affeſtions, ; : 
* check every unruly paſſion that tende th 
enmity or the diſorder of life, and to endet 
us to each other by the duties of juſtice, 
and the kind offices of charity. Before 
. the times of chriſtianity, that forbearance 
_ Maas: of pune” on which fo 
1155 many 


he has familiarized his divine nature | 
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_ wet almoſt, if not entirely, Inknow 
| . erh A eee that 
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=: = "I ar aas. deemed mertoriow and be that 
+ | Kig hands in the” Blood: of his Klonen. 
ES | and honored as a Hero. That Petient for | 
ich inf ires calmneſs and reſolu- 
EX the tempeſtubus ſcenes of life: 

ttutat ſerenity which attends the good man 

=: eee and which, indeed, is derived 
„„ N higher ſource than the exer 

5 as mind, in a ſtate of nature, were vir- 
pen tes to wich men be ee eee . 
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"al humility; better known or-prafliſed i in 

the world. A ferocious pride, and the 

"T  _ maintenance of a fierce and ſavage dignity, 

uoere paſſions that almoſt wholly ſhared the 
5 human heart. The ſoftening of the mind 
. of man, by * every — thas - 
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5 tends to; the exerciſe of anc or the, 


8 commiſſion of injuries under pretence of 


puniſhing them, has been attended with 
the moſt beneficial effegs. The ſpirit of 
chriſtianity introduced virtues into the 
world the beſt calculated, not only to pre- 
vent the. growth of oppreſſion and every 
. ſpecies of injury and malice, but to pro- 
mote the beſt, temper and diſpoſition of 
mind that human nature is capable of 
maintaining. Vet let it be remembered. >; 
that the laws and obligations of the holy, 5 
1 goſpel are not merely negative, ſuch as 
ſerye only to prevent miſery and diſorder, | 
in ſociety, without doing farther goad; 98 75 
While the heart is reſtrained from the in- 
dulgence of paſſions that lead to acts of 
eruelty and violence, it 1s formed to habits N 
ety, 1 vreſſed with ſentiments of | 
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Bur of all other Victbes, 1 the :: 
= chriſtian. diſpenſation, mankind were moſt 
- deficient, perhaps, in charity. to one ano— 
ther. e ſeem to haye had no 7 of 
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whole world within its bounds, which | ky 

babes us to look up to the Almighty, as 
our common Father, and to conſider hin” 
as the protector and upholder of all thi ngs. 
Theſe "exalted notions of the Divine Na- 
ture, at once ſo pleaſing and flattering to 
the human mind, were ſeldom, or never 
eritertained; but by a few men of a Ru- 

dious and pulp character. For 
want of annexing this idea of paternity 

to the Supreme Being, the charity of 
"ah heathen world was of an illiberal and 

contracted nature. All the duties of life 

and every object of benevolence were con- 
fined within their own tribe, or the parti- 
cular diſtrict of country i in which they lived. 
They were ever ready, indeed, to dif- 


Fuſe the tancc rous paſſions of the heart 


while thoſe amiable virtues which endear 
us to each other, were choked by ſelfiſh- | 
neſs, by pride, or à deſpicable ambition. 
Whenever the fire of reſentnent Was 

Eindled, their "neighbours | immediately 
caught the flame; acts of violence and 


hoſtility were continual ly DG Ig and 
\ the 
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the world was filled with rapine; ſlaugh- ; 
ter, and devaſtation. "Thoſe who are but 
mere ſcioliſts in hiſtory, but particularly in 
dat of the middle ages of Europe, during 
the feudal ſyſtem of government, and be- 
fore the goſpel was underſtood, will readily | 
admit the truth of theſe obſervations. 
ph e 4 | 
I Ir, was an 8 Ki e the 5 . 
5 miniſtry, of. bim, at whoſe birth peace 
was proclaimed on earth, to check the 
rage of theſe fierce, diſorderly paſſions, 
| and to form the temper of man to 
mildneſo, moderation, charity and love. 
: That he has. done it, both by Precept and 
- _ example, every one, who-1 is in the leaſt 5 
acquainted with the holy, goſpel, 1 will fully 
acknowledge. Such views of the Divine 
0 Being, f ſuch heavenly precepts for the foun- 
dation of piety and virtue, and ſuch exam- 
ples to enforce the practice of them, no 
other ſyſtem ever preſented. Whether we 
have, to the utmoſt of our power, profited 
4 abjſe ſs Gas bleſſings, is another conſi- 
c cz : :  deration, 
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golpel teaches, not what mankind Purſue. 
14 odgh 1 am far froth entertaining tlie 
_ gloomy. idea that the world 18 3 in a, dege- 
Hetate Rate; T am, indeed, convinced that 
* fre in fate of ituprovement, and that 

the progreſs of virtue has been very conſt- 


derable among ourſelves, ſince we have 
_ reficunced the authority of that infamous 
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and proſtituted church, which hath ſo de“ 8 


ae the dignity, and perverted! the 4 : 
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= dat many comfortable ay Wat 
9 © d, and ate voluntarih | 


ny for "the x wretched" of nete d der 


ſcription, will remain as 
dur, charity po pls ber 
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let us > hope, that we are gradually 6. oe 
er ,” as the holy apoftle ſays, 44 K. 
<< Wards the mark, and „i out lives 


Gd . 55 | 
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more. 1 to . re * Chriſt, 85 

Let us hope that the odious vices of op. 

0 preſſion, cruelty and inju ſtice, together | 
with the gloomy paſſions of malice, hatred 


and revenge, are vaniſhing away, before 


the glorious light of the goſpel, and that 
tbeir correſponding virtues and graces are 
. dawning on us, like the hg morn, with 3 
ee 


Tn us a 1 5 as 5 vie | 
proper for our conſideration, at this ſolemn 
ſeaſon, to ſhew you how the birth of our 


155 Lord was attended with good-will to man. 


x To cloſe our meditations on the ſubject, 1 

| hall, as briefly as poſſible, ſtate to ou 
- what appears to me the proper diſpoſition EE 
ol mind to be indulged, and the chief du- 

5 ties that o ght to be e in cele - 
8 hs ting this our e feſtival. Pe 


. you, wha hn Redfaſtly ee 2 


; the goſpel of Chriſt, no argument will be 


| neceſſary. to ſhew that the higheſt degree 
8 , een and Praiſe, cnlivened by 
l 8 1 . 


1 


y 
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ide moſt exalted. love and* adoration, Is | 


both neceſſary, and, indeed, natural to 
the mind of man, on ſo great and illuſ- 
trious an occaſion. But, it is not ſufficient | 
dba! we feel theſe emotions and pious ſatis- 
Factions; We ought alſongg ine em 


: and expreſs them by ſome 0 | ard ack and 


performance. No, beſides the bare at- | 
. endance on public worſhip, what can be 
| ſo proper as the partaking of the Lord's 
ſupper, which, with great propriety, is al- 
1 adminiſtered on this day ?- Conſider, 
it 1s the laſt ſacred office, and indeed the 
only one, which he enjoined his diſciples to | 
erform in honor of his memory. This 


; do, ſays he, on the eve of his depar- 


ture from a cruel and wicked world, „ in 


5 « remembrance of me.” There is ſurely 


nothing arduous. or difficult in the per- 
formance of it ; and the requeſt ought to 
be regarded with fuch ſentiments of love 
and piety AS nothing can equal, but the 
Pleaſure: and ſatisfaction of complying with 
"Th We muſt not for orget too that it 8a 


_ peceflary "Oy; VAR is incumbent on all 


ED. | 15 ; Chriſtians ; 


s E R MON kun, 39. 


Chriſtians; and when can we perform it, 
, with greater propriety, than on the day of 5 
our Lord's nativity? Add to the expedi - 0 
ency 106 Wem this holy communion, | 


" ii i 32-0 


| r to eee on pe occaſions, ſome- : 


- what ſimilar, from the genuine operations . 


of the heart. Whenever we are endeared 


ED... any one in a particular manner, by the 


ties of nature or affection, we are wont to 
| ſhew our pleaſure. and ſatisfaction ariſing 


from the relation, by com memorating the 


day of their birth. Shall we, then, joy- 
fully and regularly embrace the opportu- 
nities, as they offer, of celebrating the 
day that gave us a parent or a child, and 
ſhall we let the nativity of our bleſſed 
Lord and Redeemer paſs by unnoticed | 
Let gratitude, devotion, piety and duty 
forbid it! Independent alſo of every other 
motive, there is certainly great comfort in 


5 performing 5 this labor of love,” in max- 


ing a ſolemn and public profeſſion of our 


faith, at proper and ſtated intervals, in 


95 ee for mercy, and acknowledging, 5 
1 „ e e 


1 . 2 * * * 0 * xn. 
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8 e fthe 
; W event which diſtinguiſhes it, has long 
been dedicated to feſtivity and joy through- 5 
out the. chriſtian world. To the greateſt 

_ heavenly bleſſings it is natural to unite the! 
: comforts: which this life affords; and if 
our pleaſures and enjoyments were regu- 
lated by the ſpirit of praiſe and thankſgir- 
ing to Him, who is the giver of all good 
Sage Sifts, there would be great propriety in 
them. But 1 fear, that the ſenſual indul- 
gence which the occaſion offers, is too f- 
ten admitted with eagerneſs, and the duties 
aof the day wholly forgotten. To make ſo 
ſolemm a feſtival as the preſent, a feſtival 
_ diſtinguiſhed by heaven's peculiar b. bounty 
and good-will to man, a pretence ber idle. 
neſs, for gluttony and intemperance, is an 
idea fo groſs and impious, that it muſt 
ſtrike every ſober mind with indignation 
and abhorrence. We ſhould certainly fee! 
the higheſt ſenſations of joy and ſatisfaction, 


SAE. R M 0 N 1 XVII. | 393 : 


1 aught to be of the moſt | 0 
exalted nature, as well as degree; very dif- 


ferent from that noiſy and giddy mirtn 


FE which- generally ariſes in. © the houſe. f 


feaſting; it ſhould always be accom· 
panied with acts of hoſpitality and kind "i; 
neſs. While we feel and acknowledge the 
divine benevolence to us and to the whole 
world, we ought to imitate the glorious 
| example, as far as we have ability, by ml ” 
5 our love to our ane 3 
1 our joy Wen Sorin 7 from: the” no- 
bleſt en bende Loet it be influenced by 
gratitude to God and charity to man. Let 


2 ie ſhew itſelf; on all occaſions, but parti= | 


_ cularly the preſent, in the exerciſe of thoſe 


important duties of a chriſtian's profeſſion. 


Let us be ready to offer our alms and 
_ thankſgivings at the altar of the Lord, 
and contribute our mite with chearfulneſs, 
*'to feed the hungry and. cloath the 
<<, naked. „To make our behaviour in 
every reſpett worthy of this great ſolemnity, 
25105 to inſpire diſpoſitions of mind ſuitable 
0 e = | to 


to it, let us remember, chat bs unto us a 
* child is born, unto us a ſon is given, 
OM 1 whoſe name was to be called Wonder- 
: 5 ful, Counſellor, the mighty God, the 

everlaſting Father, the Prince of Peace!” 


i 


— 


' This is the day on which this grand and 
. awful prophecy was fulfilled, and this is 
LE: day, on which the heavenly hoſt cele- 
',  brated the event, by fin ging, Glory to 
God in the higheſt, on earth 5 
* good-will towards „„ 
5 | 333 5 wg 9 — 5 vt (ves 1 c 
| 85 a i | 5 ̃ 5 n . : " 3s 
| F F f { FLSA 385 . 
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* appears from chis N that Titzo- 
thy was but young, when his venerable 
brother, St. Paul, was by his admonition 
and inſtruction, qualifying. him for a 
teacher of the holy goſpel. For an office 
ſo important, and at the fame time ſo dif- 

| ficult, the ſeaſon of youth was by no means 
the beſt adapted. He was engaging in the 

propagation of a ſyſtem which required the 
utmoſt rectitude of conduct, joined to the 
uy porch perſeverance, in order to op- 


poſe 


Re 96 8 E R N ON XVI. 
= poſe the vices. and prejudices, and to "SE 
port the cruelty and oppreſſion, of a wicked 
3 and corrupted world. In proportion too, ; 
As the doctrines of the bleſſed Jeſus, were 
CE diſtinguiſhed : for their ſuperior excellence; 
the errors, and even the frailties, of thoſe | 
wWobo taught them became more conſpicu- 
ous. While, alſo, to the admonitions of 
the aged we are diſpoſed to liſten; as to 
1 truths that have received the ſanction of : 
experience, we turn with indifference from 
| what a younger teacher may have to offer, 
from . a conviction that his early years 
ſubject him, at leaſt, to the imputation of 
1 ignorance, if not of vice. But the natural  o 
. diſqualification of youth is not inſur- = 
mountable; ſince the precept of the text 
 ſhews, that it is paſible for a young man 
to be the inſtructor of others, and the rare 
example of Feen bee it e 
e n mw , todd heat 


5 15 to . on he 1 EDT 9 

* the ſhining talents, the ſteady. virtues and 
the, PE: e hie mult. have fo 

: eminently 


. K * S # 
; & 


ink M O N Nun 1 | 
rinently diſtinguiſhed this yoingupatile; Dh 
72 5 I ſhall endeavour to ſhew what perfections 
55 of character are requiſite, not particular ly Y 


in thoſe who have undertaken the laudable, 
though often ungrateful taſk of teaching 


hers; but in eee ee "has 3 


„ a0 man 27875 Tan e ee 05 


2 \ firſt diſcover themſelves, and which 
we regard as the ſure indications of every 
thing excellent in morals, are a nice ſenſe 
_ of what is good and what is evil, What is 
: truly praiſe-worthy, and what is not, with 
an early and earneſt attention to 1 25 form= 


ing of their Principles. I 
who from their inex bevicrics; 0 en. 


ardor and want of reflection, are often ex- 


poſed to the moſt dangerous temptations, 
cannot ſtore the mind too ſoon with thoſe 

maxims which are the ſafeguards of i inno- 
cence, nor direct their attention too early 25 
o th > acquiſition of thoſe habits of think= 
Ing, and'that Readineſs of conduct, from 


which, when united with religion, every 
” | "NW 


"oF S n M O N XVII. 
at e and amiable muſt - 
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V ked on 1 as "life, 

7. Farmen dangers will ſurround them, 
andi various afflictions, under the ſpecious 
forms of pleaſure, will aſſail their hearts. 
To ruſn blindly on, in a courſe ſo perilous, 
without either the benefits of experience, 
or the guidance of wiſdom, muſt quickly 
lead to miſery and ruin. It is a duty, 
| therefore, which we owe both to ourſelves, 
dur neighbour and our God, when we firſt 
acquire the power of reflection, to pon- 
J der the path of life,” and meditate on 
e de race Which. is ſet before. us, with 
de moſt ſtedfaſt and ſerious attention. 
Not to dwell, in this place, on the high 
commands of Heaven, that enjoin an early 
6. cC̃ourſe of piety and virtue, as [peculiarly 
acceptable to the Deity, we ſhould conſider 
that, at this critical age, the character takes 
its caſt, perhaps, for ever. The proneneſs 

of the human heart to evil, the violence of 
temptation, and the frail virtues of thoſe, 
ne | who 


a 


ea 
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Who bave nothing to boaſt of but good 
diſpoſitions, are generally acknowledged 
in others, and ſometimes felt within our- 
ſelves. No ſmall care, therefore, will be 
| neceſſary to be negatively- good, merely 
4 to abſtain from evil: but to make any 
conſiderable advances towards perfection, 
the greateſt vigilance and caution, united 
with the beſt endeavours, under the holy 
diſcipline of our Redeemer's laws,” are 
indiſpenſible, as! therefore Apa: me 
gourd. ff eee, 
24 | this arduous - enterprize, when we 
are preſſing on to the glorious mark of 
immortality, through difficulties and dan- 
gers, through the perplexing paths of ſor- 8 
row, and the more pleaſing, though no 
leſs bewildering fields of joy, to take the 
broad road that leads to deſtruction, at 
our firſt onſet, is dreadful and alarming. 
One falſe ſtep brings on another, till vice 
becomes habitual, and ruin inevitable; or 
ſhould the ſoul, rouſed by the awful ad- 
monitions of religion, ſhudder at the 
e chreatening 


5 0 
8 
oY 


willi be more 


M 0 N. xv 11. 


SER 


| thronening prolpedt,c the return to virtue 


difficult. Not only the 
dale. and evil Aer ene inherent i in 


ſtituc ran ae nas 58 agg 


on . path of error muſt be 


trodden back; the ſneers of vicious com- 
panions muſt be diſregarded; the: ſcoffing 


0 bete Gd and the mind thoroughly 


poſſible, from every im urity, 
. daringizhs: habits of careleſs in- 
e or avowed wickedneſs. i dev hers, 
_ nt. 6 <A RY og | 
bin that wight be adduced, ſhew 
the importance and neceſſity of ſubjecting 
' the paſſions to the early diſcipline of virtue, 
and he whole heart and ſoul to the need- 
ful reſtraints. of religi 
reflect on the too general neglect of this 


Tun Ft Mer ental duty in : oung perſons, with 


pain wy ſorrow. . How often do we ſec 
them follow the giddy impetuoſity of their 
temper, without acknowledging any re- 
£ ns. that would curtail them of the molt - 
| frivolous, 


on, we cannot but 3 


5 E R M 0 N XII. e. 


frivolous, GY ſometimes the moſt vi vicious 
| pleaſures ! How often do we e obſerve fin 
eſtabliſhing her firm dominion over their 
hearts, under the fallacious appearance of 
innocent indulgence, or harmleſs amuſe- 


ments! And how often do we "fee a head- 


_ ſtrong temper, impatient of control, when 
it moſt needs it, burſt from the wholeſome £ 
reſtriction of paternal authority, and run 5 
into every irregularity, from the evil ex- 
ample of others, perhaps, or the danger- 
ous ** folly of rag, > too much f in. _their | 
5 en b hearts!“ 2 „ 
| 2 Wie to / deſcend from Cd lll 5 
to the diſcyſfion of a few particulat ſub- bf 
5 jects, permit me to 'obferve, that too gteat 1 
confidence in our own ſtrength is always 
dangerous, and ſometimes fatal. In the 25 
catalogue of good qualities, therefore, 
which diſtinguiſh the young, we particu- 
. larly expect to find that virtue which we 
term modeſty; but which the ſcripture 
comprehends under the diſtinct expreſſions 


0 of meekneſs, * and © humbleneſs 
- oo en 


'A 


— 


F 5 
or 
* 
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00 of mind. here are ſafficient motives 
to enforce the obſervance of theſe chriſtian 
| | graces. in men of all ages; but in youth _ 
many additional conſiderations render them 


I 1 duties. Thoſe who can have 


had but little time, and leſs opportunity, to 
gain any well- grounded information on 


important ſubjects; who are not only able 
to be miſled by their heat of temper, but 


are in continual danger of being ſeduced 
from truth and virtue by the fantaſtic forms 155 
of novelty or faſhion; who to the want of 


experience are often forced to confeſs the 


want of reflection alſo, ſhould ſurely be on 
all occaſions ready to diſtruſt themſelves, 
and pay ſome deference to the 
| of others. This. conſideratic 


entiments 
alone, if 


: ſuffered to have its. due weight, would 


caſt an amiable color over their whole be- 


haviour, and kindle thoſe i ingenuous bluſhes 
of ſhame, which, on proper occaſions, we 


all wiſh- to . and which we are . i : 


> Fi 


#* 81 
; 8 
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SERMON xvIII. 40 
80 modeſty i in youth f Would 5e | 


Ri tural virtue ; it ſhould be derived from 
other, more abundant ſources than mere 


reflection, or a ſenſe of propriety; it ſhould - | 


__ fpring ſpontaneouſly from ſenſibility ; from 
2 heart alive to every ſentiment of ſhame, 
5 before it has been hackneyed in the ways 

of men, or rendered. 5 and = ho a long i in- 

5 tercourſe with the world. 


 Tuzy who can ar in eu ociety - 
with equal eaſe, and expoſe themſelves to 
the imputation of i 1gnorance or impudence 
Without a bluſh; Who can indulge 1 N 
paltry temptation to licentious raillery, or 
indecent converſation, and give others | 
pain, without feeling a portion of it thein- 
ſel ves, are either men to whom nature has 
denied every delicacy of ſentiment; or in 
5 whoſe minds, the emotions of ſhame have 
been ſo often excited, "0" 1 are no 
"longer felt. rg pers 5 


For youth chanſons: to want 1 | Many is 


not only to want ſenſibility, but)! in a great 4 
D — meaſure, 


„ 0 
„„ 
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e ' meaſure; all thoſe. endearing - qualities, 
{with which it is ſointimately blended. as 
for that artificial conſequence, and that 
boyiſh importance which ſome have been 
' taught to acquire, in direct violence to na- 
ture, and the genuine diQates « of the heart, 
it is in young perſons always 1 - 
e if not always Vicious, 


? Bor in IM and a gen as in every 
thing: elſe, there are certain boundaries, 
4 where truth and error, virtue and vice be- 
gin to blend, like light and darkneſs on 
the horizon of the globe. Hence it is in 
ſome meaſure neceſſary, that the limits, at 
leaſt of every middle virtue (if I may ſo ; 


nature may be better underſtood; and the 
extent of its obligation fully known. 
i Some may ſuppoſe that the cultivation of 
modeſty, as one c of the characteriſtic vir- 
tues and chief ornaments of youth, is at- 
tended with a ſervile ſubmiſſion, that is 
both puſillanimous and degrading. Very 
far from it. True e is as diſtinct 
%% 5 „ ou 


: $59 
. ” 


expreſs myſelf) ſhould he defined, that its 


7 1. 


8 from every 1 that is 0 ad mean, 0 


as the magnanimity of a hero is from the 


1 bluſtering rage of a coward. It is only * 


= becoming: veil, thrown' by nature over the 
good qualities of the mind, before they- 
have reached maturity, that they may ap- 


pear at length in greater beauty and fuller 


| perfection. And ſo far is modeſty from 
being incompatible with true dignity, that 
ut forms no inconſiderable part of it. 


Aſſociated with good diſpoſitions, and 


ennobled by a ſenſe of conſcious worth, 
it becomes a virtue of the _ exalted 


V%» 8 > ako LaS: 
* : N 1 "WE 5 
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_ 


- Tuoven, we may be often witneſſes to 


a degree of aukward ſhame in the uncul-. 
tivated minds of youth, that is extremely 


painful to others and embarraſſing to them- 
ſelves; yet ſhe would not forget, that ſuch 
are the rude materials of virtue, which : are” 


the proper objects of cultivation; where 
ever we find them, we ſhould regard them 
as rough diamonds, that ſufficiently ſpeak 
; Wa wntrinfic value, and only require the 
75 Dd 5 artiſt's 


* 


—_ —_ 1 to how ms in their 

full luſtre, We may oo sfſured that wa 
rely ſenſe of ſhame, 

ſuch confuſion in the pits is e be an 
indication of good intentions, and a deſire 


| 2. 5 of acting right in thoſe who feel it, if they 


only knew how. As for the wretch that 
hluſhes at the impurity. of his own. 

"thoughts, that hangs his head from the 
conſciouſneſs ef a mean and groveling diſ- _ 


poſition, and walks as it were in darkneſs. 


with the light of heaven around him, the 
emotions of his mind are more nearly allied 
to the overwhelming ſenſe of guilt, than 
do that amiable virtue bien I with At Boe 
e to nen, „ 


„ 8 me to : Cite as 8 
Ts by re amending modeſty to youth, in 
| proper and enlarged ſenſe, not only as 

a a duty, but as the chief ornament of the 


mind. Its importance, indeed, does not 


cConſiſt immediately in itſelf, abſtractedlyß 
Saaten. ſo much as in the influence 


| inen, and the protection 
| on WHOS. - 


precepts and example of St. Paul fo ſtrongly 


. enforce, is of this nature; and is always 
mentioned as giving a grace, and adding 


an importance, to every benevolent action. 


Beſides, the emotions that ariſe from an 
ingenuous modeſty, will often make us 
fſhrink from temptation, and preſerve out 


hearts from the corruption of vice, when 
nciple Would 


reflection and a regard to pri 


prove ineffectual. United with a proper 
ſenſe of worth, and freed from falſe ſhame, 


it forms the moſt amiable prepoſſeſſion of 


: character, and one of the moſt powerful 
attractions that a d 8 r can 1 e 55 


'S. 


our of youth, yet we wiſh more particu- 


larly to ſee it regulate their intercourſe, and 


govern their converſation with the aged. 


This intercourſe, indeed, as it 1s ſeldom 


=D OR eggs from choice, is generally cons 
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5 


ich it affor OY to *. virtues. 1 | 5 
meekneſs which the tenor of the holy goſ. 
el throughout inculcates, and which the 


br . we - with to en Nin 
fluence on the whole conduct and behavi- 25 


4 


— 


. the 
- gratitude and natural affection. To fre. 
the leaſt ſymptoms of inſolence of manner, 


NLO He 


* 
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the reſpect: that is due from modeſty, but 
deference that ſprings W duty, 7 


or coarſeneſs of behaviour, in a relation 


of life ſo intimate, and which ought, on 
| both . ſides, to be ſo endearing, is beyond 
meaſure ſhocking and diſguſting. What- 


_ ever. vices ariſe from a brutal diſpoſition 
of mind, an unlimited indulgence of 


ſelfiſh paſſions, or a total want of tender. 
neſs and feeling, we might expect to find 


in one, Who is capable of nen Wt to 5 
2 e or eee, ks br ht kt 


5 


Np 5 us now. direct our n em to 
Aa ſubject of greater importance, and which 
more intimately concerns our innocence ; 

and peace. The wiſe and beneficent Crea- 


tor of the world hath. diſtinguiſhed | his 


rational creatures by various intellectual 


endowments, which ſufficiently proclaim _ 
tp e 4 man oyer the reſt of he | 
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creation, and point him out as the peculiar 
bbject of moral nn here, and of di- 
vine reward hereafter. | We can boaſt, in 

an eminent degree, of thy nice, aer. 
nating faculties of thought, reaſon, con- 
ſcience and reflection, that were given us 
to aſcertain good from evil, and to diſcern, 


5 ſufficient truth, the ow that 1 to. 


virtue — happineſs" - 585 TT he — 

„ 0 e iS; ach in 805 Wr 
ercation are little more than the inſtincts 
of their nature; were planted: in our bo- 


ſoms for the wiſeſt and beſt of purpoſes. 


By their ſalutary operation the current of 


| life is prevented from ſtagnating. They 


give energy to our thoughts, and vigor to 
our purſuits. By their intermediate agency. 
the knowledge of goodneſs i is often aſſoci- 
ated with the practice of it. To the ſenti- 


ments of virtue they communicate addi- 85 


tional warmth, and, when under due regu- 
lation, they add to our religious principles 
ſuch exaltation of mind, as raiſes our 
r e above this world, and directs our 


atten tion f 
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: | 46 Sans not away, as the laſt, and moſt 5 
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FER pinks we © aſcribe beck 9 WIR 
other: bleſſed effects to the influence of the 
aſſions, when under proper government, 


and due ſu bordination to the guidance of | - 
: tn, and the directing voice of religion, 


we muſt not forget that, from their per- 
verſion and diſorder, ſprings vice of every 


kind, and . in Oy” hideous _ 
3 gvilty 2 . f 


45 


. h N Laon en n 5 


3 5 great movers of the mind generally operate 5 
e ee any dire 1 
puulſes of nature, and little control, but 


but the blind im- 


"LOY 


from their on counter- action; the go- 


vernment of the paſſions muſt form a duty 


of the laſt importance; a duty on which 


their happineſs or miſery, not only in this 
world, but in that which is to come, will, 
in a great meaſure, be ſuſpended. Nor is 


nt of reaſon only, but of 
1 revelation 5 


a 
"NL 
* 


8 E R MON, xvnl. 41 
= ak tion alſo; . there we are com- 8 


manded to © keep the heart with all dili- 


* gence, for out of it are the iſſues of 8 
© 66 life,” | 5 5 e I? 


= 1 endeavouring to recommend this im- 
portant obligation both of virtue and reli- 
gion, to the attention of young perſons, 

I ſhall not expatiate on that horrid depra- 

vity and perverſion of mind which lead 
to crimes of the deepeſt dye; which ac- 

tuate the perſecuting tyrant, the murderer 
or the felon; but will confine myſelf to 
ſuch propenſities as lead us almoſt in- 


ſenſibly to evil, and to ſuch frailties 


in the human boſom, as are Seen aſſo- 

ciated with a beneficent temper and amiable 
GG. e 

; 3 the- mord junvecat oncefive of 
- youthful paſſions, and the leſs dangerous 

deluſions of the mind, we may rank the 
extravagancies of hope and expectation. 

Before we have had the painful, but whole- 

ſome leſſons of experience impreſſed upon 


bs 


.- QUE © 
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© hearts, we view the e of 1 
through the deceitful medium of imagi- 
| IS nation, with pure, unmixed delight. We 
look forward, with eager joy, to the hour 
that frees us from reſtraint, and brings 
> with it the gratification « of our wiſhes. Vi- 
e ſions of pleaſure ſport before our eyes, in 
a thouſand gay, fantaſtic forms; we anti- 
5 cipatethe bliſs which is to come, and. re- 

_ * _ joice to run our courſe.” But theſe 
r dreams of happineſs ſhould not 
dee indulged too far; reaſon. ſhould teach 
us; in our earlier years, that this world is 
a mixture of good and evil; a ſchool of 
needful diſcipline, in which we are trained 
Ap to the © high calling of Chriſt Jeſus,” 
„„ formed to virtue by combating the ills, 
aaäaäläAahnd enduring the afflictions of life. Were 
5 it poſſible, by arguments directed to the | 
N underſtanding, or ſentiments addreſſed. to 
: the heart, to communicate to others thoſe. 
* truths which are derived from experience 
and an enlarged ſtate of mind, ſuch refleo- 
tions would often allay, if not prevent the c 


miſeries N diſeppointment, and youth 
5 would 
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would ſbon learn to know the vayity” of 
: human wiſhes, ch e 


Bor ue loft of ſome d Gant red 1065 2 
be ever heightened by-the powers of imagina- 


tion, or over-rated by the blind partiality 


of our hearts, is by no means the only, or 
moſt important evil, that ſprings from this 


vain exaltation of the mind. From being 


- fo long converſant with imaginary happi- | 
„ poi we loſe our reliſh for that which ä 
Al. Many are the comforts of life that 


| will be diſregarded; inſtead of acknowledg- 


W 


— 


ing with thankfulneſs the bleſſings which 


we already enjoy, we ſhall be apt to indulge 


the murmurs of diſcontent that we do not 


poſſeſs more. Thus will the diſorders of 
the imagination often encroach upon our 


religious duties, and make us forgetful of 
that all- gracious Being, whoſe wiſdom and 


5 whoſe mercy ſ ſhould, at all times, OT: 


Wl our 3 with food and d glaineſs,” 2 


rn 255 415 Lure Ein appel: : 


| ment, and irritated by repeated vexations, 


becomes 5 


44 R N O N XVIII. 


| . incapable of ſharing i in- the eie 5 
intercourſes of life. The man whoſe 
35 whole attention is engroſſed by the ima- 

Sima cares and reſtleſs anxiety which 
'/  agitate his own boſom, and which ſpring 
only frem romantic wiſhes and ill-ground- 

ed expectations, is but ill- qualified to per- 
form the offices of friendſhip, or to ful- 

1 the mild duties of charity and benevo- 
lence. He feels too much for himſelf to 
de intereſted in the happineſs of others; 
And as he undervalues the common bleſſ. 
Ingo o . e 1 rant e ile wy 


„ . ; > 


Cs hh ihe, a, 
vagancies of the mind, united with 11 1 


| giddy folly and inexperience of youth, firſt 
tend to diſappointment and chagrin. If not 
timely corrected 
ered admonitions of wen they over- 
vhelm the ſoul with miſery 


by reflection and the ſa- 


and at length terminate in the chuflich 


9 85 diſpoſitions of miſanthropy. Should theſe 
0 _ OO. — ever hap- 


en 
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P n to be. cheriſhed. by. fortunate. events, | 
or lucky accidents, they may pt 


1 courſe of action, more pleaſing, x ian „ 
but by no means leſs dangerous. Kindled 2 


into ambition, the diſorder is no longer con- 


fined within our on boſoms. Whatever 
obſtructs the progreſs of a paſſion, neither 


governed by religious motives, nor regu - | 
© lated by a regard to true virtue, muſt ſuff¶e . | 
by its violence. The man who is agitated — | 
_ by reſtleſs vanity, or wild deſires, if in am | 
| humble ſtation, ge rally. ſcatters miſery: e 
through the ſmall circle of domeſtic fe. 


: What- laughter and. deſtruction am tion 
has produced in kings and emperors, the 
hiſtorian of an Alexander, and the vain, 
though elegant Commentaries of a Cæſar 
ſufficiently declare. To guard the heart, 
| therefore, againſt theſe, wild exceſſes of ju- 
venile ardor is a duty to which youth ſhould/ 
direct their early attention, if they wiſh 
that the ſeaſon of life, which we are natu- 
rally diſpoſed to ee with indulgent " 
ag ſhould. 05 he een TO 1 


„ 


„ 


tural mind of mar 
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by incurring the imputat ion < of folly and © 


EY 6 E R 


. vice and 1 n 
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Particular care to avoid the many falſe and : 
ificial notions of life, which we are but . 
too eager to embrace with blind 5 
(and which, for that reaſon, © indeed e 
fanciful writers of romance are but too 
apt to communicate) they ought to acquire 
thoſe enlarged ideas of men and things, 
which have tlieir foundation in truth; and, 
in ſome meaſure; ſupply the want of-ex pe- 
rience by n of thought and reflection. f 


7 | 2 £10 17 * 5 5 1571 Fs 63 142 4 LEE 2 55 # I 2 me l 2 85 7 2 
A0 an they 1 ould Hude recourſe ta 


the bleſſed goſpel of our Lord and Saviour, 
Chriſt, and deeply impreſs their hearts with 
thoſe divine truths which illumine the na- 
„ as the rays of the ſun” 5 
enlighten the globe. We ſhould there learn, 
at every age, to reſt our hopes on a more 
laſting foundation than the enjoyments of 
this world, and to'* place our affections on 


* "__ above.” We * there be taught, 
that 


8 E R M O N XVIII. ar. 


[thar they who greedily long for riebes and 
honors are often . pierced through with 
many ſorrows; but that they who hun- 
ger and thirſt after righteouſneſs ſhall 
be filled. From the ſame bleſſed ſource 
of divine knowledge and heavenly comfort, 
we ſhould derive that contentment, which, 
when united e ee is the greateſt 


bleſſing we can poſſibly. enjoy; a bleſſing 
which properly underſtood, and diligently 


dee alen berg comfort that meets 
us in the variegated paths of life felt at 
the heart; and to every inſtance of divine 
bounty, aſſociates the ſentiments of df 
and the een. of a e has ana 


Wane: I 1 next warn young per- 
ſons againſt; is an inordinate love of plea- 
ſure. This is a frailty which in them we 
treat with ſome indulgence, as it proceeds 
from the ſtrong propenſities of nature. 
We can reflect, that the ſcenes of life have 
not yet, by frequent repetition, palled upon 
their ſenſes; that the lively ſenſations of 
delight, | ariſing. from carly gratifications, 
SEL 3 B e $ e e 


ns 8 * R M O N XVIII. | 
are "ati yet much abated; that the ak 


IR has full outs allurements to attract their 


atten! und , at 
reason and 8 But tho igh 


| ove of pleakire, yu yet es rr by no means 
2 as e e it. Inſtead 


gener, eee ee 
vidence, and the voice of reaſon haue al- 
lotted to the early period of our exiſtence 
duties, of all others the moſt impor- 
tant, and eee ond difficult to 
en F 


3 9981 a S's T 4 . 4 1 
A 


1 CL * 


A. as: e eee - Og 
Ae begins to dawn upon our minds, 
we are directed to look forward to ſome- 
thing that is to come, and to prepare our- 
ſielves, either in a more enlarged, on con- 
ſined ſenſe, for a ſtate of futurity. And 

this we are taught not only from internal 
reflection, but from ſenſible! objects alſo. 


—_ 
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1 The huſbandman, if he expects that his 


fields ſhould yield him fruit in autumn, 


muſt not let the ſpring, however pleaſing, 
Paſs away without labor in idle enjoyments. 
If the ſhrub is to be formed to beauty, or 
the plant brought to perfection, the neceſ- 
ſary care and cultivation muſt be beſtowed 
on them when they are young. Youth, 
therefore, is the time for e 0 
_—_ nenen 


170 a to 3 in abi to 
iltuſtrate the matter before us, at what 
| ſeaſon of life ſhall we be likely to acquire 
knowledge, if we do not ſet about it when 
the painful ſenſe of ignorance is felt moſt 
ſenſibly, and when we have ſtrength, ſpirits 
and capacity for toiling up the ſteeps of 
learning? When ſhall we endeavour to 
form our principles, if not at a time when 
to go wrong once is, perhaps, to continue 
ſo for ever; and when the good diſpoſi- 
tions of the heart are neither thwarted by 
n prejudices, nor corrupted by vi- 


cious habits? And when, when ſhall We 
F cultivate 
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 rultivate the amiable duties and rational 
enjoyments of life, the pleaſing ſatisfactions 
of virtuous friendſhip, and the mutual 


endearments of relationſhip, if not at that 


period, when we are formed by nature for 
entering into theſe pleaſing obligations with | 
ardor and affection, and when the ſanctions 


of reaſon and religion are ſtrengthened by 


the feelings of the heart? All theſe great 
and beneficial ends are notwithſtanding 
interrupted, and often neglected, from the 
immoderate love of pleaſure. Nor is it 
the cauſe only of negative evil, in check- 
ing the progreſs of virtue, and preventing 
the improvement of the mind; it ſeldom 
fails of bringing with it that which i is poſt- 
tive alſo. Not to dwell particularly on the 
frequent loſs of fortune, health and repu- 
tation, let me obſerve, that in the cup of 
pleaſure, vice generally mingles her ſubtileſt 
poiſon. The draught becomes more palat- 
able, it is true, but no leſs deſtructive. 
In the giddy hours of joyous feſtivity and 
5 noiſy mirth, we are often familiarized with 


5 n Ny” * 952 A8 of wit 


and | 
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and humor; qualities which the holy apoſtle 
meant to expreſs, perhaps, by the moderate, 
though ſignificant terms, & ſilly talking and 
« jeſting. Theſe are the moments in which 
the feeble outworks of virtue and religion 
(if there be any) are broken down, and 
the dominion of vice ſecretly eſtabliſhed. 
Otten do our hearts, almoſt inſenſibly, re- 
ceive the taint of corruption from the ex- ; 
ample and evil communications of others; 
from men who can aſſociate the moſt'dan-' 
gerous vices, perhaps, with the moſt pleaſ- 
ing accompliſhments ; who though wick- 
ed, diſſolute and abandoned, have not loſt 
the power of pleaſing; but who can re- 
commend themſelves to our admiration by 
the brightneſs of their talents, and throw 


over every deformity the ſplendid veil of 


genius. Such are the deluſive appearances 
in which ſin doth ſo eaſily. beſet us,” 
when we ſhould be ſhocked at the hideouſ- 
ah of her naked form, and when, con- 
ſcious of our own integrity, we: ſhould 
bluſh to be-guilty of 1 OE that is 
Z mean, Solate of wicked. e 
| EF Wi 
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SERMON XVIII. 


* hack: bring: from 4 paſſion. 55 

pleaſure, were not ſome too groſs, and 
others too frivolous to be particularized i 0 
this . and: ſhew how often they tend 
de lerſtanding and ace 
but he observations which have 
been on general topics may be eaſily 

applied to particulars; ; and thoſe who are 


not diſpoſed, of enen to cultivate rec - 


— 


- 


titude of conduct, in morals and re- 


gion, from the reflection of their own 
minds, when once the fallacious appear- 
ances of vice are expoſed, and the paths of 
virtue laid open, are not likely to be pre- 
vailed on, either by the 1 5 


or ts ſeatentious: N of o others. 


I will be aged, however, that frequent | 
ae and relaxation are neceſſary to 
preſerve the vigor of the mind, and the 
health of the body They are ſo. But 
the efficacy, the een and even the 
Innocence of theſe, -as of every thing elſe, 

5 conſiſt 


525 E K * . N XVIII 7 423 | 


bit 


coniſiſt in their me e eee 
elite. The fatigues of the ſtudent and 


_ cafional enjoyment of innocent diverſions ; 


ſuch, however, as do not familiarize ſpec- 


5 of cruelty to animals, or leſſen the 


dignity of human nature, by repreſenting E 
it in an odious and degrading light: There 
are, indeed, amuſements of an elegant and 
Aberal caſt; ſuch as a cultivated mind may | 
IE: indulge itſelf in, with pleaſure 
nd advantage. What theſe are good ſenſe | 
an a ſteady regard to virtue, even in 
| hours: For recreation, will point out to 


one's taſte, with much more propriety 


able pleaſures of the age (to ſpeak gene- 
rally, and to uſe the mildeſt expreſſion) 
they can only be conſidered as a fort of 


ſplendid idleneſs; or, to apply the bold 


antitheſis of an ancient, as wandering from 


place to plate, and en after bares 5 ; 


—_ in a” "wy ſloth.” - 


. anbot. er can do. As to the faſhion- 


tary man require the needful refreſh- 
ents of exerciſe, and, pethaps, the oc- 


YEE 65 3 bern | 


tue and religion, certain peculiar and aps. 


8 E R M 0 N. XVIII. 


| Suren me to conclude by chen ng. | 
that every age.and..condition With 
it, beſides the ordinary obli 19 ions ay ir- 


pPropriate duties; duties to which young 


| 5 perſons muſt dihgently attend, if they wiſh: 


that *-no man ſhould deſpiſe their youth, 
and which the aged muſt duly cultivate and 5 
regularly practiſe, if they would have, © the 
* hoary head found in the way of righteouſ- 
« neſs,” and reverenced as a crown of 
3 glory.“ There are alſo a thouſand ſecon- 
dary graces of character, which muſt be 
ſtudied, and a thouſand indirect modes of | 
temptation; to be guarded. againſt, if we 
wiſh. to maintain reſpectability of charac- 
ter, and to make any Ae advances 
towards Perfection. nde val 8 TE 


'T HE abſlaining "Tos 1 adultery, 
abſolute theft, and wilful perjury, is only 
following the expreſs laws of nature, and 
| complying with the Poſitive, inſtitutions of | 
_ ſociety. It is only, in a religious ſenſe, 
 Heaſrio g up the . which was siven 
us, 


AN 
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us, and returnin g it, like the unprofitable 
ſervant, without addition or improvement. 
Much more will be required of us, as diſ- 
ciples of the bleſſed jeſus, in order to 
make us accepted of the Father. The du- 
ties of a chriſtian are not of a negative, 
but a poſitive nature. They require active 
benevolence, as well as an exemption from 
crimes. The preſumptuous Phariſee, you 
will remember, was not Juſtified before 
_ God, though he faſted twice in a week, 
paid tithes of all that he poſſeſſed, and was 
neither an extortioner, an unjuſt man, or 
an adulterer. Nor was the Jewiſh ruler 
perfect, who told our Lord that he had 
kept the whole law of God, as expreſſed in 
the poſitive commandments of the ſecond 
table, even from his youth up. He wanted 
one thing; charity, and active benevolence 
to man. In theſe the whole circle of the 
ſocial virtues are comprehended; in theſe 
the perfection of a chriſtian conſiſts; and 
theſe were wanting, it ſeems, to render 
him a diſciple of Chriſt, and to ſecure his 
eternal ſalvation. | 
- 8 E R- 
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PAN iii, 14. | 


For he inoweth our ir frame; ; be remembereth 
18 that u we are 215 


7 HATEVER 8 8 | 
| our attention from ſenſual enjoy- 
: | monde. and worldly. purſuits, by fixing it 
on objects of higher importance, rt 
the dignity of human nature, and is 

ſource of the pureſt felicity. The Fog 
of the powerful and wealthy to ſuperior 
happineſs are often ill-founded ; and their 
gratifications ſometimes ſpring wholly from 


ou: and pride. Even the more tempe- 
5 ate 


_ 8 E R M O N XIX. 
rate pleaſures, which reſult from the cul- 5 
_ tivation of ſcience, and the ſportive crea- 
tions of fancy, are not altogethe rw! :W 
the mixture of human infirmity. They 
are, at beſt, but im perfect bleſſings, liable 
to be interrupted, af not el by a 
variety of. accidents, 


are always neceſſary t to ee the enjoy- 


ment of them permanent. But if there is 
in this world any felicity, which a rational 
and virtuous mind might deem perfect, nd 
free from every alloy, it is that which 2 

_ chriſtian derives from the glorious and ex- 
alted truths of religion ; truths which de- 
clare to us, that we are the probationary 
ſubjects of Divine Providence, and thi 
children of that all-gracious God, „ in 
e whom we live, Ov,” and have our 
4 beings” eee : 


2 | 
$; 


1 a "bl as a human creature 

might appear, when we conſider the -won- 
ders of the creation, the regions of infinite 
ſpace, in which the heavenly bodies are 
continually performing their revolutions, 
and 


— 


ing. When, th | 
<< heavens, the moon and ſtars, 0 Lord, 
** which. thou haſt ordained, we might 


and other Wenn effects of the ee - 


agency, we may be ſufficiently aſſured, 
that not a ſingle individual is either ne- 


glected, or overlooked in the immenſity of 
God's works. That omniſcience which 
, formed the heavens, and laid the foun- | 


% dations of the earth, can, at one 


| glance, pervade all nature, and the Deity 


is, at all times, and in all ſituations, eſ- 
ſentially preſent” to every intellectual be- 
erefore, we confider the 


aſk, with David; © what is man that 


* thou art ſo mindful of him, and the 
0 ſon of man that thou viſiteſt him?“ 


But when we conſider the divine attributes 
of thy Majeſty, and that ; Thou tejoiceſt 
in the works of thy hands,” we might 


be aſſured, that * Thou knoweſt our down- 


« ſitting and our upriſing, and img | 


ſtandeſt our thoughts afar off. Not 
only: the guilty wretch, wWho FO bles at 
the rebuke of conſcience, but the righteous 
alſo; who have ſuffered their ſhare of ſor- 
row and calamity, during their ſojourning 


her e, 
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here, may * lift up Gee hearts" to "the 
. Almighty. Father, and aſk, with the 
inſpired Pſalmiſt, Whither ſhall 1 go 
from thy ſpirit? or whither ſhall I flee 
2 thy preſence ?” The former might 
5 3 with terror IO the s mbra 
of his crimes, when he reflects that he 
lives and acts under che eye of an all- juſt 


and all-ſceing God; the latter might dwell 


on the ſame thought with inexpreſſible 
prlwKueaſure and ſatisfaction, as a ſource of 
comfort which can never be exhauſted, but 
Which becomes more abundant, as well 
as more delightful, in proportion as other 
bleſſings fade and die away. The pious 
man, far from regarding his Maker with 
terror and diſmay, has cauſe to look up 
to Him with the greateſt confidence. When 
he addreſſes his prayers to heaven, the 
effuſions of his heart will ſpeak the lan- 
guage of peace, ſecurity and adoration. 
Though the ſnares of the wicked compaſs 
him round about, and the ſtorm of afflic- 
| tion falls heavily upon him; yet will he 
<__ a When he pours out his 


SE R NM ON XIX. 437 
* as divine wiſdom: hath inſpired. 
= My goodneſs, and my fortreſs ; my high 
*s tower, ard my deliverer; my ſhield, 
4e and he in whom I truſt!“ Theſe are 
and devout meditation, E well as in the 
time of trouble, he will with grateful 
can poſſibly: ſerve to mitigate the anguiſh 
of ſorrow ſo effectually, and nothing can 
ſo much contribute to the excellence of 
human nature in this world, as the belief 
that we are always under the ſuperintend- 
7 ing care of the pot ene the 


vilege of looking up to: him, for fuccour 
: and: prote chon, in my A * 
e W e e 


ily DUE cena of FOR latin 
to the Almighty, and our dependence on 
his mercies, will: reconeile us alſo to tbe 
various afflictions, which he might think 
e to be pre | 
| | - endeavour = 


| 9 to n our 1 + 
poſſible from the pollutions of fin, by em- 


tation of our bleſſed L 


a8 bes a. 


bracing, - with thankfulneſs, the means | 


which have been graciouſly afforded us of 1 
growing wiſe unto ſalvation, what have 
we to fear, while we journey through this 
we erf miſery and ſhadow of death ? Ar- 
duous and painful as the warfare of life 
: might be, we are confident that neither 


ers nor principalities, tribulation nor 


afflictions, can long ſeparate the righteous 
Wong: e Wo in n 20a there is 
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ln: PRI we 64 fle& that we have j 


5 eee for our guide, and omnipo- 


> for our defence, we might, in imi- 
ord's apoſtles; even 
« glory in our ſuffering gs. We might 


counſider them only as uſeful trials of virtue, 
and falutary exerciſes of the ſoul, in its 
progreſs towards perfection. Many are the 


divine comforts which reſult from confi- 
dering ourſelves as the children of the Moſt 


may 


High, in every ſituation of life, but chiefly 


in a ſtate of ſorrow and calamity. We 
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na admit the neceſſity of difficulties and 

8 anden of temptation and trial in order 

to econſtitute a life of diſcipline. We 
might reflect, that our very griefs are ſome- 
times blended with ſuch ſatisfactions as 
the more fortunate might envy; and be- 
lieve, with adoration; that . who o 7 

WP ee ſhall ap fr joy.” 85 


Whine « once the affe@ions: are pin; 
by: theſe pious and devout meditations; ' 

_ freſh ſources of comfort will alſo ſpring. 
up in the mind. We ſhall conſider, in 
the firſt place, that the experience of ſor- 
row and calamity enlarges the bounds of 

that ineſtimable knowledge, which [teaches 
us how to live and how to die; that it 
gives us not only better, but juſter opi- 
nions of our fellow - creatures, and brings 

us acquainted with the nature of our own. 
hearts, We ſhall be perſuaded, alſo, that 
it diſpels the airy viſions of fancy, and 
removes the veil of ignorance and ſelf- 
love; that it kindles the generous ſpark 
"of ſympathy i in our hearts; awakens, and 
Sor op. 1 perhaps 
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perhaps creates, the mild and amiable vir 
tues of .candor; charity and benevolence; 

„ that over the whole ſoul and diſpoſition 
it clitfaſes a gentleneſs and c ency, 
Which are ſcarcely to he derived from any 
AE ſure. d to all this, that it pro- 
. duces i 38 us. habits of reflection, ſets 8 
5 ſeriouſly about the im * nt tak of f W 
ing our principles, regulating our paſſions, - 
and Meaning our affections from the things 

of this world. Ty the exerciſes of devotion 
it gives, additional fervor, and, by con- 
the Vanities and vexations of all, 

e enjoy ments with the ſolid ſatis- 

_ fadtigns of chriſtian. piety, teaches us to 

bock beyond. this world, and build our 

_ Happineſs chien en flie merch and che 
goneſs of God. From a knoy ledge that 

_ thelg are the Galytar rr” 7 1D 
* human mind, Solomon aſſerted, that 
it is better to go ta the houſe of mourn- 

« + ns, than to the houſe of feaſting ;” 

and that, by the ſadneſs of. the coun- 
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Bor beſides that this warfare is neceſſary - 
"doh us up to the high calling of 
* Chriſt. Jeſus,” we may obſerve, that it 
is no leſs needful to teach us the value of 
thoſe bleſſings which 22 Da. con- 
ferred upon us in this life. The 
never knew adverſity, cannot well fix a - 
Proper eſtimate on the proſperity which he 
might experience. Some ſhare of the for- 
mer is as neceſfary to the true enjoyment 
of the latter, as the gloomy rigor of the 

winter is to render the return of ſpring 
more pleaſing. A thouſand comforts meet 
the proſperous in the circle of domeſtic 
life, which are wholly diſregarded, or 
never remembered with gratitude; but 
which would notwithſtanding, fill the 
heart of one who has eaten the bread 
0 of ſorrows, with joy and een 
* ee food and gladneſs.” 1 PN 


— 


1 SIDES, we e may conſider the aflictions = 


of the virtuous as pledges of future hap- 

pineſs. : Perhaps, they might be even re- 

quiſite to the perfection of immortal bliſs. 
Kt 2 ) 


| 136 8 E R M 0 N Ar- 
If we ai that the Lonſioulived of Gut ; 

preſent ate is to exiſt hereafter, and there 
ſeems to be but little reaſon to ſux 
otherwiſe,” we cannot but believe, that the 
Poor, afflicted Lazarus, for inſtance, had 

a fuller enjoyment of the bleſſedneſs of 
| heaven, than if he had been clethed in 
7 « purple,” while on earth, and fared 
1 ns ſumptuouſly every day.” However this 
may be, we are aſſured, Rem the Whole 
pues of the goſpel, that © virtue is made 
: perfect by ſuffering and that 12 75 they 
h weep now,” 0d be cot forted - 
£ & hereafter.” St mo y an Z 
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f Panties; She's we e Koni Gut 6. ths 
« great and lofty one who inhabiteth 
K eternity, is preſent alſo to the meaneſt 
wiretch in creation, and . heareth all thoſe 
* who call upon him faithfully,” we can- 
not be ſaid, in our aflictions, to be © like 
<« thoſe who ſorrow without hope.” He 
who in his tears, his lamentations and 
5 complaints, collier chat the wiſeſt, the 
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beſt and moſt powerful of 8 is privy 
to his ene watches over the anguiſh 
of his heart, and knows. that. he will ſo 
ordain the circumſtances, of his life, that | 
they ſhall all ultimately work. together 1 for 
good, will ſcarcely, envy; the powerful, or 
the wealthy, the proſperous or the proud. 
San Who Walk as it were in a vain ſhadow, 


5 « and diſquiet themſelves in vain; nor 


Fo know the things, which „Nin unto 
8 their deer. . 
3 NG. _ far ſpoken of the ſuper- 
ods wn of the Supreme. Being. over. his 
intelligent creatures, let us now conſider 


him in that point of view in which the 
words of the text deſcribe him. As our 
wiſe and powerful, but kind and merciful 
judge. As one that will hereafter moſt 
aſſuredly bring us to judgment, and make 
manifeſt the hidden counſels of the heart; 
but yet as one © who knoweth our frame, 
0 who remembereth that we are duſt. re 


Om 


: 5 2 BR % ae. 
5 * e webt to Abvine Prong for 
thoſe rational and comfortable truths in 

religion which we now: enjoy. The vier | 
and depravity, perhaps, as well as the 
. fears and ſuperſtitions of unenlghtened 2 
man, taught Him to believe, that the 
| Creator of the world delighted in ven- 
geance, and that the moſt rigid juſtice ang 
mexorable power ſurrounded* his throne. 5 

No Sacrifice and oblation, with ſuch ieffec- 
ttaal prayers as the dangers, the ſucceſſes 

3 and calamities of this life prompted, were 

the only means that the wildom of the world 
could deviſe for appeafing 1g his wrath. and b 

aver ting the dreac dful judgments of ki in- 

cenſed Majeſty.” Human reaſon ſeems to 
have been unable to gain even the elements 

of revelation in this particular. Seldom, 

or never, is the Almighty repreſented ; 
4.” 0p long-ſuffe ring and of great goodneſs ; 5 
. forgiving iniquities, ot crown! © 
6c the een ſioner with ! loving 


4 © anger, and pitying cho that fear Bas | 
Rs gn] 9 5 | ; : be as 
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4 48 4 father pitieth his children? The 
imagination of the heathen poet and G pl. 
loſopher delighted to paint him, as the 
God that was armed with the thunderbolt 
of vengeance; as the awful, unrelenting 
power that conſigned all to the gloomy re- 
- gions of Tartarus, who dared to tranſgreſs 
his commands, and that rejoiĩced more 
in he greatneſs of his might,“ than in 
the power of ene en, or re- 
| nee N | : 


tabs 2 Anpefttet akin are in 
themſelves, were blended with" ale ; 
_ ſo groſs, and impurities” ſo ſhocking; that 
we cannot be too thankful for the hve 
light which has been vouchſafed us, in 
theſe latter times; in Which God, who” 
in divers manners ſpake,” though not 
fully, © by the prophets, hath ſpoken to 
us by his Son.“ The Almighty Father, 
indeed, whoſe attributes of wiſdom and of 
power ſo far tranſcend the faculties and 
conception of the human mind, could 
| _ be a or worthily * by 
„ the 


ge 3 of 
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= 33 == aſſiſtance of unenlightened reaſon." 
- Loft in uncertainty, and oppreſſed . with . 
the idea of a Being ſo awfully great, mag- 
+ nificent and pou erful, we muſt ever ws” . 
remained ignorant, or at leaſt doubtful, 
1 of the nature of his perfections, and the 
8 diſpenſations of his providence, if we had 
not acceſs to him through the media- 
a tion of his only-begotten Son. From 
. gracious revelation of his will, mani- 
feſted to us in the holy goſpel, we are 
 aflured, that if any man fin, we have 
in advocate with the F ather, Jeſus 
| - <, Chriſt the righteous, and he is the 
. 0 propitiation for our fins.” Though alſo 
latter every earneſt endeavour we may come 
far ſhort of that life of holineſs, that godly 
ſimplicity and ſincerity, which are exhibited | 
for our imitation in the-life and converſa- _ 
tion of Him, Who Wðas enabled to « falfil 
? 1 «. the will of ls Father in all things; 5 
though the beſt of us have abundant occa- 
fion to ſay, when we ſum up the merit of 
our actions, and Hy them in oppoſition 
to our miſdeeds, that. 5 we are unprofit- 
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C able ſervants 4 yet th words of the 
text inform us, that our heavenly Father 
a knoweth- our frame, and remembereth 

that we are duſt. Bleſſed truth ſource 
"nk inexhauſtil 


8 ane Him, who is, indeed, the God 
<,.of all comfort! When torn by the con- 
flict of contending paſſions, when ſurprized 
by ſudden and unexpected temptations, 

when betrayed from weakneſs,” or miſled 
by ignorance, we tranſgreſs his high com- 
mands, and violate the eternal laws of vir- 
tue and of trutl 
a ſudden trug on us. 


, deſireth not the death of à ſinner, = 
rather: that he may turn from his wick 
& edneſs and live”—ſtill he invites us into 


the arms of Divine mercy, conſidereth 


our frame, and rerbemnhereth has. w 


4 are e 


3 ae OM: ets diftinguiſhod aan of the 
Divine love, we derive”. further comfort 
| gud fataacion in our intercoure with 


ble comfort to poor, offend 
ing, as well as afflicted mortals, and truly 


he mercifully forbears to 


ti 
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the world Vo] :omniſciont! Er that > 
faſhioned 8 1 an into the inmoſt I 
receſſes of the heart He wilt always bear” 

_ witneſs to thoſe oel intentions which 
Were _ 8 perhaps, by untoward acC- 
, or by the counteraction of ſome 
b pe principle of conduct. He can 


mad and underſtand the v fincere” 
1 er of indulging 
in is wanting; and in thoſe comp | 


Bone of principle and paſſion, when — 
heart if divided wrt 51. —— into 


— 


| Hoare; — 
3 _ een may be con- 
P ortho mill reward then” Oo 
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1 even pe mble-that-we-might aner 
| in the opinion of the world, nay be per- 

| ſeeuted for righteouſneſs ſake,” when our 
i viewed with ſatisfaction and 
ion ee 1 mn of 


9 
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npro „and therefore unſuo- 
5 dects; will often be ſcan- 
| laliged 3 men under the name of 
folly; and a few deviations: in conduct 
from the eſtabliſhed practice of others, 
though ſuggeſted by the deſire of doing 
good, and maintained by the conſciouſne 
of v irtue, might be magniſied to ( 
auc perhaps, to crimes. Let not this 
ver prevent our continuanee in wells 
co vince that! e One who 


| pleats to tho hes | a | 
We En of ers} and careful oy oh 
maintaining ca conſcienee yoid of offene 
cc towards God And towards man Vet let 
not the accommodating man of the world 
deceive : himſelf” ſo far, as to think that he 
is fulfilling. the meaſure! of His moral and 
religious duty, when he ſtrives, only from 
* — ſelf. love; Perhapo, * 


\ Cx 


#7 . 3 
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. with of his fellow creatures; ut 
t him remember, that the friendſhip, 
of the world i is often enmity with God. 
vy che dexterous arts of flattery and dick 
eee al 9a Maſs for a eee an 
1 1 the more en eee may be i 
1 upon the world for the virtues 
themſelves; but the triumph of hypo riſy. 
and deception is but of ſhort duration; and 
eve ny one who. has Gao! 2 ſenſe of reli- 


Vvirtu 8 of —. Pre 
| 0 heare,” ſo" alſo; the large, omnipotent 
"ad omniſcient Being will puniſh che ſecret 

er c dente che . Wan ph the de- 


| BY 14 3 oi Vo 1 of, 2 9 8 7 Frey FI e a 
WII E we have 7 hn 5 toe ex- 5 
plain the mercy and the goodneſs of God. 
as expreſ ad in the peautiful words of the : 
| "texts hat are che n * 
th: HIKE that 


— 
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that we ſhould draw from them? Shall we 
be more negligent of our duty, and ſhall 
our hearts be leſs affected with gratitude, 
love and adoration, becauſe our God is a 

God of mercy ? Shall our devotion be leſs 

| 2 nt, and our piety leſs ſincere than it 
| would have been, if the L Deity had been 
preſented, under the Chriſtian diſpenſa- 
tion, as inexorable and vindictive, as he 

was in the corrupt ſyſtems of heathen 
mythology? In a word, to uſe the bold 
and expreſſive language of the apoſtle, 
E ſhall we fin, that grace may abound ?— 

God forbid.” But rather let our knowY]·- 
ledge of the mercy and the goodneſs of 
God, exalt our religious practice to the 

higheſt degree of perfection. To, all the 
motives that ariſe from the fear of incenſing 


onmnipotence, let it ſuperadd the ſhame and 


remorſe, the ingratitude and guilt of of- 
| fending infinite goodneſs and infinite per- 
_  feftion. To the more ordinary induce- 
ments for worſhipping the Father of all 
mercies, in ſpirit and in truth,” let it teach 
us to unite the moſt exalted: 455 moſt pleaſ- 


LY % 1 440 % pens, © 


Ing affections 1 which the ſoul is capable 
ala kindueſs, FEY ab 98 
the wiſhes of benevolence, and fruſtrating 
the endeavours of — iow ſvige is 
 ,  , Juftly conſidered; among mortals, as a mark 
1 98 | of the moſt depre ved en. and a as a 
| __  erime that merits general deteſtation. And 
ought we not to look upon ourſelves with | 
much greater abhorrence, if we ſhould ever 
be guilty of the ſame againſt the Lord and 
_ giver of life | againſt Him who is the ſource 
olf all comfort, joy and ſatisfaction, both ir in 
8 re ee OE le e e e 


© 


Ler v us 8 1 to Jnkiare the di | 

5 vine: benevolence, which has been the ſub- 
Ject of our preſent meditation, in our 

| commerce with the world. As the omni- 
potent Father, in his dealing with us, 

condeſcends to bg remember that we are. 
. us alſo be ever ready to make 

98 all due. allowance for the frailties of our 
1 fellow creatures. Many are there 1 in the 


won Who, if . dare fallen i into errors | 
| which 


2 7 
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we have avoided, poſſeſ other good 


1 qualities to which we perhaps are ſtrangers, 
lo forming. our opinion of men and things, 


we. have great need to exerciſe that © cha- 
ity which is not eaſily provoked.” We 


ſhould conſider the violence of temptation, 


Ds 


and the frailty of our own hearts. Expe- 
- rience, perhaps, might teach us how inef- 
fectual the efforts of virtue are, at all 
times, to ſubdue the violence of paſſion, 
and to repel the attacks of vice. When 


wretchedneſs that ſurround us, and hear 


the melancholy hiſtory of thoſe Who have 
been inſtrumental in bringing misfortune 
on their own heads, ſhould we condemn 


them all, without diſtinction, as guilty, 


or as deſerving our cenſure? Certainly 


not. If we conducted our enquiries, 
with charitable forbearance, into the na- 
5 2 and cauſes of their calamity, we 

ſhould find, that ſome had been miſled 
- 8 ignorance, or the folly of trofting 


: Ys too much in their own hearts,” and. 


7 many ſeduced from the paths of recti- 


35 tude 


we contemplate the ſtrange variety of 


ade by temptations, n der TY . 
5 ſhould not have refiſted, had chance of 
- providence expoſed us to them. Others, 
| again, have become the dupes of paſſions 
that originated from vanity and pride; 
vanity, that ſprung, perliaps, from the 
conſeiouſneſs of excellence, and p pride, eas 
fly excited, in weak minds, by the flattery- 


and fawning ſubmiſſion of inferiors. We | 


ſhould perceive, alſo, that Providence, for 


purpoſes not ſufficiently apparent to hu- 


man wiſdom, has expoſed ſome to the 
open world, and endowec 
cellencies that invite the attacks of malice, 255 


vice and envy, and ſhielded others from = 


every ſhaft, either by making them to 
mean a mark, or by diſpoſing them in the 


peaceful habitations of ſolitude. On all 
occaſi ons, therefore, when we conſider that” 
there is an unavoidable mixture of infir- 


mity with every human virtue, we ſhall 
have abundant cauſe to reverence and obey * 
the precept of the holy apoſtle, who en. 


horts us to be kind one to another, ten- 


pet * der-hearted, forgiving « one another even 


them with exe 


3 o 96 e115 rvibet 2 evil ad X 
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[1 WBRE enn der ene eee N 
e we might be permitted to l. 
ſume the authority, of Judges ; 57 but ſinners . 
a8 we all are, who ean open his mouth to 

cendure hig neighbeur, or flander his bro— 
be Without being awed to ſilence, hen 


to mind ihe dixime precept, Judge 
ngt, that je be not jugged. Our gleſſed 
- enforced, this admirablg rule of 


conduct on various occaſions ; but at no 
time more. forcibly, than when the Jews 


Vere going to ſtone the woman convicted 
of adultery to death. He did not urge any 


thing m nuation of the crime ; but in 
order to correct their eager hal for exe- 
- ruting juſtice here; ſaid, he that is with- 
e out offence among you, let him firſt 
* caſt a fone at her. No one but the 


Great: ge; to whom all hearts are 
e open and all deſires known, can judge 

© + righteous Agent” and in every caſe, 
R 


* 


8 Ho N SES 
VV 58 13 
5 1 * | $74" 
8 : i & 
5 1 F 
FF. o ö . 2 * "A * 2 ＋ 3 C-- * 0 : : * * 7 * : . |; 4 A : 20 8 Th 7 £ 


/ . * 


1 

- paſſions] In oC 

= wiſdom and gosdnefs int an thfinite 
4 3 but in char 5 — 4 


1 8 


2 


33 
£ 2 
— 


8 _ 1870. dee 
cee LIST Sf] * 
Hf gHH,,·ĩ& 5 
8 OL8 F205 62 Vi 6 wy 
£ IO! BUTTER i Jig! 
* eee YE tors macht ON 


* 


; 14 iI 


0 Fat 2 A Ito] 1 15 Kaos 
5 194 x ts als 
5 _Y 204-1 br 

5 3% ef: Vac! ail 805 l 3 


"gs 932 


Inf e ni WI : Len Sarto amo. 


5 Alz 43899; 2 IK bo 64 of oh | 7 — mich 2 ne 7 


. tt Th nent 2 i 00 dev off; es 
1 32 51 f eee 80 lob 11 bas: Ts 
48189 e di Las.» ade 111,24 ande 


9 5 GH, « 


* 


2 


W 


__ 
A 
4% 
ry 
* 
* 
4 


5 * 


lady 


e 


12 2 2 


LO Par * 


7 * 


3 < 
N 


. 
* tr 57 5 2 * * 


A 


245 


ul 


= 
* 


. 
* 
fy 
e * 


r 5 W364 58 24. $64 wa, tr 1 5 B i : I 
if Z N * ede * 8 . : . « 
2 7 TO F Ea 1 * 54 * 2 
% IS) + oF S 4 Saf v 
3 > N , . 
», 3 7 4 X& & * t - 
4 NE * 5 1 $ X . 
of f b ; W 8 
2 8 5:48 * 2 28 , * 8 « * 1 7 4 5 ; > nh» n 
of by OY 0s + * * : ; kh" 
2X + ” 
Wein an, Ns N „ * „ Og r N * ys *$ 5 
« *. 2 a wm; 4+ i ww 8 ö IF . 265 
* = W a «i 5 1 4 
7 3 5 Nr 2 8 44 = 1 £6 7CLop FR” 3 
e rn 3 : Libs 6 a 2 * e 
2 8 ; Fe ; 
” 4. * 5 Net e te har} . 
A f 3 7 
NN * * n * 7 5 A . 
N i n 
— * . 7 6 * i 4 ” =, 8 Feng) = . i; "0 1 3 \ 5 T 
by ; 
* Y +> 4.2 
4 


$6 +5 


6 8 — 


; 0 
; 29S 44 


* 


* Sa. 3 | 
Raton N 


* 
ma 


183 
15 2. 


N 1 


£ 72 
N 
4 1 N 
* 
* 
4.43 3 
1 Mk 


* 


* PE > 
* 7 . 


* 


85 


n 


255 EN IE 


* 


* 


5 


5 85 


* 


x, 53 


p 
$f 7 2 * 5 2 


: 


«LIE arte 
f 


15 8 * - 7 1 . 


Fs, 


123, ef 


* 
* 
* £ yy 
a +4 
* 
5 x64 
r * 
s 
. Nef 
Þ 
* 
* 
* 
vale 


"x i rr 12 


o 1 
7 
Fd 
* . > 
* 
899 * 
n 
* 
- 
* 5 
of N 
7 4 
ö #4 


0 


* 


4 


N 


» 


* 


_w 
C » 
4 *$© 
be 
* 
"A * 
ry 
. 
* . 
mY 


- 
-” 
AS oe” 
a: 
25 +; 
"of 


PE 4 
* 
a * 
* 
* 
( 
* 
oh 
N 1 


* 
"4 > x 
” 
5 
4 
AM 
TD * 
8 


pon ks Ms 
3 * 
: 
* 
& = 
ts — 
— +. 
3 
. 
33 
« 17 £ 
0 ws, a „ 
« 
o 
* if 
: 
* 
65a 
Ny” 
* * 
* 2 
1 2 
8 
: _ 
: 
5 - 
e 
* 0 
# * 
R 
4 * 
2 * 
* 7 
: 
* 
4 
4 
$344 
* 
4 2 


2 Het FS 6 


„ I 


4.53% 


bot pinio 1003 eee. - that 
* ; ug 1s: ; by much too narrow w. and 
_ confined ;. and. that the latter is not 2 — 5 


Fry 7 15 5 N 125 * 8 3 7 | 
: — N 3 J 3 . . 4 
k #5 3 Way, 7 * 3 1 3 2 98 5 * 8 F 1 8 2 2 TT . . 1 12 75 7 5 3 be 4 4 


Is we * to ee true and ee 
eee of the doctrines of divine reve- 
deer. we muſt read them, and meditate 

on them. with ſome ſhare of that candor 

d godly ſincerity. with, whicl they were 
e delivered.” We muſt not "ſuffer our opi- 
nions to be fettered by a few particular 
tentszothat might- -be partially ſelected, and 
c eaſili peruerted but endeavaur, by taking 
an enlarged. view. wot Myine.teathsto unt 


1 volume. We ale chew | 
ver; that + faith, cas, amg invariablyx 
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a temper formed. ersten Arnd abet 
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ready:ita- -efribrace!! every 
: —— the-profuſin of e 
by performing the duties of it. Aaluch 
1 ſands oppoſed to the evil properties af 
a / ſuſpiciong,” [natrew=migded? mam N ene 
wha is ever ready to IGOR + 
truth, urhen it in the leaſt interferes Mh 
the indu genes af his paſſions; his wei 
W Pleaſures: nate aim 51 
7 5 8h moſs rs fb teh 21 rolls, 
*. we examine; farther; we ene 
that faith whenever it is 
effectualo to ſalVation, not only implies a 
full reliance on the juſtice and the mere 
of God, but a wi ing and chearfuk obedi- 
: ene fo his eee tp toidw en, 
2 bet pitt kit Be 6 3 zi niſin 
THz: © fi Greta ra 1814 
notion of the underſtanc eee 
A prac ical principle. of che hearts” other 
wiſe it could not be ſaid, in the langnage 
of ſeripture, to work by love,” and to. 
N 2UTITY e ein from fin. Gr ob, E 
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- Faith the Holy Apoſtle . called it, with _— 


5 Teedliar force and beauty, the fub- 5 
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87 825 RM a N. * 
1% get of 1 n de E 
benden of things not ſeen,” . Hence alſo 
5 he obſerves, that © we art ſaved by hope 10 
= and. proceeds to make this diſtinction EE 
A but hope that is Gen; is not hape+; for 
het a man ſerth, Why doth he „ 
| 3 hope for it ? But if we hope for that we | 
ſee not, then do we with patience wait 
4. for it.. In other places he reppeſents 
lime, in the hour of calamity; asrejoicing 
in hape, and as being abways confident in 
| the promiles of bis Lord. The kind and 
_ affeQionate bleſſing: which/ho beſtowed pn 
the chriſtian brethren at Rome will ſerve 


to confirm theſe obſervations. « The Gd 


df dope fill vu ſays he, * with all 
Ki; Joy and peace in elieving:“ but in or 
der to diſtinguiſh this divine pricciple of 

belief from chat fickle diſpoſition of mind,. 


Wich St. James aptly compares to 
; *> aware t 1750 ſea driven with the wind 


[12 And to ec ;” which may prompt a man - 


«to uſk-in fan“ to- day, and which jaws 8 
. doubt tom Y 
calls it © alively andefiectual-b 
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5 „ ſtedfaſt. . 15 LIAM e ee 
9 . 5 2: 33 


3 : . ſee roger * FUr ve walk lb y 
1 Th 1 faithg not by fighr. 5 The contra dif- 
Uunction which ie bers erhilt betwiven | 
two different principles of cmd, | 
admit of no other ingerpectarion-thap- ant 
a ſſteady and rational aſlurang 
 - Poſed.noabſalite certainty}-or = des 
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vine Wilkought to be received, with — . 
1 and i gcc from the ſource 8 
„ ente. We den nein hail 
5 5 | bee and expoſe tothe weak, but prying 1 
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editation will diſcove er 
us tſie folly and ingratitüude of Mell con- 
duct. One might ſuppoſe, that they Who 
1 of being actüuatet by motives ſo | 
ain nreifling, had been atcnſtömed, - 
all occaſions} to think0and? ack withont 
diffic 1pediinett oi e 
e that they ok raiſed far above tlie 
miſts of ignorance and tlie clouds df rity, 
which hang over humaft Hife; and tliat they 
| looked” down from their exalted” ſtation, 
with the" complacent” digmty of N e 
beings, on the reſt of the Hüman race 
wn were alone oppreſſed With cares; en: . 
barraſſed with doubts, and daily feeling the 
ffeE car their wealchefs, their ignorance - 
Holy: Büt let them reflect a little: _ 
Where 1 is it that 2 find occaſion to tri- 
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Wane ova mr bias tight Geluse 4 
beateyr gad deſtroy che hopes of 'Tpdings 
eee Tee} hof prevent, ehe fiiltty 

uten ler, che pernicidus rains that 
1 che fruits of atifumn, her 
Beard apainſt {| the capficions riger ef the 
Winter, How: many fair proſpects ate out 
_ off ahde h/ much anriety and Giſtreſs 
_ priles from the weather; and the anere d- 
rection of the winds! Of theſe e are 
almoſt entirely ignoxant. * It bloweth 
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Akan imperfection 1 
: 1* ene congged dreirad 


d ens The sdecpeſt Ghentanof bel 
cys which the united wiſdem . 


has been enabled to: orm, for the comm 85 
good, have proved, after ſhort experience, . 
tobe be replete. With evil and ' with, error, 
Nor are the productions of legiſlatiye wiſe | 
dom leſs Kallible. Ho often do e find 
it ,neceliary. to annul thoſe laws, which 
our predeceſſors, with anxious ſolieitude, 
labored to form, from a conviction of their 
| oppeſion, their AGequac) | 
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ohm to objeftsthit . 
77 xdiately regard, abe happineſs. of 
Se LS hall nd tin greater 
— of uncertainty, in, flieg. ang herr 
geive, that on no derade ere een 
hope $42 walk, but by faith. 5 he fa: 
ö ther » whoſe firſt object, perhaps, ig life, is 
ic lecure the, welfare, pf a belohed ſon, en. 
deavours to promote. it. by laying, the 


* 


foundatign. of A good an virtuous ed a- | 
: tion. Hy then deſtines him to ſome pro- 


| feſhog,,; 15 which: his talents may be ned 
| forth B. and viewed, with, admiration h the 


5 8 world. 1 longs 10 ſee him diſtinguiſh 
himſelf in in the ſenate, 6 prove his cou- 
rage. and_his candy. in the Geld,, ax, to 

riſe, by, his own induſtry and merit, to 0pu- 
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enge a wg We e 1262 ie. ch22maael,s ad / 


youu 00452643 351/4 17 220 %%% 0 , 
Ye BEAR ot pie St thus marked out by 


| pateryal, aff fedion, and proſecuted with un: 
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of potable Wa af 


ee we Feiat out to another, for his 5 


vents „ kad to miſery and ruin; 
other purſuits, leſs flattering? per. 
at firſt, might in the end have 


proved proſperous and ſecure; Let any 


one lock back upon the path Which he 
Nas atready trodden, and he will eafily 
perceive that he has * walked by faith, and 


det by fight.” His Aeinsdlen f in nt his 


fortune, and; perhaps, his character, al took 
_ their rife from trivial circumſtances, and 
| Yepended on events which he could not 
even gueſs at, much leſs direct. It is to 
be lamented, alſo, that the pleaſing proſ- 
pects of comfort and ſatis faction ariſing Fo 
from Friendſhip p, are not without a con- 
fiderable ſhare of that uncertainty which 
obſcures the knowled ge, and abridges the 
 enjoytnenits of man. The heart is often 
OT. wal ſbinetimes deceitfully 
828 1 ESR: 5 e of circuraſtances 


may 
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2 math 2 We Lorne en 
leſs Eind, perhaps, becaufe they Will not 

favor Gut vices, which length of tine Has 
_ UifcoVtted;* and they tmight fuppoſt the. 
ſelves better than they really ate, from 
the ſtrong deluſion of ſelf- love, which 
; teaches them to look with an eagle s eye, 
5 into the feaitties' of mn e beute and 


* mürivge and complaints, diſappoititment- 
nd enmity. But independent o every. 


+ other ie ur doubt and dread; "death 18 
ever hovering around us, and the aw 


tal moment of our departure from this 
Vorld, extends itſelf to all our hopes at 
s : comforts, all our proſpects and purſoits. 
But though death might cut us off in the 
- midſt of 'our: career, when we are per 


in the pürſuit of ſome diſtafit good 


«4 A 


though all our pleaſures might provein 

the end deceitful and vain ; yet do we on 

2 this account remain inactive, loſt i de- 

: h or leg indolence ? 5 No; how - 
* perplexed 


Fol 
_ uncertainty: Which is fufpended on the fa 


$ + 


Aol ies; doubts and dangers, w we. run 
2 the race that i 18 ſet before Us ; 37 and, 6 
far relates ta, Ts RE y 5 
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7 were; nl fron temptation 
is away; and miſtake the dead calm of! in- 
ſenſibiſity for a conqueſt, over the paſſions, = 
| We are too apt to perſuade. our ſelves, that 
the indulgence o of thoſe « deſires, which pro- 


22. 9 


9h pleaſure will be bounded by inno- 
cence, and often f fu uffer from 5 the | deceit= | 
| 2 55 s of. fin,” Ia. ſuch -1 tr rying fitua- 


15 ' pole 2 : Gur "fortitude, would hay ve. failed us, 
5 VE: have, been he! THY e and ; 
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ion of "Y and tec 8 fallen vic. 
tims to- temptation, or Nelded « ourſelves * 
a ey to ſorrow. | 


Lg 


"Sts being the doubt and uncertainty 
that envelops every ſubje& of human en- 
quiry, and every object of human purſuit, 
can we expect that religion ſhould be the 
only thing, in which we might meet with 
no difficulties, and concerning which our 
knowledge might be perfe&t? If in the 


various concerns of life, we have afted 


with probability only in our favor, and ſe- 
. cured the teſtimony of a good conſciencg 
for having ſo done, when we have en- 
deavored, by honeſt ir means, to promote our 
worldly intereſt, ſhall we neglect our eter- 
Hal welfare, becauſe all our vain curioſity 
cannot be ſatisfied, and we are ordered to 
* walk by faith, and not by ſight ?” God 
forbid. How indeed is it to be expected 
that creatures, w whoſe faculties are ſo i imper- 
fect, and whoſe power is 0 limited, int | 
_ they. cannot © go on in their way,” 
Wn the . affairs of life, with- 
15 Hh out 


466 8 . R N 0 . „ 
out being perplexed with difficulties ; at al- 
_ moſt every ſtep, ſhould be able fully. i 
| comprehend the diſpenſations of Provi- 
_ dence, even if they were revealed to them, 
and look forward into the diſtant regions 
of faturity : ? In a ſcience ſo important and 
- ſublime as that of religion, which is ex- 
alted ſo far above all others by its nature 
and its ohject, we might ſurely, be con- 
rented © to know,” as in ever * ching elſe, 
5 3 in . 8 5 1 
e fiſt motive "which ought to — * 
us acquieſce, with chearfulneſs, 1 in this rule 
| of conduct is, that it hath Pleaſed, the Al- 
| knows what is a our advantage, and 
though we are required to make uſe of that 
j light which he hath been pleaſed to give 
- US, yet he will not expect us to practiſe 
what we do not know. , Happy would it 
de for the world, if the merits of men's 
actions correſponded with the knowledge 
of goodneſs which they already poſſeſs ! 
T: ill this is 1 caſe, it ſeems a degree of 
1 finful 


4. 


: Ls as with as cally evento 


aſk; hy the Deity hath not given us more 
perfect notions of duty, or clearer i "TOY 


of futurity; and muſt; at the fame time, 


bring upon us greater {elf:condemnation 2 


: for = and diſobedience.” 


r let not our notion bf faith, by any 


means, be confounded with a flight and 
wavering belief, or diſtant expectation of 


the bleſſings of the Goſpel. That would 


be a ſtrange perverſion of the ſenſe ex- 


preſſed in the text, and could have but 


little influence on the government of our 
conduct. The faith of a chriſtian in the 


promiſes of his bleſſed Lord is of the mo * 
ſtedfaſt and lively nature. Every one who 


examines into the evidences of chriſtianity 


with candor, will find, that there is no 
worldly felicity which he can proſecute with 
half the aſſurance of ſucceſs, that he can 
the bleſſedneſs of immortality, 5 rial 


i Ing t Oy: duties of the . 


Hhz ET | Begtpzs, 
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8 | refle@tion. might now teach, 

5 Fame it could not previouſly inform us, 
that to walk by faith, is a rule better 
adapted to the nature of man, and the 
conditions of this life, than **© to walk by 
« ſight.” The contemplation of the ſoul's 
_ exiſtence in a ſtate of eternal happineſs 
or miſery, is already ſufficiently awful, 
though we do not know, and perhaps 
could not comprehend, the preciſe nature 
and degree of either. Were our know- 
| ledge. more diſtinct on this head, we might 
be wholly diſqualified for carrying on the 
buſineſs, and . fulfilling the duties of life. 
Ideas of eternal. glory occupying the mind 
in their full ſplendor, might kindle an en- 
thuſiaſm, which would tranſport us far be- 
yond the reach of all human concerns, 
and render life a burden to us. The ſure 
and certain proſpect, alſo, of eternal miſery 
lying before us, and ſeen in all its terrors, 
would render us equally unfit for the en- 
joyment of this world, by overwhelming 
the ſoul with horror and deſpair. Even 
in the preſent ſtate of things, the influence 


of 


of theſe a has, in ſome . 5 
been felt by perſons of a warm imagina- 
tion, and a weak frame of mind, who 
have indulged the diſorders of fancy, 
till mere ſhadows had the force of reality, 
or who have ſuffered themſelves: to be 
by: . and deluded "_ others. | 
16 
HE. annie we be ene fy mean 
ape poſſibility of doubt, that juſt ſuch 
a courſe of action would enſure our future | 
5 happineſs, and that the neglect of cer- 
tain duties would infallibly exclude us, 
or ever, from bliſs, ſuch additional know- 
ledge, even in the eye of human' reaſon, 
could have no beneficial effects. But 
while we enjoy the faculties we at pre- 
ſent have, it is utterly impoſſible» that we 
ſhould ever acquire this knowledge. We 
are incapable of it. We could no more 
form an accurate eſtimate of the ſum of 
moral actions in ourſelves, or others, as 
they are complicated with principles and 
paſſions, with a variety of ſecontary mo- 
tives and external oircumſtances, than we 
"> WM h 3 - could | 
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could number the e, of find that 
"tis Na hos vo _— wo ve het 4 
dr" ee ie ae be We 
rn (perhaps, very many) might fall far 
ſhort of this requiſite perfection, and 
would be the gloomy victims of deſpair, or 
| ſlaves to every groſs and ſenſual appetite 
during their ſojourning here. Doubtleſs 
they would not heſitate to fill pp the mea- 
ſure of their iniquity, by every crime that 
procured them the leaſt gratification ; 3 and 
the world would be full of rapine; fraud, 
theft and murder. While thoſe diſtin- 
guiſhed- few, who had attained their en- 
vied exaltation, would find the perfection 
of the ſoul at a ſtand. There would be 
no longer hope or fear to actuate it, and 
theſe are the chief ſprings of human life. 
Thus would the world be divided into 
two claſſes of mortals, the one, happy 
and virtuous in a very high degree; the 
other, guilty and wretched, beyond all 
names of wiretchedneſs. Between ſuch 
beigen there TOUTE? be no defirable com 
munion; ＋ 
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munion 3 and ſuch a ſtate could hardly be 
| deemed a ſtate of Ls on Connor 


* 
8 


" OnsiRve the: man who, in the com- 


mon concerns of life, has attained the ob- 
ject of his deſires; were he doomed to 


reſt ſatisfled with that, and his heart never | 


| ſuffered to open to other comforts of hope, 
he would in a thoft. time, be diſcontented 
and unhappy. The chief pleaſure and 
gratification. « of e mind is in the purſuit 


of bliſs; when the good we aim at is ſuch 


as kindles our ambition, and when we fol- 
low it with rational proſpects of ſucceſs, 
Such are the occaſions, when ** to walk by 
hs faith,” is to enjoy the higheſt, and we. 
m may add, the moſt durable e 
tae this world affords, © 6 


7 But 1 it not ſtrange that ſuch a prin- 


ciple of conduct, and ſuch a diſpoſition 
GN nature, ſhould excite the moſt ardent 
5 purſuit after the vain, periſhable and de- 
ceitful bleſſings of this life, and ſhould 
have fuch a faint and 1 influence 


/ 


or 


: on our religious practice? bs it not almoſt 

incredible, that ** hope ſhould thus abou nd,” 
to quicken our defire for wealth and ho- 
nors, and that it ſhould fail. us, or at leaſt 
b prove inſuffcient to urge us on with any 
i vigor, when we have before us an immor- 

tality of bliſs, and © a crown of glory. that 
fadeth not away?” With ſome I hope this, 
1s not the caſe. Far from afſuming any 
ſuperior degree of knowledge, in the eſ- 
ſential truths of the Goſpel, than what 
| has been, revealed by our Lord to all the 
world, and. ſtill farther from attem pting 
to. lay any bias on the mind, which a ra- 
tional enquiry into divine truth will not 
Parrant, ſuffer me to recommend to you, 

conſiſtency of character, and to hope that 
vou will act with the ſame ardor, and 


ſteadineſs of conduct, in the proſecution 


of; your eternal welfare, as you do in the 
purſuit of your worldly intereſts and plea» 
ſyres. Do not preſume, to hope for per- 
fect and unexceptionable knowledge, while 
you are the inhabitants of earth. Here- 
i e we. are told, the veil of. human infir- | 
0 155 mity 
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mity ſhall be removed, and we ſhall 
py know, even as we are known; but 
no it cannot be. Be ſatisfied therefore, 


and, thankful for. what you already enjoy, 


aſſured that it is the beſt for our preſent 
ſituation, and that it comes from the 
giver of all good gifts. Truſt and conſi- 
dence, indeed, are the only proper grounds 
of aſſurance, on which a dependant crea» 
ture can build his expectations to Divine 
Favor. They have their. ſalutary efficacy 
on. the heart, and inſpire it with love and 
reverence. Were every myſterious doc- 
trine that. regards. futurity laid open to 
our view, the faculties of the ſoul would 
want their nobleſt employment, The in- 
_ citements.of hope and fear, that give vigor 
2 to all our other purſuits, would here be 
wanting: The imagination would have 
no opportunity of exerting her powers} | 
and the intereſt which ariſes from -cu- 
| rioſity, and our thirſt Aſter TE gn 
ments, would, be. Joh: 
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W may, in bonne latte jule of the | 
eh of theſe obfervations, from inſtances 


that occur in our intercourſe with the 


world. If any one informs us of a fact 
which! we already know, we liſten to it 
with Tndifference; as to ts tale twice told. 
However impottant it might once have 
been, it has loſt its novelty, and its ef- 
feet. But if one, of whoſe truth and 
gobdheſs we had no doubt, were to aſſure 8 
us of 'circumſtances that highly” concetn- 
ed our happineſs,” büt which we did not 
previoufly know, or thoroughly believe, 
we receive the important intelligence with 
a conſiderable degree of intereſt and ſatis- 
faction! We may claim to ourſelves fome 
ſhare of candor and ingenuoufneſs for the 
confidence we repoſe i in virtue, and, at the 
ſame time, ſhew it thet deference; which - 
ſuperior wiſdom and uneorrupted integrity 
have a right to demand. Under circum-" 
ſtances ſomewhat fimilar, though from 5 
much higher authority, were thofe “ ti- 
5 7 gs of great Joy,” which the Holy 
Ws 9 
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8 IE thankful, therefore, for ih Loldiieſs 
and acceſs! which we have, through our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to the Great and 
Lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, and 
above all, learn to cultivate that union of 


hope and fear, which is the vital ſpring of 


piety,” "and which” the apoſtle 10 beat 


fully expreſſed, when he ordered his a $ 


e e to es 1 W e 
25 „ Pavendb as he was FRO Meine :nſpirati 
en, he no where repreſents himſelf in that 


vain-glorious ſituation, which many, with 


impious arrogance, pretend to enjoy. He 


Ml endeavoured «© to make his calling and 


ct election ſure.” He kept his body un- 
der, leſt while he preached to others, he 
4 himſelf might become a caſt- away. He 


* rejoĩced in hope, and ran with patience 


ce the race that was ſet before him, look - 


1 "ing unto Jeſus, the author and finiſher 


La 17 85 our faith. But as in other ſub- 


3 8 . 


— 


Fi 476 8. E R MON XX. 
AIꝗẽ . eas chat fall within the liwits of the un) 
( \.  derſtanding, there are certain elementary 

principles, which will not admit of doubt, 
fo. alſo in religion, there are certain intro- 

| duẽtory truths, which cannot be contro- 
VpyFerted. FThe firſt, is, that this i is a lite of 
TJ diſcipline,.; and that we moſt affuredly ſhall 
N die. The ſecond is, Liga erer taught 


1 


385 Re. we can 1truſt the voice of tr the 
ſuggeſtion of inſtinctive affections, and 
the conſent of all. ages, on a ſubject where 
no ſenſible proofs can be obtained) that 
the. foul is immortal. A fourth, is, that 
God is juſt and good, and therefore a ſtate 
bh nen mat. and, will a e | 
1 are | cafficie t, of: Ve oF | 40 
engage the ſerious attention of every 
thinking being, and make us walk by 
«« faith,” in a conſtant and ſteady courſe 
af piety and virtue. But all theſe. have 
been ſo wonderfully confirmed by our 
bleſſed Lord and Saviour; the means of 


e and forgiveneſs: have been 
pointed 
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pointed out with ſuch divine love; and 
| We whole Duty of Man towards his neigh= 
and the Deity, hath been illuſtrated 
by an example ſo heavenly, and precepts 
ſo beautiful and facred, that we may well 
exclaim, in the words of the apoſtle, 
« How ſhall we cops if we 1 8 ſo 
+; great ſalvation af 
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Y any man Have ears to o bear let aun bear, 


* 1 


T is aſſerted by the Evangeliſts, that 
1 our Lord © taught men as one having 
0 authority, and not as the ſeribes; that 
« his miniſtry was with power, and that 
the people wondered at the many graci- 
„ ous words, which proceeded out of his 
„ mouth.” The text, indeed, is a ſuffi- 
cient proof, that he taught men with the 
| authority of a maſter, He hag been deli- 
. oa beautiful Parable of the Sower, 


© „„ and 


PPP DO EE ONES 
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and though he was ſurrounded by pro- 
Yo. miſcuous crouds, differing from each other 
nini 6 religivts' tenets, theit characters 
as men, and their occupations as citizens 
of the world; yet he gave the peremp- 
| tory command to all, that © If any man 
5 © have ears to hear, let him hear. He 
ſignified by this, that the precepts of his 
| bleſſed Goſpel were not like many of the 
1 Laws of Moſes, confined to a particular : 
people, but that. they were obligatory on 
the whole human race. They were co- 
extenfive with the pomers of intelligent 
creatures, and ſpoke to Wy one that 


: a e hear, 1 hit 1k or feel. 1 a 9 „ pay” 40 ant 
* 7 2 : 45 — x * 
} j 3 ; J 


5 3s 
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1 HE 3 N 1 which 5 
our Lord cloſed this parable, was highly 
ſea ſonable, and, perha ps, ſalutary. He 
knew that the ſeed of the word would fall 
on different ground; ſome would be ſcat- 
tered by the way-fide, and ſome would be 
choked in its growth by thorns and briars; 
much of it would fall on ſtony ground, 
Where there was not ſu fficient earth to 
; cheriſh 
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t, and ſome would fall on the SY 


ö ... ̃ ˙ I es oe 
- s OE CA a 


foation. | "Though every one e bad cc | cars . 


© hear, ” Faw only had the diſpoſition to 


* the word, or the defire-to. culti- 


vate and improve Hh: In J adea.. almoſt | 
| every, worldly cauſe. combined to impede 


the progreſs of Grace and Truth. Nothing, 
perhaps, but the divine miniſtry of the 


 Meſtiab, aner ee by miracles and won- 


* '$ * 


. ual degree have Ws 5 


. oyercome their obſtinacy, and _ Prejudice, 


_ indifference 0 every 


thing er was new, correct. ed 1 their de- 855 | 


proved By eſter „ or counteratted t he over- 
ue r f ee e and 


5 T5415 11 10 8 125 
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hs the preſent ſtate of the al] lil. 8 
tn meets with many of the obſtruc- 
tions, which it did in the primitive ages of 
the Church. At all times, indeed, there 
have been many more ready to embrace 


5 the Purſuits. of intereſt, or to follow the 
gra 1ncat. tions of | F 


8 5 
„N 211 
2 1 WO * 4 &+ - 


1 to liſten to 
the 


5 05 sf 4 
Gag vr by "or attend to- thoſt ddvine 


_ truths „ Which enable us“ 3 
en ed (1 T PIE 23, „ N 


202 ROK cb: n be Ain a in eee 


17 12 3 i tans oats 
V alsüthiz, werekere, en the words 
« MG thre” fler me to exhort hit one 


"Hear hat hath" ears te hear; or) in 
e words, fe make à proper uſe of thöfe 
faculties Which were beſtowed on- Ur * 

the break and beneßſcent Creator, 'for=the 
75 | Purpoſes. 3 of advancing, ” in tlie ſcale of 
7 chien [ perfection, from knowledge to. 
vi fte, from virtue tö felt fon, "ad from 
2 5 ion tg Dea tmp 7 may be 

beten Alfo, to” conſider fore bf the 
many arguments, chat oulck banilh from 


our minds all indifference on a ſubfecr ort 


ſuch high importance, and to recommend 
bee pro proper e mearis er with advantage, 
"OHIO 0614140 eee HUMP 232208. 701i 
oe patiste n the many 0 en 
© dowinetits, Which the Almighty hath ton- 
keetred on man, to dwell on the — 
ing —— reafvit and of conſciente, 


have been often made the car 
and Thankſgiving to God. But in diſ- 


| the! light IL 


* 


er e XK. 4 
eſult . the exerciſe " 
fab intelletaal re, would be only to 


repeat thoſe general truths, which have 
been long ſince familiarized to every man's 


mind, that is aecuſtomed to reflection, and 
2 of Praiſe 


oourſing on the ſubje: 


under our preſent 


"a 


conſideration, we may aſk, what does it 
avail, that man is thus eminently exalted 
above the brutes, and allied to the Divine 


nature, if he neglects to improve the gifts 


chat have been beſtowed on him? Hath 
the all- 2 


ountiful Creator given us the eye, 
and ſhall we not ſee? Hath he furniſhed 


us with cars; and ſhall we not hear? The 


impreſſion of ſenſible objec 
: een en, but if we aſk ſimilar 


E indeed, we 


tions, with regard to our mental facul-. 


| ties, | _ might often diſcover the moſt 


tetched abuſe of the divine bounty. : We. 8 


5 ſhall ſee many wandering through the dark 


and erooked paths of vice and. error, with 


. into he paths of truth. "Checked 
" "FO at 


* 
hey 


[ 


*. 


warnings of religion, many have; notwith. 
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at their firſt onſet by the” fig eſtions 
conſcience, and alarmed by the awful 


ſtanding, run on in the mad career of . 
wickedneſs, in deſpite of danger, miſerx 
and death F Though conſcious of a thou- 
ſand frailties, though beſet themſelves witty 
various evils, and expoſed to numberleſs 
dangers, how many are wholly inattentive | 
5 ſuch confi derations, and in their in 
tercourſe with their fellow - creatur res, crüel, 
arrogant and proud! The eye, indeed, is 
ſeldom blinded to exclude the moſt trifling 
object that might afford us pleaſure, and 
the ear is never ſhut to any cee x that 
might contribute to our amuſement ; but ä 
reaſon is often hoo winked to ths: pre- 
cepts of virtue, and our conſciences ſuf- 
fered to flumber and to | ſleep,” white we 
follow the gratifications of paſſion?” Fet- 


tered with prejudice andſuperſtition; blind- 


ed by ignorance and pride, or enſlaved to 
the world, many could hear the Sen of 


God himſelf pen be — truths, 
e | and; 


; F 5 
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and a the! AY amiable duties, with 
Toon: or anne CL | a . 5 "Os 3 8 15 17 
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; ln AINST ſuch dreadful e 55 : 


5 ſlothful abuſe of the talent entruſted to! . 


our care, let us be ever on our guard. Let 
us conſider that, on the due improvement 
of our faculties, from the benefits of expe- 
rience, and the diſcipline of religion, every 
real bleſſing is founded. If while others 
ſlumber on their journey, or run with 
thoughtleſs indifference wherever paſſion 
points the way, we ponder the path of 
life, and © watch and pray leſt we 
center into temptation ;” if. while ſome 
liſten with joy only to the calls of appetite, . 
or the ſummons of pleaſure, we attend to 
the voice of reaſon, and hear the gracious 
words of Him'who © was the light of the 
* world; we ſhall not only riſe in our 
oyn eſteem and that of others, but, what 
18 of infinitely greater conſequence, | be 
deemed more e _ WE TR in the 
of Ged. 


4, . 
oy: 


6 1 A Ix 


wo N XXI. 


14 : 


N order to overcome that ſhameful 
negligence, which is ſo diſgtaceful to a 
rational being, formed for action and im- 


provement in a life of diſcipline, as well as 
to wean our affections from . the ſin that 
e doth ſo eaſily beſet us, nothing ean be 
more effectual than hearing the word of 


God. Well might the Savigur of the 


world, when he revealed the will of his 
heavenly Father, exhort every one to hear 
that had ears to hear. What, indeed, 


could rouſe them fror n the bed of floth, 
or the indulgence of vice, if the doctrines 
f the goſpel prove inſufficient ? God 


manifeſted in the fleſh, offering terms 
of (everlaſting ſalvation: to man; precepts 


of heavenly. virtue, taught with ſuch a 5 
union of meekneſs and authority, as the 


world before had no conception of; every 


relative duty of life illuſtrated by pre- 


cept, and confirmed by example; the ar- | 
dubus duties of patient fortitude, and 
humble reſignation, in the hour of ſorrow 


and oppreſſion, practiſed and made perfect: 


b LE ang of the Ns” and, to ; 


»»„ ““ 


"a 
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2wnall, the Divine Author of this] leſſed 5 


1775 Sane, the FLY of .c eath, 
bee m that ſlept, = was, at length, 
ived up into that glory from whence 
came. . Theſe are ſome of the Wuftrious 
| traths. which, every human being is ex- 
horted to hear ; and, from addrefling him= 
ſelf at firſt to a few. obſcure individuals, : 
within the ſcanty confines of Judea ; from 
_ ſaying, to two or three poor fiſhermen, 
7 whom he caſually met on the ſhore, « fol- 
« low, me, our Lord is now heard, and 
his word received, to ſpeak 1 in the bold lan- 
| SH of Eaſtern poetry, 5 from the riſing . 
« ol. the LEN even, to the a down. of 
the ee | 
en own. — 9 
eee _ * it wut 1 5 con- 
felled, but yet unin terrupted, has been the 
progreſs of this divine grace, and happy, for 
E the human ſpecies, it is ſtill increaſing. 
Wich the propagation of the goſpel we can- _ 


«> 8 * no) 
2 
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: not but believe, that a thouſand bleſſin g 
are connected, even in this life, and more 
7 eue ſtill dawning around us, in proportion 

11 4 | as 


Ber 4 
” 


% 
* 1 
* 
Ng * 
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and Gur beende create: Ma 
the inipediments which” the revelation of 
Chriſt ar in ages that were rade and 
7 bart 
5 erafty 11 ambitious, are now removed 
and we, in particular, have more abundant 
motives > for een OY it "I" in reafing 
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darous, but notwithſtanding, wicked 
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renz was a time TW to che other 


DL obſtacles of bigotry and fraud, was added. 
7 LD the groſs abſurdity of adminiſtering the 

5 e word to the people in an unknown 1 
Anſtead of ſearching diligently in the ſerip- 
tures for the will of God, and embraeing 


uch 


that form of doctrine and worſhip v 


ſeemed moſt. agreeable to reaſon and to 
conſcience, men were obliged to ſubſcribe, 


with implicit” faith, or blind ſu bmiffion, 


to the arbitrary dogmas of others; creatures 
as fallible as themſelves, with int erelt, 
pride and ambition actuating their minds, 
and tempting them to deceive.” There vas 
2 time, _ ers 5 and eee 


be f ; * 


N 


2 he 3 mY 8 8 5 ; 
* 5 8 * 1 jv 1 . 
E 72 . 1. 


by the e perverſion of ſin, was pre- 

tended to be founded on a ſyſtem of mercy 

3 and'divine benevolence; when the voice of 

modeſt enquiry was ſtifled by the threats of 
power, and every faculty of the ſoul heid 

in abje& bondage by torture and by fire. 

: But bleſſed be that all-gracious Power that 


ruleth over the whole univerſe! ©© the 


% word hath free courſe with us, and 
we need only good reſolutions and devout 
jy — to'know: how: to © tn God in 


dd Tas fred A ind e e 1 | 
knowledge of falvation, is put into our 
hands, with every aſſiſtance to help the ig- 


norant, and accompanied with every ex- 


hortation to ſtrengthen the weak. We 


may meditate on it day and night, with 
grateful piety, and form our on creed; 
ve may have recourſe to the diſcipline and 
doctrines of that church which pretends 
ity, nor preſumes to inter- 


not to infallibility, 
pret any thing contrary to the written 
word of God, in order to ſettle and eſta- 
CCCCCCFFCFVCCCC 


| Ki Ig? are emen eee aud in | 


1 —_ 2 
; OE 90s 


ng Pr Ire the-Holy, & 


re gc rang "have: ears, wg 


Dear. Bois Us: Wir ie i 
n Slow 4 ale: een, ee 
ort eee that theſa ſu- 
ior” advantages have never been fully 
made uſe of, nor baus thc: ee _ 
opportunities of improvement 
forded, been embraced with faſſicient con- 
ſtaney and reſolution. Many, inſtead of 
* uſing their liberty, have ſinfully abuſed | 
it; While others, from ſome Laingy - 
_ depravity; or uncommon | 
even now; hear the ene of er. 

Ritten or enthuſiaſtic folly, with —_— N 
ture, Ny" attend ner Mn, 


net awful concerns; . 
with I CL, : | 


old: „ engroſſed 


- 8 ate many with the buſineſs. * 
pleaſures of the world, that they ſcarcely. 
allow themſelves time to reflect on the 
views of Providanges: in calling them 3 into 
che lig of man.abnunda, the pry tenute 
on which every human enjoyment is held. 
Provided the intoxicating ſpring of plea- 
ſure fails not, and the ordinary comforts af 
Providence fill flow on, they care for no- 
ching more. They ate deaf to thoſe ad- 

monitions which teach them to look up to 

<<. the Fountam of all Goodneſs, with 

gratitude, adoration and praiſe ; they hear 

not thoſe warnings, which tell them how 

oon the evil days will come, in which 

<< there will be no pleaſure,” and when the | 

5 ſoul muſt prepare to go into the hands of 

that Almighty God who gave it; — not to 

be polluted with vice and ſin, but to be 

improved in virtue, perfected by ſuffers 

ings, and qualified for the. NEO * of 


e juſt men made e | 
| 9 5 triert! 2 115 FF Bidet 6 | | | 
th Bur though e ate many, be ae _- 


incapable of being actuated by gratitude, 


"or 


„ * 0 N XkI. 


or "I Ates duty towards God, yet few 
are there whoſe minds are not rouſed to 
reflection by ſorrow, misfortune and ae ; 
mity. Should the ſtorm of adverſity ſud- 
dienly riſe, and ſweep away the airy fabrick 
of worldly grandeur and "worldly happi- 
neſs; © ſhould the blind impetuoſity of 
: paſſion lead them to the borders of deſtruc- 
tion; or the power of death ſnatch from 
them the partner of their joys; then, in- 
deed, they might be mercifully led to 
think. Like the rebellious Iſraelites in the 
wilderneſs, who forgot the all-gracious 
Feather, while he conducted them on their 
* way through the trackleſs deſart, and 
1 * fed them with food from heaven; hut 
_—_ when he ſlew them, in his righteous judg- 
* ment, © then they ſought Him; and 
=_ - turned them early and enquired after 
« God: And they remembered that God 


| was their ſtrength; and 1 this: _ 

| "© 1 was their n mer. Rr” 

| I ker to 3 the ne errors, 

; which ſpring from an indolence of mind 
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8 that 3 is almoſt brutal, or the moſt corrupt 
_ diſpoſitions: of the heart, let us reflect, 
that ;'the; hour is at hand, and perhaps 
- now is, when the pleaſures of the 
_ world ſhall be no more thought of, than 
the viſionary ſlumbers of the morning; or 
if remembered at all, remembered only 
With ſorrow. and with ſhame. Soon will 
it appear to every human being, that ex- 
iſtence hath proved a (curſe, and not a 
bleſſing to him, if when the hour of his 
departure draws near, he cannot indulge 
the hope of having ſecured 9 favor, of 
ere hy, en of God. 5 


1 * 
. I. * 


4 


ns the gs of this GE A 
which is ſo obvious, that it cannot eſcape 
the moſt ignorant, and ſo important, that 
nothing but the moſt guilty negligence, or 
ta conſcience hardened through the de- 
| 10 ceitfulneſs of ſin,” can baniſh from the 
7 mind, teach us to. hear, as we ought, thoſe 
tidings. of great joy. which the Saviour of 

the; world hath. publiſhed to all mankind. 
Leet it teach us to look up to the Lord and 
giver of life at every age, and 1 in every ſitua- 
85 © tion. 
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tion. Let us not; like and un- 
ratefal Iſraelites, endeten only it 
the hour of affliction and calamity; but 
chiefly when we glory in the delights of 
| 99 the bleſſings of Health); when 
_ with e, reren, a, t ———— c 
„ unto the Lord.“ No diclHtudet fortune 
that can poſſibly happen to us? no diſtine- 
tion 'of age or circumſtances, no buſineſs 
or pfeaſure, ſhould render us indifferent to 
the trüths of religion, or wirhdraw our 
attention from that awful Being. in whoſe 
* 2 * hands are the iſſues of life and death.” - 
| £447 ** Ir re Th $4676 577 n+. A 
NF he on of God eee Sie 
one to hear that Hatk ers to hear; 
and next to our hearing this' didnt: cm. 
mand with an intention to obey it, is the 
duty of ſtudying to obey it properly. 
There are many wis Hear, indeed, but 
who hear with © title; ' or no. advantage. . 
A ie ſeed of the word is ſeatter With pro- 
uſion throughout the chriſtian world; 5 
but how Ty ſmall i. is the portion that 
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. fills on good grout and, and Sites e 
*-fruit an hundred-fold rapes Paving 
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into the latent ffallties ind imperfekkions 
of nature; that you may nei der be de- | 
ived by the tefnptatiös of tlie world} = 
the delufion of tile paſſions” which 
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ſuch admonitions as chiefly. regard the 
young; and while in the full enjoyment of : 
happineſs and proſperity, 7 Nr with 8 
a, degree. of ſelf - p . 
condemnation of ſuch wickedneſs . . 
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you. vill, allow. the on TE God to f ak 
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+ ſhaken with tas wind In the Actor 
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uns of heavens to the condenmation of 
your neighbour, and corrupt them, in order 
to' favor your own imperfections. * 

it be our firſt ſtudy, therefore, to hear 
and receive the in grafted word,” with 


pure and ſimple reverence. | Let us re- 
member, that it was given «* to cleanſe our 


«Hearts from all iniquity,” and to lead our 


footſteps into the paths of peace. When 


the great and lofty One that inhabiteth ; 
«'eternity” ſpeaks to us, through his only- | 


begotten Son, it is our duty to hear with © 


meekneſs and with fear. Whatever might = 


have been the influence of Pre judice or 


error, previous to our examining into the 
duties of religion, and the frailties of our 


own hearts ; whatever might be the ſuggeſ- 


tions of vanity and pride, or any other 
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to the needful di cipline of heaven, and 
. it as the only ſure guide ta 
. and happipeſs here, as well as * 
mortal bliſs. hereafter. | Dreadful, in- 
be muſt be that preſumptuous ſin, which 5 
would dare to mutilate the word of divine 
"truth, | in order to ſoften, or wipe away 
dur own condemnation, while we. admit 
4p to ſpeak, with full authority, againſt ſuch 
crimes only as may not concern ourſelves; 
* ſeems an attempt · to turn the word of 
God, as it were, © into a le,” and to 
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and its. influence ſhould be felt as a . 
but powerful corrective, throughout the 
Need ſyſtem of life. As for thaſe caſual 
0 emotions, łhat ariſe only during the mo- 
: ment. of exhortation, and thoſe frail reſo- 
which are formed only when | 
mptation is away, and which, in the 
; un of worldly paſſions and pleaſures, 
arte as ſoon loft, as the. brook: that mitigles 
with the ocean, of what avail are they? 
Phe momentary ſuggeſtion of conſcience, | 
mme warnings of religion, and the ſerious 
truths which experience Will gradually | 
' impreſs on the mind, may indeed em- 
bitter our happineſs here; but they can- 
not withdraw us from guilt, or ſecure 
to us the mercy of God, unleſs they are 
ſiuſffered to form our principles and regu- 
late our eonduct; unleſs they are ſup= 
ported by faith unfeigned,” ſettled by 
meditation, and improved by prayer. Let 
us never, therefore, hear the word of God 
without endeavouring, under the influence 
W to form the moſt ſtedfaſt 
„% T 2 e reſolutions 


3 72 vou los of any benefit from freq 


e * * - 
. 5 5 E . 2 1 g 
” N * 6 q | NAI. 
; WY ns f 5 
2 Lhe g Pl 


1 Rl 5:5! Think not 


ing the places of public worſhip, or Jer- 5 - 
forming the duties of private devotion, if, 
when you return to the world, you are 
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do enter into the preſence of God. The 
great, and, indeed, the only end of 1 ins 
ſtruction, is edification and improvement. 
Without this, the words of Divine Erna. = 
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> | of the world * took up his abode wWitk 

2 -*© men; and that, at the cloſe of fe, 
we might be enabled with humble confi- . 
dence to ſay, like him, Father, into thy 
. hands I commend my ſpirit.” Unleſs 
"cheſs grand ends are anſwered, a time will 

_ ſhortly come, when it would be of no 
avail to us, whatever charms the vanities 
of life may now have, if the evil ſpirit of 

, | darkneſs were to take us to ſome lofty 
 *>, eminence, and offer us, by way of recom- 
. pence for fin, all the kingdoms of the 
world, and all the e thereof. e 


78 an up thy croſs and follow me, | 
is the peremptory command of our Lord 
and Saviour. On the facrifice of the 
world and all its guilty pleaſures, to the 
grand duty of ſerving God and keeping 
his commandments, depends therefore the 
iſſue of eternal life and death. With- 
out you can do this, to hear the word 
of truth, is only to hear the ſentence 
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